Sign up for our daily
e-newsletter and get
the latest LKN news sent
directly to your inbox.
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The 81th Annual
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M Zion

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Saturday, Nov. 7, 2026

Pre-order bulk BBQ by October 30 to make sure you get some!
Go to: my-zionumc.myshopify.com

PRICE: BBQ, including sauce, $15 per pound.
Slaw $5 per pint. Bulk BBQ is sold by the
pound & will be cooled and pre-packaged

for pickup on Nov. 7.

DINE-IN: HOT plates with BBQ, sauce, slaw,
yams, dessert and drink, $12. Sandwiches also
on the menu, $6. Take-out available.

19600 Zion Avenue, Cornelius
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Let the Wild
Rumpus Start

BY LINDSAY MARTELL

hen we moved to Hunters-
ville from Massachusetts in
2018, we heard a lot about

“the bubble”

“We don’t often leave ‘the bubble,”
theyd say. “There’s just so much to do
here”

The bubble is, of course, Lake Nor-
man. Despite not knowing much about
the area before we moved here, we
quickly understood what our neighbors
were talking about.

We were smitten with our new home
in all the ways that count: Our daughter
was thriving in kindergarten, we quick-
ly fell in step with both native North
Carolinians and transplants, and Lake
Norman just fit us as a close-knit party
of three (we didn’t adopt our dog until
2021). Lush, outdoorsy, tons to do and
very, very chill.

And yet, we leave the bubble. A lot.

And as much as I hate driving, traffic
and paying to park, we love getting out
and exploring. Whether it’s catching
a Knights game or visiting a museum
in Charlotte, sweating ourselves into
oblivion while cheering on the Kan-
napolis Cannon Ballers or lacing up to
roller skate in Gastonia (seriously, the
most fun way to spend an afternoon),
exploring the cities and towns around
us tops the list of what we love about
the Carolinas.

Lately, we've been fusing two of our
favorite things (pets and books) at
Charlotte Humane Society with its
Book Buddies program. On our last
visit, I pulled a copy of Charlotte’s Web
from the shelves and sat in front of a
plexiglass wall, where a bully mix with
warm, kind eyes watched my every
move.

I turned the first pages, reading aloud
the story of a farmer’s daughter plead-
ing with her father to spare the life of a
tiny piglet. I showed the pup — whose
name I can’t remember — the illus-
trations, and I was immediately a new
mom again, sharing a favorite book
with my baby girl back when she was all
sweetness and tiny fists.

It's a moment that reminds me of the
power of words and how they connect
us isn’t just person to person, but crea-
ture to creature.

My daughter and I have to tear our-
selves away after an hour with the ani-

The Charlotte Humane Society
Book Buddies program

mals, and we always, always leave with
the same heavy heart. Yes, we would
love another dog, but our little man is
The Dog, and we just can't.

So we appreciate having our buckets
filled, knowing that most of these fur
babies will be with their new families by
the time we come back with more books
and more moments of connection.

On a different excursion in Charlotte
— the Whitewater Center — we fol-
lowed our dog’s lead as we explored the
hiking trails and watched the zipliners
high above our heads.

It’s a place that you kind of forget is
so cool, as much for parents pushing
strollers as it is for mountain bikers and
rafters facing the rapids, one stroke at
a time.

We asked ourselves why we don’t take
the Whitewater Center paths every
week, or at least every month. I guess
because there is just so much to see
in the cities and towns we have yet to
explore. We don’t want to miss a single
thing, a single place, a single moment.

Milling About is a column about life
around Lake Norman, written by
Lindsay Martell.
The column name
is a nod to life
around the lake
and our town’s mill
history.

Lindsay Martell
lives in Birkdale
with her husband,
daughter, and a
scruffy mini mutt
named Dug.

Martell
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Canopy Housing
Foundation has
established the
Cristina Grossu Biffle
Memorial Award

to honor her life of service
to her community. The
award will recognize a
nonprofit actively
engaged in addressing
housing and children’s
needs, issues that she

Going Green deeply cared about.
Signal retiming on Hough girls kick off sanctioned In 2024, the Foundation
West Catawba season presented Cristina with its
Humanitarian Award, in . i
_ _ recognition of her ANNOUNCING THE
ElTeal, STy g
- v K monumental work CRISTINA GROSSU BIFFLE

PRI YT R following the disaster of MEMORIAL AWARD
VST T : :

Hurricane Helene.

V) If you would like to join us in honoring Cristina's
memory, please support the continuation of this

Admg Class Keep itaSecret Turn a New Leaf | effort through CanopyHousingFoundation.org.
Intimate theater New ‘20s-era Library’s pick for
returns to town speakeasy opens Fall books .
PAGE 26 PAGE 25 PAGE 11 For further questions, please email .
founlt.;iationftczl_bl.::ané)pyrep:—.\ltors.com.I Cg Q MQ y

NEWS-E PAGE 14

HOME SALES ........ceneeennene PAGES 18-22 SAFE HARBOR

LIVE AT THE LAKE ..e.cvuvcveecnne. PAGE 24 i

BUSINESS TODAY .......ceevrenes PAGE 25

SOUND OFF......cuvvrecrerrcrennnne PAGE 28 CARED FOR ALL WINTER.

READY FOR SUMMER.

( ‘ornelius Cover photo by Jon Show Secure indaor rack storage and expert vessel
STAFF —~TODAY View atop Bluff Mountain service at'our premier Lake Norman facility.

Owner/Editor: Jon Show, jon@corneliustoday.com
Creative Director: Jason Benavides, production.todaypubs@gmail.com WINTER STORAGE

Contributors: Jon Show, Dave Vieser, Mark Washburn, Lindsay Martell, Flat rate of $1.500 from 10/
Max Gallagher, Ryan Moxon, Cloyd Burke

Distribution: Melinda Show

Communicate with us: jon@corneliustoday.com

including winterization

Limited cvailebility on o first-come, first-ze

Cornelius Today is published 12 months a year by Cornelius Today with all rights
reserved. Reproduction or use of any content without permission is prohibited.

The Cornelius Today logo, stylized wave, and SoundOff are copyrights of Cornelius
Today. All rights reserved.

Views expressed herein are not necessarily the views of Cornelius Today.

Cornelius Today, PO Box 1226, Cornelius, NC 28031-1226.

Telephone: 704-953-3381

Cornelius Today is locally owned and operated and proudly based in Cornelius.

Back issues: Payable by VISA and MASTERCARD ONLY. $5.00 (if available); $10 to mail.
Reprints: Reprints on high-quality, framable stock are available, starting at $65.

Photos: $200.

www.corneliustoday.com




4 - Cornelius Today * October 2026

Excursions

Get Out and Enjoy the Mountains This Fall

BY JON SHOW
ctober might be my favorite
O month in the North Carolina
mountains.

The leaf peepers are out in full force,
but there are plenty of spots that are
less trafficked. Also, the weather has
cooled enough that you aren’t likely to
encounter a random 80-degree day that
requires you to shed three layers while
walking uphill.

Here are a few day trips and lunch
spots if you're tired of watching ACC
football games played by teams from
California.

Bluff Mountain Trail

The easiest of the hikes, and the one
most customized to the experience
you're looking for. It follows the Blue
Ridge Parkway west of Sparta. Depend-
ing on where you park, you can hike 8
miles or 3.5 miles, with views of Stone
Mountain State Park below.

The 3.5-mile hike has only 587 feet of
elevation gain, with most of the vertical
climb at the end as you head to the top
of Bluff Mountain. It meanders through
the woods and fields and has great
views at the peak.

If you extend the hike through the
parking lot at Bluff Mountain, there’s a
shade tree where you can sit, relax and
recharge.

Pro tip: Check the Blue Ridge Park-
way website for closures. That section is
one of the quicker areas to close in the
winter months.

Lunch: It’s a little out of the way, but
the Harvest Grill at Shelton Vineyards is
a great place to grab a beer and a sea-
sonal cup of soup on a cold day.

Basin Creek Trail

I much prefer a hike with a view at the
end, but one of my favorite river hikes
is climbing up Basin Creek Trail to the
Caudill Cabin, located in the valley
below Bluff Mountain.

Park in the dirt lot near the creek
crossing and follow the creek up 1.8
miles to the Basin Cove Campground,
where you’ll find the most out-of-place-
looking stand of 100-foot pine trees.

If you're feeling spry, you can tack on
another 3 miles up to the Caudill Cabin,
where a generation of mountain folk
lived until the summer of 1916, when a
massive flood changed the landscape of
the area forever.

Speaking of floods, more than a
century later, the scars left behind by
Hurricane Helene are evident through-
out the climb to the cabin. There are

Views from Bluff Mountain | Photo by Jon Show

stretches where you might consider
turning back, but things always look
better just around the corner.

Pro tip: Many people dislike river
hikes because they must navigate water
crossings and wet feet, but the only
crossing up to the campground has
a raised footbridge. There are water
crossings between the campground and
Caudill Cabin.

Lunch: Downtown Elkin is a weird lit-
tle haven on the way home. My friends
like the beers and wings at the Angry
Troll, but I much prefer the shaded out-
door beer garden and food truck spot
called The Railyard on the edge of town.

If you're not looking for a place with
beer, Speedy Chef serves up a great
cheeseburger and milkshake on the way
into downtown. There’s also a new spot
called Blue Oregano that has delicious
Greek fare with huge portions.

Grassy Ridge Bald

My favorite hike in the North Caro-
lina mountains is a long day trip, but
it’s worth every minute of the 2%2-hour
drive.

Starting out from Carvers Gap on the
Tennessee border, it’s a short hike up a
wide gravel path to the ridgeline. Along
the way, you experience two different
ecosystems, passing through a rain
forest to reach a ridgeline with large
grassy meadows that come alive on a

windy day.

This is another “choose your own
adventure” hike. It’s less than a mile to
top, but you can continue up and down
the ridge for another 2 miles to Grassy
Bald.

The hike traverses portions of the Ap-
palachian Trail and is one of the few in
North Carolina that offers true 360-de-
gree views of the Blue Ridge Mountains
in both North Carolina and Tennessee.

Pro tip: Do your best to pick a day
with bluebird skies and get there early.
The balds can be fogged in even on a
partly cloudy day down in the valley.

If you run out of water, there are fresh
piped springs in the woods at the end of
the parking lot.

Lunch: On the ride home, there’s a
spot called Fox & Fig just over the river
in Spruce Pine. It has a rotating BLT
that changes each season; I still dream
about the one with pickled onions and
chipotle mayo.

It’s a long day, so the Fig also has great
coffee and cookies if you need a little
pep in your step for the ride home.

Pinnacle Trail to Kings Pinnacle
This is the closest real hike to home,
and by real, I mean a hike that isn’t
paved or flat or just feels more like a
walk in the woods.
It’s roughly 45 minutes to the Kings
Mountain visitor center parking lot. We

park about a half-mile past the entrance
to a connector trail that cuts off the
most boring and flat part of the hike,
which was reconfigured years ago to
make it a little more accessible.

At the peak, you'll reach a rock stair-
case, but do not turn around and go
back. Climb up the rock and over the
ridge for 100-mile views of western
North Carolina.

Most people stop there, but we like to
turn right and head up to an area near
the peak that I'll keep to myself. It was
the first hike I took my then-girlfriend
on when she visited me for the first
time, and it’s where I proposed to her
four years later.

Pro tip: Don’t confuse this hike with
nearby Crowders Mountain, which is
mostly stairs and less impressive views.

Lunch: Veronét Vineyards & Winery
is located on the way home and has a
great food truck and seating area out
back. I'm not much of a wine drinker
and it's North Carolina vines so my wife
sticks with the bubbles.

The woods and mountains of North
Carolina are our background and our
playground. Get out there and enjoy
them.

Happy trails.

All hikes are listed on the AllTrails app
by entering the name of the hike. The app
provides a link to parking areas and the
trailhead.
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NCDOT Signal Timing Aims to Improve West Catawba

BY DAVE VIESER

comprehensive project to retime
Athe traffic signals on West

Catawba Avenue from U.S. 21 to
Jetton Road is scheduled to be per-
formed in October by the North Car-
olina Department of Transportation,
which maintains all the traffic signals
on state-managed roads in Cornelius.

“Our division traffic engineer has in-
deed confirmed with the signal systems
team in Raleigh that the project should
be starting very soon,” said Jennifer
Goodwin, an NCDOT spokesperson.

Will this effort have a positive impact
on traffic flow along and across the
major east-west artery in town?

Local officials certainly hope so.

This isn’t something NCDOT does
everywhere, and officials purposely
waited until fall and the opening of
schools to start in order to tabulate the
extra traffic generated when schools are
open. Nonetheless, the timing will be a
challenge, with so much construction
work being done along West Catawba
Avenue.

How Signals Work

Years ago, traffic signals were con-
trolled by timers. However, virtually
all of the signals are now triggered by
the flow of traffic detected by monitors.
When these detectors malfunction,
traffic flow can get congested.

Motorists in our town learned much
about damaged traffic signals earlier
this year after construction crews cut
cables at the West Catawba Avenue/
Nantz Road intersection. It took
months for the timing to be corrected
by the contractor, and in the interim,
westbound traffic piled up at times. The
signal is functional at this time, but the
intersection has still not been complet-

Intersection of West Catawba and
Jetton Road

ed. out to correct timing defects. However,

they can’t be everywhere at all times.

Reporting Signal Problems

It’s not just construction that could

Far more frequent observations can be
reported by workers in local communi-

can call anytime there is an issue with

a DOT traffic light,” said Baucom.
“However, we are part of Region 10, and
the main headquarters for Region 10
are based out of Albemarle. When we
call, it does take some time for them to
respond if there is not someone in our
area. This practice has been in place for
many years.

Chief Baucom said the department
has a set protocol for an inoperative
signal.

“When we get complaints, typically an
officer responds and determines if there
is an issue with a traffic light, and then
we make the call to NCDOT;” he said.

If the issue involves a safety factor, an
officer will be assigned to remain at the
signal until NCDOT arrives.

Motorists may notice NCDOT crews
working on signal lights along West
Catawba Avenue between now and the

hamper signaling efficiency. Prompt
reporting of inoperative signals is a vital
element in keeping the system working
at top efficiency.

NCDOT has crews throughout each
region in the state that can be called

YOUR TITLE POLICY
PROTECTS ...

/5

Examples: Old Liens,
Legal Defects

WHAT"S LURKING IN
YOUR TITLE?

..BUT IT DOESN'T PROTECT
FROM:

Future Risks

Examples: Fake Deeds,
Forged Mortgages

ties, such as police, who patrol the roads
in town.

Cornelius Police Chief David Baucom
said officers are trained to report signals
that are not functioning correctly.

“NCDOT has a 24-hour number we

end of October.

NCDOT officials hope they will also
notice an improvement in the flow of
traffic once the timing project is com-
pleted.

Recently provided flags for the World Cup
event in CA/TX and GA; now we are offering
residential and commercial product.

Sale Price $269 + Features:

v Attractive cassette in a variety of colors
o pratect from the weather

v No need to fight the wind or rain; Can

operate from your living room arm chair

v Easy installation; 2 tap screws

and clip in brackets patriotism &

ﬁstandard title insurance policy doesm
protect you against future instances of
fraud. But you can help protect yourself by
signing up for Mecklenburg County's
Property Fraud Alert service, which will alert
you if something is recorded in your name,

\ such as a Deed or Deed of Trust. /

Property Fraud Alert Service

mastertitleagency.com

Serving Mecklenburg County
Since 2002

Scan for Mecklenburg County’s

Show your ] ’

v Recharge is similar to an
iPhone with USE port £ sports team or

v No wiring required as the unitis VR
battery charged which lasts 6 months.

v Operates with a hand held remote

v'Flags or banners can easily be replaced
with a spring loaded tube and material = et
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813-404-2816
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Email: CIHLimitedL LC@gmail.com
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EXPERIENCE MATTERS!

For nearly 40 years, John Rhodes has lived, worked, and served the
citizens of North Mecklenburg. As a small business owner, former
Mecklenburg County medic, Cornelius firefighter, Cornelius Town
Commissioner and multiple terms as North Mecklenburg’s former State
Representative in Raleigh, John brings experience and knowledge to best
represent the citizens of Cornelius, Davidson, and Huntersville in the
North Carolina House. As a constitutional conservative and patriot John
believes North Mecklenburg, North Carolina, and America are worth
preserving and fighting for!

* North Carolina Legislator of the Year for the House and Senate

* Citizens designated March 22nd “John Rhodes Day” in North Carolina
for his efforts to clean up corruption in Raleigh in which powerful
politicians went to prison.

ELECTION NOVEMBER 3RD

Early voting begins October 15-31st, T
North County Regional Library [=] ok [=]
Paid for John Rhodes NC House Commitee E I e CtJ 0 h n R h 0 d e S [] C 0 m F‘W

FAITH » FREEDOM * NORTH MECKLENBURG FIRST! T

A proven conservative patriot who will continue to fight for citizens
because North Carolina and America is worth fighting for!

North Mecklenburg First!

Paid for by John Rhodes NC House Committee
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Partisan Control at the Center of November Elections

BY DAVE VIESER
t’s a relatively quiet election locally
Ithis year. None of the town positions
in Cornelius, such as mayor or town
commissioner, are up for election until
next year.

However, a U.S. Senate seat from
North Carolina is on the ballot, along
with several county and state repre-
sentatives and three constitutional
amendments, one of which was strongly
opposed by Cornelius officials.

Here’s information on the candidates
and amendments. For brevity, we have
omitted the many judicial positions also
on the ballot.

U.S. Senate

Former Gov. Roy Cooper (D) is
running against Michael Whatley (R).
Whatley has never held elected office
but has held several political positions,
including chairman of the Republican
National Committee. Cooper served as
governor of North Carolina from 2017
to 2025.

Whatley has primarily focused on
crime, illegal immigration and the
economy. Cooper has centered on

affordable living and working across the
aisle.

The race has drawn national attention
because the result could affect the par-
tisan balance of the U.S. Senate. Incum-
bent Republican Sen. Thom Tillis chose
not to seek reelection.

U.S. House of Representatives

District 14

Lakesha Womack (D) is running
against incumbent Tim Moore (R).

Moore serves on the House Commit-
tee on Financial Services and the Bud-
get. His campaign has revolved around
fiscal responsibility. He previously
served in the North Carolina House of
Representatives, including 10 years as
speaker.

Womack has not previously held
elected public office and has two de-
cades of experience in financial services
and small-business development.

N.C. Senate District 37
Incumbent Vickie Sawyer (R) is seek-

ing reelection against Raygan Angel (D).

Sawyer chairs the Senate Transpor-
tation Committee and has focused on

S
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transportation infrastructure, conserva-
tive principles and education.

Angel is a law student and Democratic
organizer. He has never held elected
public office.

N.C. House District 98

Incumbent Beth Helfrich (D) is being
challenged by John Rhodes (R).

Helfrich was elected to the state
House in 2024. Republicans finished
the 2024 election with 71 of the House’s
120 seats, one short of the three-fifths
majority needed for a veto-proof super-
majority. Helfrich was one of the Dem-
ocratic candidates elected that year.

She has emphasized communication
with residents during her first term and
an emphasis on responsible growth,
education and public safety. Rhodes, a
former Cornelius town commissioner
and state representative, has focused on
roads and transportation, cost of living
and public safety.

Mecklenburg County offices
County Board of Commissioners:

Leigh Altman (D), Yvette Townsend-In-

gram (D) and Arthur Griffin Jr. (D) are

all running unopposed for three at-
large seats. Morris “Mac” McAdoo (D)
is running unopposed for commission-
er in District 1.

Clerk of Superior Court: Elisa
Chinn-Gary (D) is running unopposed.

County sheriff: Garry McFadden (D)
is also running unopposed. He won a
four-way Democratic primary earlier
this year. No Republican candidate is on
the general-election ballot.

Constitutional amendments

Amendment 1 would require all vot-
ers, not just those presenting to vote in
person, to present photo identification
before voting.

Amendment 2 would keep the state
income tax rate from being raised high-
er than 3.5%.

Amendment 3 would require limits on
property tax increases by local govern-
ments. Cornelius commissioners adopt-
ed a resolution opposing the measure
earlier this year, arguing it would reduce
local control and make it more difficult
for towns to fund essential services.

WE LIFT IT?

Advanced Polyurethane Foam Injection l
Strong. Long Lasting. Cost Effective.

 Foundations
« Driveways
» Pool Decks

- Steps

Schedule Your FREE

- Walkways

Michelle & Trae Olsen
Owners & Operators

Evaluation and Estimate!

Trae@AccuLiftUSA.com
AccuLiftUSA.com




Proudly Serving North Carolina’s
14th Congressional District

~ Lo Mere_ -

IN HIS FIRST TERM IN CONGRESS, TIMMOORE DELIVERED:

[ CUT TAXES FOR WORKING FAMILIES AND SENIORS

[V INCREASED ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE AND LOWER PRESCRIPTION DRUG COST
[¥] PASSED BIPARTISAN LEGISLATION TO LOWER HOME OWNERSHIP COST
[v] SUPPORTED LAW ENFORCEMENT TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITIES SAFE

[¥] WORKED TO KEEP VIOLENT CRIMINALS OFF OUR STREETS
[¥] SECURED FUNDING FOR MAJOR ROAD & INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS

% EARLYVOTING: OCT15- 31 ELECTION DAY:NOV3 %

TIMMOORE.COM Paid for by Friends of Tim Moore
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Downtown Plan Must Deal with Trafhic, Red Line

BY MARK WASHBURN
long-term vision for a village
Amain street through Old Town
Cornelius has a vexing obstacle
on its edge: N.C. 115.

That topic and others were broached
at September’s Newsmakers Breakfast
at The Peninsula Club, organized by
Cornelius Today.

Rox Burhans, director of the Corne-
lius Planning Department, and David
Cole, assistant planning director, out-
lined the town’s 25-year plan to nurture
a pedestrian-friendly destination dis-
trict in the historic east end.

Split Decision

Audience comments quickly focused
on the congested corridor, which par-
allels the future Red Line rail tracks
and splits the old downtown from the
bustling retail and residential Antiquity
development.

“That was the first point we got from
everyone,” said Cole, referring to an
18-month public input process that
preceded the master plan.

Both Cole and Burhans stressed that
the master plan is a 25-year vision, not a
step-by-step urban planning document.

It will evolve as interest and concepts
develop in the area.

One idea under consideration, Cole
said, was realigning some streets to
create alternatives to using Catawba
Avenue to cross downtown. Mulberry
Street, for example, might be reengi-
neered to relieve some traffic at N.C.
115 and Catawba Avenue and possibly
connect to the new Red Line station, he
said.

The N.C. Department of Transporta-
tion, which controls N.C. 115, is also ex-
pected to examine alternatives, he said.

Linking Antiquity to the historic
district is a challenge because of the rail
and road corridor, Cole said. A bridge
or tunnel to cross N.C. 115 would be
costly, he said.

“Antiquity feels like an island,” he said.

But as development fills in open lots,
storefronts approaching N.C. 115 from
Antiquity might make the streetscape
scale feel more pedestrian-friendly, he
said.

Other Considerations

Moving the police station from down-
town is still under consideration, Bur-
hans said.

A more central location, possibly
closer to the town’s west side, might be
a good option. The department, he said,
has outgrown the building erected only
two decades ago.

“There could be a more active use of
that space,” said Burhans, even a bou-
tique hotel sometime in the future.

Among the core concepts of the
master plan is to encourage retail shops
along Catawba Avenue with residential
units upstairs.

One participant had a blunt question:
Why does the town need three vape
shops between the I-77 gateway and
Main Street?

A new ordinance restricts where such
businesses can go, Cole said, but the
three on Catawba Avenue are grandfa-
thered in place. It’s a bit awkward, he
acknowledged, for so many vape shops
to be in an area that is building on the
energy of the Cain Center to become an
arts-centric district.

New storefronts have opened recently
along the corridor, including Pure Olive,
Starlight Bakery and Jaleedy’s Dairy Bar.
Cain Center’s expansion includes The
Puckett Pottery House and new office
space in the historic Goodrum House.

and more

D:F Security & Surveillance
Keep an eye on the areas that
matter most with strategically
placed cameras and intelligent
security.

Visit Our Experience Center
124 Poplar Pointe Dr. Suite 101
Mooresville, NC 28117

SoundVision

simplifying life through technology

Peace of Mind,
Inside & Out

SHORTER DAYS. SMARTER PROTECTION.

As fall approaches and daylight fades earlier, the right
technology can help your home feel safer, more comfortable,
welcoming. From professionally designed
surveillance and security to intelligent outdoor lighting, we
create solutions that help you stay connected to your home.

£% Outdoor Lighting

" llluminate your pathways,
architecture, landscaping, and
gathering spaces while
improving visibility after dark.

)

uu

locks.

Let's Protect
¥ [e] Something

(=]3ch [=)

Extraordinary
Together

Smart Entry
Know who's at the door and

manage access with integrated
video doorbells and smart

R, (704) 696-2792

personalized scenes.

One-Touch Control
~ Bring lighting and security
together through convenient
keypads, touchscreens, and

@ info@svavnc.com

Save Our Trees

Removal of old-growth trees on West
Catawba where road widening is soon
to begin spurred a question from the
audience: Will trees need to be removed
from the historic district as well?

“Mature-growth trees help establish
the character of an area,” Burhans said,
and efforts are being undertaken to save
as many as possible. A tree census was
recently conducted in the downtown
area, and 231 trees were examined and
their health evaluated, he said.

Road projects often require trees to be
removed because of relocating utilities,
which is the situation on the west side,
he said.

Three or four parking decks may
eventually be needed in the east end
to serve the district and the Red Line,
which has an estimated arrival in nine
years, Cole said.

The event was attended by more than
50 residents, business owners and gov-
ernment officials.

Details on the November Newsmakers
Breakfast will be announced later this
month.

D Away From Home

Check cameras, receive alerts,
and stay connected to your
home even when you're not
home.

@ svavinc.com




BY LYN MULDROW
t’s fall, y’all! The leaves are changing
Iand the weather is cooling, so now
is the perfect time to cozy up with
anew book to usher in autumn and
spooky moods. These staft picks are
sure to share thrills amid the chills.

“The Witches
e of Cambridge”
i "f': o By Alice Hoffman
Wi [-‘:'_ 'i S (Adult fantasy,

historical fiction)

In this practical-
ly magical book,
join a couple of
Radcliffe College
students in the
1950s as they discover the mysteriously
intriguing Lilith Society, a group of
witches from colonial times.

Friendships and bonds form and are
tested as the girls walk into their power.
Perfect for lovers of historical fiction,
this cozy and creepy tale, written by the
author of the “Practical Magic” series, is
sure to share witchy delights.

“Little Red
— Autumn

on the Farm”
By Will Hillen-
brand
(Children)

“Little Red

Mutaren oo the Farm

Pumpkins
and hay and Halloween costumes, oh
my! Nothing feels more like fall than a
festival, and Little Red agrees. In this
delightfully drawn picture book, join
Katie and the little red truck as they
get all the other vehicles ready for the
harvest festival.

Redi

“Cemetery

Boys”
By Aiden Thomas
(Young adult)

What happens
in the cemetery
... doesn’t always
stay there. After
a failed ritual, a
would-be brujo
and a dead popular kid meet between
worlds in this queer, coming-of-age
young adult novel.

Will they get what they want? The love
and acceptance of their families and a
chance for redemption looms, and amid
it, love grows. An enchantingly spooky
pick for the season.

H. P
AIDEN THOMAS

“Blue Ridge
Parkway Road

Trips”
By Amy Balfour
(Adult nonfiction)

Want to go on
an adventure this
autumn? Instead
of using your GPS
and gaining #TravelTok suggestions,
grab this book and go on a road trip to
see the changing fall leaves along the
Blue Ridge Parkway.

Complete with a full map, this guide
details some fun things to do and expe-
rience along your journey. Go analog
this season and stop by the library to
tell us about your trip.

Fall is better at the library! We have a wide range of programs for all ages, includ-
ing baby and toddler story times, young child and teen art and science clubs, as well
as adult book clubs, crafting and painting workshops, and more.

Lyn Muldrow is a library associate at the Charlotte Mecklenburg Library in
Cornelius. Visit cmlibrary.org for more information about upcoming programs.
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DUTCHMANS

CASUAL LIVING

NEW
LOCATION!

Directly behind the (%:1)]
Center for the Arts

Mon - Sat 10am - 5:30pm | Sun12pm-5pm
19725 Oak Street Suite 1, Cornelius, NC 28031

Do

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
@FA RTHNERS

Price Ashe

Registered Client Experience Associate

We Partner.

480 5. Main Street, Suite 300
Davidson, NC 28036
{704 997-7550
www.davidsonwm.com

Securities and investment advisony senvices offened through SPartness, LLC
regisered broker-dealer and invesiment advizer, member FINRA and SIPC
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High School Sports

Girls Flag Football Kicks
Oft First Sanctioned Season

BY RYAN MOXON

fter more than 40 years as a
A gym-class and backyard staple,

flag football has become an
official high school sport in North Car-
olina, with the Hough High School girls
team taking the field for the inaugural
NCHSAA-sanctioned season.

Flag has been offered at a local level
since 2022 under a partnership between
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools and the
Carolina Panthers, but received sanc-
tioning last spring by the NCHSAA,
with the first official contests this fall.
This season marks the first time a state
champion will be crowned.

The transition from spring to fall has
presented some challenges, said head
coach Ryan Redd, including a short
turnaround to prepare for the season,
athletes choosing between flag football
and other fall sports and a state-man-
dated dead period that limited opportu-
nities for tryouts and preparation.

The new varsity designation also
brings additional requirements, includ-
ing using a school activity bus for road
games and meeting NCHSAA eligibility
requirements.

On the field

Hough is building on a spring season
that ended with a loss to West Char-
lotte. The Huskies returned a strong
core of players and Redd has set his
sights on a conference championship
and a deep playoff run.

“We have a lot of talent and returning
players,” Redd said. “We have the po-
tential to be a very good team that can
compete with anyone in the state”

The Huskies have several returning
players contributing on both sides of
the ball.

Defensively, Abby Yang is back at
cornerback, where Redd points to
her intelligence and coverage ability.
Angie Rueda returns as a rusher and
linebacker, while Ella Carnes is back at
safety and Madison St Denis returns at
linebacker.

Offensively, Deonna Parker is back at
wide receiver, along with Gabby Hinds
at receiver and center. Jocelyn Pradas
contributes on both sides of the ball,

r-"

LAW FIRM, P.A.

Cornelius, NC 28031

(704) 439-1350 « www.mathesonattys.com

9624 Bailey Rd., Suite 292

Real Estate
Transactional Firm

Contact us for:

+ Real Estate Closings

« Title Searches

« Document Preparation

Hough'’s Bria Karpeh | Photo by Hough student Gisselle Meza-Hernandez

while Jamyra Dorce returns as a receiv-
er.

Several newcomers also have become
contributors.

Bria Karpeh plays receiver and de-
fensive back, while Kate Gilmore, Laila
Herriott and center Alanna Montemur-
no have contributed on offense.

Defensively, Alannah Broadaway
has returned after missing last season
because of track, and plays cornerback.
Anna Rahaim and Mackenzie Kamara
provide speed at rusher, while Lilly
Franklin contributes at linebacker.

& Flexible schedule,
" no minimum # of hours required

% Make a tangible difference
% Assist Senior Citizens

Volunteers provide transportation around the home, offer friendly
visits and phone calls to Senior Citizens in the Lake Norman area.

Hough uses many players on both
sides of the ball, keeping its playmakers
on the field in different combinations.

Zoie Klakulak, Dorce and Karpeh
rotate at quarterback depending on the
play call.

Season update

Hough opened the season against
Palisades, which has won the last three
city championships. Palisades beat the
Huskies 31-0 in the season opener.

Hough responded with a gritty 19-14
win over Chambers.

The Huskies also face Hopewell and
Myers Park during conference play,
matchups Redd identified as ones to
watch.

There were no changes to Hough’s
coaching staff for the new season. Redd,
who played football in high school and
college and has coached football for 15
years, is in his third season coaching
flag football at Hough after playing the
sport for more than seven years.

He said the team’s depth has been one
of the most encouraging aspects of the
season.

“I love that we have the ability to sub
players in and it doesn't change the level
of play that we have on the field, offen-
sively or defensively,” he said.

The Huskies also have emphasized
playing for one another.

“We have a very unselfish team this
season that are playing for one common
goal — to win,” Redd said.

Flag growth

The sport has grown rapidly in North
Carolina in recent years, with 117
teams competing in 2024-25 and 135
in 2025-26. By the time the NCHSAA
approved sanctioning, 154 high schools
had committed to field teams for the
2026-27 season.

The inaugural NCHSAA champi-
onship is scheduled for Nov. 14, with
playofts beginning Oct. 31.

v Community
Connections

“ would shout from the
mountaintops about the incredible
ways that you serve us and with
such an amazing upbeat spirit of
cheerful helpfulness.”

—A Member

CALL OR APPLY ONLINE

980-689-1843

seniorcommunityconnections.org
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Wegmans Eyes Cornelius

Wegmans has signed an agreement
to purchase a large tract near Atrium
Health on Statesville Road, the com-
pany confirmed. The Rochester, N.Y.-
based grocery chain is evaluating the
site as a possible future store, along with
other potential uses. No final decisions
have been made.

The property is part of a 90-acre
tract at Westmoreland and Statesville
roads, with the Atrium facility occupy-
ing about 30 acres and the remainder
available for development. Wegmans

Cornelit

COMMUNITY
SHRED EVENT

i
BecauseYouServed
Heroes List Homes For Free

Oct 24th 11 a.m.

Join us for a Fun Community Family Event!

SHRED FOR FREE (no trailers)

Cornelius Police Dept. will have swag!

sponsor booths will have
SWAG too and savings for

Veterans and First Responders!

|
Sign up for our

daily e-newsletter:
corneliustoday.com

typically seeks 10 to 14 acres for a store.
A grocery store would require rezoning.

Davidson Program
Builds Friendships

Davidson College students and older
adults in the Lake Norman area can

-2 p.m.

~ Face Painting ~

~ Cotton Candy ~
~ Corn Hole Games ~
~ Twisted Balloons ~

~ JR Massage Bus on site ~

Because You Served

BLUEST*R

MOVE HANAGEMENT

participate in Adopt-A-Grandfriend, a
program that pairs participants based
on shared interests.

The program, sponsored by David-
son College and the Town of Davidson
Parks & Recreation Department, is free.
Participants can meet for coffee, take
walks, attend sporting events or perfor-
mances, share meals or simply spend
time together.

The program is designed to encourage
friendships between generations rather
than assign participants to a set sched-
ule. Registration remains open through-
out the year.

$500,000 for Bailey Road
Parkland

Cornelius received a $500,000 state
grant to help offset the cost of acquiring
37 acres of future parkland north of
Bailey Road.

The property, purchased by the town
for about $962,000, is adjacent to 36.18
acres acquired in 2025, creating a
contiguous 73-acre area of town-owned
land. The mostly wooded property in-
cludes several creeks and is intended for
future park development and passive
recreation.

The grant came through the North
Carolina Parks and Recreation Trust
Fund. Cornelius’ application ranked
first among projects considered in the
competitive review.

West Catawba Clearing
Tied to Widening

Tree clearing along West Catawba
Avenue and Westmoreland Road is
connected to the planned widening of
West Catawba, officials said.

EnergyUnited said trees are being
removed in areas where power lines
will eventually have to be moved for the
road project. That explains why some
clearing extends well beyond existing
power lines.

The North Carolina Department of
Transportation currently has construc-
tion on the widening project scheduled
to begin in 2028.

Home Values Rise in
Revaluation

Mecklenburg County’s preliminary
2027 property revaluation shows a me-
dian increase of about 15% for residen-
tial properties and 30% for commercial
properties.

The figures are not final. County as-
sessment staff are continuing to review
more than 428,000 residential and

commercial parcels through the end of
2026.

The new assessed values will reflect es-
timated market values as of Jan. 1, 2027.
The higher assessments do not directly
determine property tax bills; county,
city and town officials will establish tax
rates in 2027.

Bailey Tennis Complex
Wins Award

Bailey Road Park was recognized by
the United States Tennis Association,
receiving the 2026 Outstanding Facility
Award for its new 12-court complex.

The North Carolina USTA also named
the Cornelius parks department its Out-
standing Department of the Year. Both
awards recognize the development and
programming at the facility.

Parks Commissioner Jana Ritter
received a state merit award for starting
a tennis program for Bailey Middle
School students at the facility.

Cornelius Man Charged
in Peeping Case

A Cornelius man was arrested after
police said he was standing outside a
residence window while committing a
sexual act in the presence of a minor.

Police responded to a residence in
the 19000 block of Feriba Place after
receiving a report of a peeping incident.
Following an investigation, officers ar-
rested Andrew Mark Bruce and charged
him with felony indecent exposure in
the presence of a minor.

Bruce was taken to the Mecklenburg
County Detention Center and later
given a $15,000 secured bond. Police
released information about the case to
alert residents and encourage them to
report suspicious activity.

Giant Flag Approved

An 1,800-square-foot American flag
will be allowed at the Randy Marion
dealership on Torrence Chapel Road
near Exit 28 after the town approved a
special-use permit.

The flag will fly from a 114.84-foot
flagpole. The town’s normal rules lim-
it flagpoles to 30 feet and flags to 40
square feet.

The Town Board changed the devel-
opment code in January to allow larger
U.S. and North Carolina flags with
approval from the Board of Adjustment.
The Randy Marion flag is the first to re-
ceive approval under the revised rules.



FALLINTO SOMETHING CREATIVE

NEW WORKSHOPS

PERFECT FOR BEGINNERS AND ALL SKILL LEVELS, OUR FALL
WORKSHOPS OFFER A FUN, EASY WAYTO EXPLORE CERAMICS,
LEARN SOMETHING NEW, AND CREATE SOMETHING OF YOUR OWN.

CARVING JACK-O-LANTERNS

GET INTO THE SPIRIT OF FALL! CARVE AND DECORATE YOUR OWN CLAY JACK-0"-
LANTERN IN'A'STYLE THAT'S SPOOKY, SILLY, RUSTIC, OR UNIQUELY YOU.

BEGINNER POTTERY WHEEL WORKSHOP

GIVE THE POTTERY WHEEL A SPIN! LEARN THE BASICS IN THIS FUN, BEGINNER- :,,x
FRIENDLY WORKSHOP. NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED, JUST BRING YOUR CREATIVITY, .="

HOLIDAY ORNAMENT WORKSHOP « - ﬂ |
MAKE SOMETHING SPECIAL FOR THE SEASON! HANDBUILD ONEOFAKIND | \/
CERAMIC ORNAMENTS; THEN BRING THENTTO LREMH COLORFUL CLAZE. -,

CHRISTMAS TREE LUMINARN
CREATE A LITTLE HOLIDAY MAGIC! ,THROW 0 T#ND UILD-; OUR
L ITWI [E.

CAINARTS.ORG




EST. 1957

CORNELIUS | $4,950,000
15503 Fishermans Rest Court
Christina Stone | 704.740.0629

CORNELIUS | $1,950,000
18620 Town Harbour Road
Anita Sabates | 704.562.2515

DAVIDSON | $1,590,000 1 DAVIDSON | $1,190,000
- 170 S Kimberly Road o 625 James Alexander Way
Bridget Gusmano | 631.394.6416 ' Naomi Hofert & Diane Hofert | 704.968.3754

LUXURYLISTINGS THE CAROLINAS

. SCAN TO v
VIEW MORE &T&lﬁ IN LUXURY IN



HOWARD HANNA

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

#1 FAMILY-OWNED IN THE U.S.

"PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

Experience the next level in luxury
real estate when you partner with us.
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Cornelius

8/24/26, $450,000, 11364 Heritage
Green Dr, 3BR/2.5BA, Heritage Green,
1749 sq ft, built 2004

8/24/26, $1,570,000, 17229 Green
Dolphin Ln, 5BR/4BA, The Peninsula,
3439 sq ft, built 1996

8/25/26, $497,000, 10427 Danesway
Ln, 3BR/2.5BA, Wellsley Village, 2050
sq ft, built 1994

Lo . 3 : 5
8/25/26, $405,900, 11148 Heritage

Green Dr, 3BR/2.5BA, Heritage Green,

1737 sq ft, built 2004
8/27/26, $375,200, 19866 Lamp

Lighters Way, 2BR/2.5BA, Antiquity,

8/26/26, $345,000, 8955 Rosalyn Glen 1296 sq ft, built 2011

Rd, 2BR/2BA, Edinburgh Square, 1620

sq ft, built 2006
a 8/27/26, $595,000, 17718 Morehamp-

ton Ave, 3BR/2BA, Baileys Glen, 1962
sq ft, built 2018

Now Serving Veterans and
First Responders & Families

FREE REAL ESTATE SERVICE

Offered to Sellers & Buyers Saving
Thousands of Dollars in Commissions

Nrr—
BecauseYouServed

855-iServed (855-473-7833)

Get Your FREE Benefits ID at
www.BecauseYouServed.com
20460 Chartwell Center Dr., Ste 2, Cornelius

$4,700,000 | 20711 Bethel Church Road, Corneli

8/28/26, $420,000, 8304 Viewpoint
Ln, 3BR/2.5BA, Harborside Townho-
mes, 2330 sq ft, built 2007

8/28/26, $2,700,000, 20107 Bascom
Ridge Dr, 5BR/5BA, Crown Harbor,
7024 sq ft, built 1996

8/31/26, $660,000, 8707 Lake Pines
Dr, 4BR/2.5BA, Westmoreland, 2485
sq ft, built 2008

8/31/26, $860,000, 17120 Players
Ridge Dr, 3BR/2.5BA, The Peninsula,
2456 sq ft, built 1996

8/27/26, $3,505,700, 17821 Carlow
Rd, 4BR/4.5BA, Cornelius, 3739 sq ft,
built 2008

8/31/26, $856,000, 21904 Torrence
Chapel Rd, 6BR/4BA, Torrence Chapel
Estates, 4371 sq ft, built 2017

8/27/26, $812,000, 17426 Spring-
winds Dr #122, 3BR/2.5BA, The Penin-
sula, 2264 sq ft, built 2000

9/1/26, $465,000, 10139 Caldwell De-
pot Rd, 3BR/2.5BA, Caldwell Station,
1970 sq ft, built 2004

»

River Rock at
Alexander Farms

is a vibrant 55+ active adult
community offering beautifully
designed luxury ranch-style homes
in Cornelius, NC. Ideally located and
complemented by our signature Easy
Living, maintenance-free lifestyle, River
Rock at Alexander Farms gives you the
freedom to spend more time enjoying what matters most.

COMING SOON!

River Rock at Alexander Farms — The Manor,
a new collection of apartment-style residences
thoughtfully designed with the same
exceptional quality, craftsmanship, and attention
to detail as our luxury ranch-style homes.

Enjoy
8-Weeks
Base Rent FREE
on a 14-Month
Lease!

Experience a lifestyle centered on comfort,
convenience and everyday enjoyment.

www.riverrockatalexanderfarms.com

Contact Us Today for a Tour! (919) 913-6043




waterfront home on a private half-acre lot with direct water access and a private pier

F

with an attached floating dock.

Inside, enjoy hardwood floors, an updated kitchen with quartz countertops and walk-
in pantry, a vaulted Great Room with fireplace and lake views, and a main-level
primary suite. Two spacious decks, a fenced backyard, flexible bonus
space, and a detached garage complete this exceptional waterfront
retreat just minutes from Jetton Park, dining,
shopping, and I-77.

CREAC!

=] ._ s
kY LAKE NORMAN

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated

MATT & BRITT SARVER
(704) 445.9977 4k

Discover Your Next Home

KELLERWILLIAMS
l/W)(th’l

INTERNATIONAL

LAKEFRONT LUXURY, ELEVATED

Discover 20845 Lagoona Drive, Cornelius, NC, a beautifully remodeled Lake Norman
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Sales coxmueo

END UNIT IN CALDWELL STATION!

9/1/26, $4,685,000, 18407 Peninsula
Cove Ln, 4BR/4.5BA, The Peninsula,
5604 sq ft, built 1999

DEBBIE
MONROE
Broker/REALTOR®, SFR
® 2013-2024 Top Sales Associate
e 38 Years of Superior Service

704.533.0444

DebbieM@LakeNormanRealty.com

Because Experience Counts,
Call Debbie Today!

9/1/26, $248,000, 18809 Nautical Dr
#302, 2BR/2BA, Admirals Quarters,
940 sq ft, built 1987

9/3/26, $285,000, 7500 Woods Ln #46,
2BR/2BA, Wood Duck Cove, 1024 sq
ft, built 1987

$278,000
MLS# 4398318

Y/

20 24

| 2

F # Huntersville

veterinary clinic

Now Open!

Serving the Lake Norman area, Huntersville Veterinary
Clinic is proud to be 100% locally owned. We blend
medical expertise with genuine human connection,

ensuring every visit is informative and as enjoyable as

possible for both pets and their parents.

r—_-———— \|
o a
I $ so ‘q \6&:’ \S‘S'e‘g: gurt R ' /
| OFF I 3,002 :
| | Nest
I FIRST EXAM I
NEW CLIENTS ONLY. ONE PER HOUSEHOLD.
L EXPIRES 12/31/2026
! orer
Contact Us! = by
(704) 997-6167 : - e
. Clinic -=" |
Book Online at e
. 16615 W Catawba Ave, Suite F,
huntersvillevet.com

Huntersville, NC 28078

9/3/26, $620,000, 17721 Morehamp-
ton Ave, 3BR/3BA, Baileys Glen, 3029
sq ft, built 2017

9/3/26, $535,000, 17726 Morehamp-
ton Ave, 3BR/2BA, Baileys Glen, 1712
sq ft, built 2018

9/3/26, $4,700,000, 20711 Bethel
Church Rd, 6BR/7.5BA, Flagship, 7097
sq ft, built 2002

9/4/26, $1,300,000, 18607 John Con-
nor Rd, 4BR/3BA, The Peninsula, 3309
sq ft, built 1993

9/8/26, $636,636, 19330 Yachtman Dr,
4BR/3BA, Yachtman Shores, 2585 sq
ft, built 1987

9/8/26, $360,000, 8942 Rosalyn Glen
Rd, 2BR/2BA, Edinburgh Square, 1290
sq ft, built 2000

9/9/26, $970,000, 17925 Kings Point
Dr Unit F, 3BR/3BA, Kings Point, 2118
sq ft, built 1991

9/9/26, $282,500, 18001 Delmas Dr
Unit 2E, 2BR/2BA, Oakhurst, 1178 sq
ft, built 2006

9/10/26, $774,900, 8703 Lake Pines
Dr, 4BR/3.5BA, Westmoreland, 3153
sq ft, built 2010

9/10/26, $549,000, 10432 Audubon
Ridge Dr, 3BR/2.5BA, Washam Potts
Townhomes, 2272 sq ft, built 2023

9/10/26, $477,500, 18749 Vineyard
Point Ln, 2BR/2BA, Vineyard Point,
1043 sq ft, built 1990

9/11/26, $799,000, 20417 Harborgate
Ct #507, 2BR/2BA, Harborgate, 1738
sq ft, built 1985

9/11/26, $5,625,000, 16906 Lake
Shore Dr, 5BR/5.5BA, Lake Norman
Island, 6427 sq ft, built 2024

9/15/26, $550,000, 21064 Nannie
Potts Ln, 4BR/2.5BA, Cornelius, 2847
sq ft, built 2021



4425178 Position your next venture on approxi-
mately 1.65 acres along Beatties Ford Rd, surround-
ed by established retail and restaurant activity. With
commercial zoning, existing well and septic infrastruc-
ture, and city water and sewer available at the street,
the property presents a compelling redevelopment
opportunity. The land’s prominent positioning along a
well-traveled corridor offers an appealing foundation
for a future commercial concept. $892,500

4426602 Arare Huntersville find where a
beautifully remodeled home, approximately 1.4
acres, and a finished barn/studio come together for
room to live, work, create, and entertain. Tucked
into a country-inspired setting near Birkdale Village
and Lake Norman, this property delivers a sense

of seclusion while remaining well-connected to the
area’s amenities. Brand-new roofs, no HOA, and ex-
ceptional versatility make this a standout opportunity
in the heart of Huntersville. $899,000

s

4418933 A spacious backyard, no HOA,
three bedrooms, and an extensive list of recent
upgrades make this Wellsley Village property one
worth seeing. Original red oak floors, a sun-filled
300-square-foot flex space, cedar siding, and a
beautifully refreshed interior give the residence plen-
ty of personality. With Downtown Cornelius, Lake
Norman, greenways, and dining in close proximity,
this is a home that blends character with an enviable
Comelius address. $429,000

4424866 Wake up above the city and end the
day with panoramic Charlotte skyline views from
your private 17th-floor balcony. This one-bedroom
Trademark residence pairs floor-to-ceiling windows
and an open layout with recent enhancements,
assigned parking, and an impressive collection

of building amenities. From stadium events and
Uptown dining to light rail and Charlotte Gateway
Station, the best of the city unfolds just beyond your
doorstep.! $355,000

COMMERCIAL

Lake Norman Realty offers
dedicated commercial real estate
broker services for buyers, sellers,
landlords, and tenants. If it's
commercial, we've got you covered.

.| 800-315-3655

| Featuring 111-115 N Main Street
Mooresville, North Carolina 28115:
Own a piece of Mooresville
history with this iconic downtown
commercial landmark, home to
the historic D.E. Turner Hardware
A building. This rare property offers
unmatched character and potential.
A true cornerstone of Downtown
=l Mooresville, opportunities like this
rarely come available.

COMMERCIAL:

OFFICE LOCATIONS

Cornelius 704.892.9673
Davidson 704.655.2600
Denver 704.483.1518
Mooresville 704.663.3655

Statesville 704.881.0771
Rentals 704.662.6049
Relocation 800.315.3655

4424230 Experience the best of Old Town
Cornelius from a residence that pairs timeless
character with tasteful enhancements and versatile
spaces. Hardwood floors, vaulted ceilings, a
main-level primary suite, screened porch, and
oversized garage come together for an inviting
place to call home. Step outside your front door
and into the energy of Cornelius, with dining, arts,
entertainment, Lake Norman, and I-77 just a short
drive away. $499,000

—

4424260 Five bedrooms, four full baths, a
fenced backyard, and a thoughtfully designed floor
plan give this Mooresville residence the versatility
today’s buyers are seeking. From the oversized
kitchen island and walk-in pantry to the main-level
guest suite and impressive primary retreat, each
space brings something special to the floor plan. Set
in Meadows at Coddle Creek near Publix, Moores-
ville schools, restaurants, and Main Street, this
property is ready for its next chapter. $499,999

T —

e S i L
4422370 Trade the hustle for a little more
breathing room with this well-maintained home on
approximately one acre. Wood floors, a welcoming
kitchen, and an above-ground pool come together
to provide an inviting backdrop that is ready to be
enjoyed. Whether you're dreaming of gathering
outdoors, or simply having more space, this
property brings country charm and everyday
comfort together. $280,000

4422376 Arenovated one-story bungalow, a
generously sized backyard, and no HOA put this
charming Mooresville property in a category of its
own. Inside, original heart-pine character meets a
refreshed kitchen, renovated bath, new flooring,
recessed lighting, and a modernized electrical
system. With Main Street restaurants, coffee shops,
shopping, the new baseball park, and Lake Norman a
short drive away, this is an exciting opportunity near
the heart of Mooresville. $259,900

LAKE VACATION

Escape to breathtaking Lake Norman for
an unforgettable vacation this summer.
Enjoy water sports, fishing, and stunning
scenery.

y{ Discover exceptional vacation rentals at
l! www.lakenormanvacationrentals.com,
from luxurious waterfront homes to cozy
retreats. Experience boating, kayaking,
charming towns, and delicious cuisine.

] Let Lake Norman Realty Vacation
,: Rentals help you plan your dream
| getaway. Visit our website today!

VACATION RENTALS

PP LAKE NORMAN | 2.0z
==REALTY, INC. '

REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES

2 THE WORLD

Our Experience Runs Deep.
www.LakeNormanRealty.com
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Protecting our LKN Community with
Disability Income Insurance

2> WHAT IS DISABILITY
INCOME INSURANCE?
Disability Income (DI)
Insurance protects against
loss of income if you are out
of work due to a disability.

2> WHAT ABOUT WORKERS
COMPENSATION?

Many small business owners
“exclude” themselves from
WC. A DI policy would be in
your personal name and give
you coverage on and off

the job. Losing your income
could be detrimental to your
business’ ability to function.

] r ! | r
¥ Fogle Inurance Group

2> WHAT WOULD IT COVER?
Disability Insurance policies
typically cover about 60% of
your salary.

2> WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS?
There are many ways to
customize your coverage and
see what is mostimportant to
you. It can grow along with
you and your business.

10105 Hickorywood Hill Avenue, Suite A

Huntersville, NC 28078

RESIDENTIAL
RESIDENTIAL

PROTECT WHAT WE LOVE.»

Shawn Fogle,
Vice President

With 40 years of insurance
experience, Shawn s
knowledgeable in life
insurance and can obtain
the coverage you need.

Speak with
Shawn or one
of our experts
today,

(704) 875-3060

INSURANCE

LIFF « HOWME = CAR « ALISINESS

Please scan
and share this
code with
friends to
sign our
petition.

KEEP CORNELIUS NEIGHBORHOODS RESIDENTIAL.

Sales coxmueo

9/15/26, $612,000, 18201 Coulter
Pkwy, 3BR/2BA, Baileys Glen, 1945 sq
ft, built 2014

9/15/26, $535,000, 18814 Coachmans
Trce, 4BR/2.5BA, Glenridge, 2540 sq
ft, built 2003

9/16/26, $1,285,000, 9133 Robbins
Preserve Rd, 4BR/3.5BA, Robbins
Park, 3214 sq ft, built 2014

9/16/26, $760,000, 20112 N Cove Rd,
5BR/3.5BA, Jetton Cove, 3089 sq ft,
built 1998

9/17/26, $678,000, 18613 Vineyard
Point Ln, 3BR/2BA, Vineyard Point,
1269 sq ft, built 1990

9/17/26, $380,000, 19303 Pocono Ln,
3BR/2BA, Heritage Green, 1456 sq ft,
built 2010

9/17/26, $305,000, 20128 Zion Ave,
3BR/1BA, Starmount, 1415 sq ft, built
1936

9/18/26, $1,133,100, 17318 Players
Ridge Dr, 4BR/3.5BA, The Peninsula,
3163 sq ft, built 1995

9/18/26, $290,000, 18429 Streamline
Ct, 3BR/2.5BA, Caldwell Station, 1271
sq ft, built 2006

Davidson

8/25/26, $1,000,000, 20029 Callaway
Hills Ln, 3BR/2.5BA, Runneymede,
3254 sq ft, built 2006

8/25/26, $1,600,000, 12820 Westmo-
reland Farm Rd, 5BR/4.5BA, Westmo-
reland Farm, 3748 sq ft, built 2005

8/25/26, $2,400,000, 419 South St
#32, 5BR/5BA, Davidson, 3623 sq ft,
built 2025

8/26/26, $515,000, 3388 Brackhill St,
5BR/3.5BA, The Farm At Riverpointe,
2621 sq ft, built 2026

More transactions online at

www.corneliustoday.com




Premier 1 Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Heritage e = - ; Service Marketing Innovation

A

NORMAN ESTATES SAILVI-EW
8515 Norman Estates Drive  $17.900.000 3904 Channel Pointe Lane $5,995,000
Ben Bowen 704.572.6070 Ben Bowen 704.572.6070

CONCORD BAHIA BAY WESTMORELAND FARM
525 Lake Lynn Road $4,995,000 21506 Rio Oro Drive $4,300,000 12851 Westmoreland Farm Road  $3,995,000
Ben Bowen 704.572.6070 Christy Walker 704.439.5300 Ben Bowen 704.572.6070

SHADOWCREEK THE PENINSULA

WATERMARK BAHIA BAY

21314 Olde Quarry Lane $2,150,000 17626 Spinnakers Reach Drive $1,675000 19329 Watermark Drive #342 $1800,000 21200 Rio Oro Drive $1,224,900 7835 Sand Trap Lane $850,000
Ben Bowen 704.572.6070 MarziaMazzotti  704.497.6599 The Petrenko Group 910.916.4305 Christy Walker 704.439.5300 Christy Walker 704.439.5300

Where the Blue Ridge Mountains meet the sky,
discover a private enclave of new mountain homes
with panoramic views, wellness amenities, nature trails,
gathering spaces, a market and café in one of Western
North Carolina’s most coveted destinations.

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby's

P re m i e r S Otheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks

used with permission. Each office is independently

INTERNATIONAL REALTY  owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. PRICES FROM $1.7 MILLION 828.888.0102 | Info@Longcliff.com

Scan to view >\ 1 LAKE NORMAN OFFICE
Open Houses, listings, Oo 704.727.4170

offices, and advisor details. Sotheby’s International Rea|ty® Affiliate Company in the World 19825-D NORTH COVE ROAD, CORNELIUS, NC 28031

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Property information herein is derived from various resources, including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.



24 - Cornelius Today * October 2026

Visit CorneliusToday.com for a com-
prehensive list of all live musicand
comedy events. Details are subject
to change - visit venue websites for
up-to-date information.

OCTOBER 1
The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 6 p.m. —
John Sullivan — (Rock) — Free

The Alleyway | 6:30-9:30 p.m. — Holly
Hopkins Jazz — (Jazz) — Free

OCTOBER 2
Lost Worlds Brewing | 6 p.m. — Carolina
Ridgeline — (Bluegrass) — Free

H2 Public House | 7 p.m. — Jared Evans —
(Rock) — Free

Harp & Crown | 7-10 p.m. — Bullfrog Moon
— (Acoustic) — Free

Torrence & Knox | 7 p.m. — Casey Clark &
the Sugar Bush — (Rock) — Free

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Hells Bells
w/ TNT — (AC/DC Tribute) — Paid

Bin110 | 9 p.m. — John Sullivan — (Multi
Genre) — Free

OCTOBER 3

* Boatyard LKN | 6 p.m. — Genera-
tion Radio w/ U-Phonik — (Benefit
Concert) — Paid

760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — Kristy Scheir-
er & Michael — (Acoustic Rock) — Free
Royal Bliss | 7-10 p.m. — String Theory —
(Classic Rock) — Free

Cain Center for the Arts | 7:30 p.m. —

American Elton — (Elton John Tribute) —
Paid

OCTOBER 9

H2 Public House | 7 p.m. — Little Johnny
Trailor Trash — (Rock) — Free

Cain Center for the Arts | 7:30 p.m. — Jass
Legacy Project — (Louis Armstrong Tribute)
— Paid

* Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — PUSHH —
(Rock) — Paid

Bin110 | 9 p.m. — Josh Holland — (‘90s
Rock Ballads/Country) — Free

Rudder & Rose | 10 p.m. — String Theory
Full Band — (Pop/Classics) — Free

OCTOBER 10
Primal Brewery | 5 p.m. — Matt Walsh &
The Movers — (Blues) — Free

760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — Dugi B &
Burl — (Acoustic) — Free

Harp & Crown | 7-10 p.m. — Ryan Winter
— (Piano/Vocalist) — Free

Cain Center for the Arts | 7:30 p.m. — To
the Limit — (Eagles Tribute) — Paid

The Alleyway | 7:30-10:30 p.m. — Bobby
Thomas Trio — (Jazz) — Free

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m.— OnThe
Border — (Eagles Tribute) — Paid

PRESENTED BY

Saturday, October 31 | Brightside & Krak'd Vinyl

Lake Norman's sixth annual Halloween Party. Cash prizes for best costumes.
High-energy live bands. Tricks, treats and plenty of fun. Tickets on sale now.

Boatyard LKN, 7 p.m. Paid.

OCTOBER 11
The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 10 a.m. —
Acoustic Solutions — (Jazz) — Free

Cain Center for the Arts | 6 p.m. — Stun-
dom — (Nordic Folk) — Paid

OCTOBER 14

Peninsula Prime | 6 p.m. — Coconut
Groove Band Duo — (Acoustic) — Free

OCTOBER 15
The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 6 p.m. —
Acoustic Solutions — (Jazz) — Free

OCTOBER 16
H2 Public House | 7 p.m. — The Righteous
Jamstones — (Rock) — Free

Royal Bliss | 7-10 p.m. — Carolina Firestorm
— (Rock) — Free

Torrence & Knox | 7 p.m. — John Tice —
(Rock) — Free

Cain Center for the Arts | 7:30 p.m. — Cha-
tham Rabbits — (Americana) — Paid

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Wannabe
— (Spice Girls Tribute w/ Avalora)
— Paid
Bin110 | 9 p.m. — Vinyl Live — (Classic
Rock) — Free

OCTOBER 17
Lost Worlds Brewing | 5:30 p.m. — Keith
Wilson — (Singer Songwriter) — Free

760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — Joe Middle-
ton — (Classic Acoustic) — Free

Boatyard LKN | 7 p.m. — Post Nation

& Ella Nation - Rusty Rudder 10-Year

Reunion — (Post Malone & Ella Lang-
ley Tributes) — Paid

Harp & Crown | 7-10 p.m. — Velcrows —
(Rock) — Free

Cain Center for the Arts | 7:30 p.m. — Dark
Echoes — (Pink Floyd Tribute) — Paid

The Alleyway | 8-11 p.m. — Holly Hopkins
— (Jazz) — Free

Rudder & Rose | 10 p.m. — Velvet Edge —
(Pop) — Free

OCTOBER 18
The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 10 a.m. —
Acoustic Solutions — (Jazz) — Free

Cain Center for the Arts | 3 p.m. — NC
Youth Orchestra — (Classical) — Paid

OCTOBER 22

The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 6 p.m. —
John Sullivan — (Rock) — Free

OCTOBER 23
Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Slippery
When Wet — (Bon Jovi Tribute) —
Paid
Bin110 | 9 p.m. — Stormin Norman Experi-
ence — (Classic Rock/Country) — Free

OCTOBER 24
760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — Brian English
— (Acoustic) — Free

Torrence & Knox | 7 p.m. — Keith Wilson —
(Rock) — Free

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — SkynFolks
w/ Laura Vinson — (Lynyrd Skynyrd
Tribute) — Paid
The Alleyway | 8-11 p.m. — Serendipity —
(Acoustic) — Free

Rudder & Rose | 10 p.m. — Orange Plush
— (Pop) — Free

OCTOBER 25
The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 10 a.m. —
Acoustic Solutions — (Jazz) — Free

Cain Center for the Arts | 3 p.m.— NC
Youth Orchestra — (Classical) — Paid

OCTOBER 29

Peninsula Prime | 6 p.m. — John Sullivan
— (Acoustic) — Free

OCTOBER 30
Harp & Crown | 7-10 p.m. — Union Groove
— (Rock) — Free

Royal Bliss | 7-10 p.m. — Stereo Waves —
(Rock) — Free

Cain Center for the Arts | 7:30 p.m. — John
Schneider — (Country) — Paid

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Landslide
— (Fleetwood Mac Tribute) — Paid

OCTOBER 31

Primal Brewery | 5 p.m. — Confetti Cannon
— (Rock) — Free

Lost Worlds Brewing | 6 p.m. — Reece
Brendle — (Country) — Free

* Boatyard LKN | 7 p.m. — Brightside
w/ Krak'd Vinyl - Halloween Party —

('90s Rock) — Paid

Torrence & Knox | 7 p.m. — Sully & Friends
— (Rock) — Paid
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Shhh... Harp & Crown Owners
Launch New Speakeasy

BY JON SHOW

he Alleyway, a new cocktail
Tlounge from the owners of Harp

& Crown, is set to officially open
this month in the space next door,
bringing specialty cocktails, jazz and a
1920s-inspired atmosphere to the heart
of Cornelius.

Mary and Pat Maiorino, owners of
Harp & Crown, have spent the past 16
months transforming the space across
the alley into a bar designed to feel dis-
tinctly different from the area's sports
and live-music establishments.

“It’s about bringing us back to the
older times,” Mary Maiorino said.

The Alleyway by Harp & Crown will
be open from 5 p.m. to midnight Tues-
day through Saturday when it launches,
although Maiorino said the schedule
could change. It will be open for private
events on weekends.

The 75-seat concept centers on spe-
cialty cocktails rather than draft beer or
sports. The bar will have about 20 signa-
ture drinks, a few incorporating a Celtic
theme including the Dublin Express,
Celtic Breeze and Fake Foolery.

Maiorino said the bar is intended to
be a place where people can talk and
socialize without televisions dominating
the room. There is one TV tucked into
the end of the establishment.

“This is about more connection and
that chill vibe,” she said.

Live music will also be part of the
concept, with jazz planned primarily
for weekends. The lounge will avoid the
rock-band format in exchange for more
background atmosphere.

“It’s not going to be the loud music,
she said. “We want our own flavor”

The Alleyway will also introduce
a monthly themed party. The first is
planned for October and will have a
Roaring *20s theme, with a DJ, dancing
and ticketed admission.

The room itself is designed to rein-
force the concept. Maiorino painted the
walls black to highlight exposed wood
beams that were already in the build-
ing and added a chandelier and other
lighting. Candles throughout the room
create an intimate atmosphere at night.

Maiorino also created one of the
room's more distinctive features:
1920s-style portraits of Harp & Crown
regulars and friends. The couple used
artificial intelligence to turn photo-
graphs of their customers and friends

Mary and Pat Maiorino | Photo by Jon Show

into period-style portraits, which now
cover the walls.
Maiorino handled the decorating

herself, drawing on a passion for design,
and the name came from the atmo-
sphere she wanted to create.

“It felt like a speakeasy to me,” Maiori-
no said. “I definitely wanted it dark and
moody, and I thought the Alleyway was
a perfect match.”

The Alleyway grew out of an oppor-
tunity that emerged shortly after the
Maiorinos purchased Harp & Crown,
which had been operating for about a
decade under previous owners and was
sold to the couple in 2024.

Shortly afterward, the space across
the entryway became available, and
the Maiorinos saw an opportunity to
expand their business with a second
concept.

“We just thought it was a really great
opportunity,” Maiorino said. “The
patios connect. Let’s just utilize this as a
type of a cocktail lounge.”

The couple moved to Huntersville
from Raleigh two years ago to be clos-
er to their daughter, son-in-law and
grandchildren. Before entering the
restaurant business, Mary was a nurse
and Pat spent about 25 years working
for Performance Foodservice, working
with restaurant owners and kitchens.

Now, after more than a year of work,
The Alleyway is ready to open its doors
— giving the heart of Cornelius a new
place to settle in, order a cocktail and
stay awhile.
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Arts

Warehouse Performing Arts Returns to Cornelius Roots

BY JON SHOW

eventy seats. Five rows. A stage
S so close the actors can hear you

breathe. Warehouse Performing
Arts Center is back in Cornelius, and
it's betting that small and intimate is
exactly what Lake Norman has been
missing.

After a stretch spent producing shows
in Charlotte, the nonprofit theater
company has returned to its longtime
home on Westmoreland Road — and
its leaders say the move feels less like a
relaunch than a homecoming.

The organization got its start around
2009 as a low-key gathering spot for
poetry readings, small performances
and community talks, evolving over the
following decade into a full production
company staging five to six shows a
year.

It closed when the pandemic hit,
just short of its 10th anniversary, and
spent 2022 through 2024 producing
as a traveling company, staging shows
at venues in Charlotte, including the
Booth Playhouse.

When its original space in Cornelius
became available again, the company

jumped at the chance to return.

"We're just really, really thrilled to be
back in Cornelius, to be back in Lake
Norman," said Marla Brown, the the-
ater's lead producer. "We all live around
here and know the area really well, and
it's just very satisfying to stand in the
lobby and be able to greet people by
name."

The building itself got an upgrade
during the time away. Crews tore out
a dropped ceiling to make room for
better lighting and sound equipment,
added a proper green room and opened
up more space in the lobby.

The audience faces a stage roughly
20 by 25 feet, keeping audiences just a
few feet from the actors — an intimacy
Brown says is central to what the space
offers.

That closeness is part of the draw.
Visitors describe the vibe as something
between a neighborhood living room
and a small comedy club — the kind of
place where the person pouring drinks
before the show might end up being the
most memorable part of the night, and
where audience members who arrive
alone find it easy to strike up a conver-

sation with strangers.

Brown recalls one show from the the-
ater's earlier run that captured just how
close that connection can get. During
the final scene, an actor struggled to
lift a heavy suitcase and carry it out a
door that doubled as the theater's own
entrance.

A spectator in the front row got up
and opened the door for her — break-
ing the fourth wall before another spec-
tator could stop him. The cast brought
him up for the curtain call afterward.

It's the kind of moment, Brown said,
that can only happen when the audience
isn't just watching a play, but almost
sitting inside it.

Brown, who has a doctorate in theater
performance and criticism and teaches
as an adjunct at UNC Charlotte, said
the theater isn't trying to compete with
larger venues in the area, including the
Cain Center for the Arts.

"What they do and what we do are
two very different things," she said. "But
there are so many people up here, and
the way we can connect with one an-
other is through these live, local ways of
coming together in community spaces."

Welborne, White & Schmidt

W EXCELLENCE

Providing more than beautiful smiles

IN DENTISTRY

Mercury-free dentistry
&R
Serving Lake Norman
since 1993
R
Certified general cosmetic
sedation dentists
R
We are now offering
invisalign
R
Comprehensive dental
care services for the
entire family
R
Experienced, caring
service in a comfortable
and relaxing atmosphere

9700 Caldwell
Commons Cir.

Cornelius, NC

704-896-7955

www.wwsdental.com

The company operates without paid
staff — administrative work is handled
within each production — and is guided
by a volunteer board that includes Alan
Singerman of the Davidson Film Club
and Jessica Zinger of Jessica Zinger
Productions.

Brown said the theater is looking to
add board members with backgrounds
in marketing and publicity, carpentry
and building skills, or fundraising and
grant writing.

Beyond its own productions, the
Warehouse also opens its calendar to
outside groups looking for an affordable
place to perform, including improv
troupes and stand-up comedy shows,
generally scheduled around the theater's
own rehearsal and performance calen-
dar.

The fall lineup includes “I'm Gonna
Marry You Tobey Maguire,” running
now through Oct. 11. "Who's Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?," directed by Nan-Lynn
Nelson, a former Broadway understudy
for Angela Bassett, is scheduled to run
Now. 6-15.

In February, the company will move
to the Booth Playhouse in Charlotte
for "Constellations," produced in part-
nership with UNC Charlotte, before
returning to Cornelius in March for "All
My Sons."

The improv group 704Play is sched-
uled to perform at the venue on Oct. 17
as part of the theater's guest program-
ming, which also recently included a
parent-themed stand-up comedy show.

Rather than announcing a full season
a year in advance, Warehouse plans
in roughly four-month blocks — fall,
winter into spring, and a lighter sum-
mer stretch — allowing the company to
add shows as rights become available or
opportunities arise.

Brown said the theater hopes to reach
both newcomers to the Lake Norman
area who are used to a local theater
scene from wherever they moved from
and longtime residents and retirees
looking for something new to try.

"There is a hunger for the local profes-
sional brand of theater, where you have
trained people who are crafting," she
said. "Rather than have a youth (pro-
duction), we want to try to program
creativity targeted at adults who may
want to capture something they wish
they had done earlier."

Tickets for special events run around
$10; tickets for full productions average
about $20.

» More information on tickets and the

full schedule is available at the theater's
website.
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With festively-fast TDS internet this

holiday season, no centerpiece, celebration,
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7:30-9:30am | The Peninsula Club
19101 Peninsula Club Drive, Cornelius

Benefitting Bridge of Hearts and
Cornelius Early Scholars

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Financial strategies |
designed just for you

Christian W Burns, CFP®, AWMA®
Financial Advisor

16610 Old Statesville Rd Ste &
Huntersville, NC 28078
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Stories with the most comments are
marked with a fire emoji. Major spelling
and punctuation errors were corrected.

West Catawba Tree
Trimming Tied to Widening

What we heard at a recent
& meeting was that the (West)
Catawba project is the oldest
one on the books for NCDOT. It was at
one time defunded, then rescheduled.
As for the tree removal, that all has to
occur long before, in order for utilities

to be moved. You can see similar results
along Sam Furr.

—Don Wilber

Let’s use the right word here. Destroy.
Trim isn't what’s happening. They are
destroying a beautiful avenue and mak-
ing a four-lane freeway that will turn
(West) Catawba into a race track. No
foresight, no thought, just pure destruc-
tion in the name of progress.

—Richard Lloyd-Roberts

It's 5:30 and (West) Catawba Avenue
is backed up all the way to Jetton. Not
because of Catawba but because 73
needs to be widened!

—Julia Baker

Opinion: Why Cornelius
Changed Toll Vote

Agree with this opinion. But my
question remains. Where is the detailed
explanation of how planning alone costs
$60 million?

—Bucky Dornster

Wegmans Buying Land

in Cornelius
Nobody does it better than
Wegmans.
—Tom Shay

Pretty soon, there will be one grocery
store in town per family!
—Doug Evans

Can’t come fast enough!
—James Reile

I have written to Trader Joe's many
times, only to be told this area "doesn't
fit their demographics.” Well, bring it
on Wegmans. We are a perfect fit.

—Deb Coppa

Trader Joe’s please.
—Melody Fuhr
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Theright move starts
with the right advisor.

Whether moving across town or across the country,
buying a firsthome or selling alongtime residence, every
move deserves thoughtful guidance, local expertise and
a trusted advisor by your side.

LOCAL EXPERTISE. GLOBAL CONNECTIONS. PERSONAL SERVICE.

Proven results

S0LD IN 3 DAYS
7861 Live Oaks Drive 18394 Nantz Road 17005 Belle Isle Drive
SOLD - $6,300,000 SOLD - $6,000,000 SOLD - $3,400,000
Representad buyer Represented seller Represented buyer
Trusted by clients Connected beyond Charlotte
We've worked with Michelle bothbuying and selling our home, Froudly representing Lake Normanand

i»
through the process of selling our home with market experience Metwork, providing discreet, specialived real
and wisdom, which resulted in us selling well above our asking estateand relocation services for professonal
price. She knows her business well and is exceptionally responsive athletes, their familicsand staff,

tohee citomensiendi and omoems: EXCLUSIVE REACH. EXTRAORDINARY OPPORTUNITIES.

and our expectations were excecded both times. She guided us ;,:» Charlotte asa member of Elite Sport

HLITH SPORT NETWORS

Michelle Rhyne Premier

Sotheby’s
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Modern Dad

Signs, signs, everywh

BY JON SHOW

ve always v1ewed people who claim
Ito see “signs” as quacks. In my

mind, the only people who see signs
are the ones looking for something to
make them feel better, or to offload the
responsibility of making a decision like
a normal adult.

My first exposure to someone ref-
erencing signs was my fourth-grade
teacher, Mrs. Knecht.

She was a bit of a hippie, and one day
she stood in front of our class to tell us
she was buying a new house, and had
come to the decision after taking a walk
and spotting a flat rock that was the
same shape as the pond on the property
she was now buying.

Even at 10, I was a bit pragmatic, so it
seemed absurd to me.

I raised my hand and asked her for
clarification. Were there any other
existing conditions she considered, such
as, I don’t know, the price, location, size,
neighborhood, etc.?

“No, it was just the rock,” she said.

Who makes a decision based on the
shape of a rock? Also, aren’t all rocks
roughly the shape of a pond?

In that moment, I decided signs were
junk science.

Sign stealing

One year ago, we lost my dad. I wrote
at the time that hed left a hole in my
soul that I wasn’t sure would ever heal.

A year later, 'm doubtful. I don’t feel
any better about it sitting here today
than I did when I wrote his obituary.

The month after he died, I told you
about a rainbow trout I caught days
after his death in a stream where rain-
bows don’t live. When I published it, I
received a torrent of messages declaring
it a sign from above.

“I'am a FIRM believer in signs and I
would say this is a huge one,” wrote a
friend, who included a rainbow emoji.

I'm so dumb the whole rainbow/heav-
en thing escaped me entirely.

Regardless, I dismissed the messages.
Signs were for quacks, for people reach-
ing out into the universe to try to find
something to make them feel better.

I'm not so sure anymore.

There might have been a time in my
life when I would have been embar-
rassed to admit it, but lately, I've seen
more signs than I care to explain away.

Birthday wishes

On the day of what would have been

his 84th birthday in August, I sat at my
desk on a Friday morning while plan-
ning to head to the mountains to fish.

Why fish? Some people go to therapy
to deal with their feelings. Some people
take walks, smoke cigarettes or do what-
ever else makes them feel better. When I
need to, I stand in a river until the hope
I feel when fishing washes over me and
I’'m ready to go back home.

While wrapping up some work at
my desk, a small American goldfinch
plopped itself on the windowsill next
to me.

I've sat at this desk every day for 12
years. I've seen birds fly straight into the
window dozens of times. I've seen birds
sit on the rocking chair and look out at
the world.

I've never seen one fly onto the win-
dowsill and stare at me like that gold-
finch. I mean, the damn thing sat there
and looked at me and did not break eye
contact for a full minute.

My dad loved birds. He was never
an expert by any stretch, but he always
kept bird books next to his chair and
earmarked each page when he spotted
something hed never seen.

His favorites were always the ones
with lots of color. The only one he loved
seeing more than a bright red cardinal
was a yellow goldfinch.

And of all the fish I've caught over
the years, the one he loved seeing most
of all was a colored-up southern brook
trout.

Take me to the river

I finished my work and headed for the
Blue Ridge Parkway to a spot I usually
fish on my birthday.

On that day, I had no ulterior mo-
tive for fishing, but my dad was on my
mind. Sometimes it’s hard to get him
out of there.

I pulled up in my truck, grabbed my
gear and headed for the creek.

From the get-go, my casting was terri-
ble. The kind of casting that only comes
from a polluted mind. A mind that’s out
there seeking something instead of pa-

tiently waiting for something to happen.

I hooked a couple of wild brown trout
on an elk hair caddis but kept changing
flies for reasons that made no sense.
You don’t change flies when you're
catching fish.

About an hour in, my phone dinged.
I took it out of my pocket to find a text
from my mom that read: “55 years ago
today I was getting ready to go fishing
with my boyfriend”

That’s right, in addition to his birth-
day, it was also their anniversary. He
always joked that he got married on his

ere 1 S1gns

birthday so hed never forget the date.
They honeymooned in a fishing shack
because they were broke.

I took a deep breath, and for the first
time that day, my legs stopped wob-
bling, my breath slowed and my mind
went clear.

I'looked into my fly box, tied on a
little white mayfly and threw a cast at
the edge of a seam just upriver.

It was the perfect cast, followed by a
small splash, a tight line and the perfect
wild brook trout, landed in a net that
I made this summer using my dad’s
40-year-old tools.

I took a picture and sent it to my
mom: “Probably not the kind of hook-
ing up you did on your honeymoon, but
I caught him a birthday brookie.” The
brook trout were always his favorites.

And then I sat down and cried in the
river for the second time in my life.

Was the brook trout I caught in a net
made with his tools a sign? Was the bird
a sign? Was the rainbow I caught last
September a sign?

My dad and grandfather used to take
whiskey “beeps” out of Beep juice glass-
es. Was it a sign that I randomly found
four of the 50-year-old cups on eBay
last winter when I had been checking
annually for 25 years?

I don’t know.

But they all made me feel better, and
maybe there’s nothing wrong with that.
Perhaps that’s the whole point. Like I
always say, ’'m not too quick on the
uptake.

I guess sometimes there’s nothing
wrong with looking out into the uni-
verse and hoping to see something that
makes you feel good.

Maybe I've just learned to appreciate
it rather than judge it.

Maybe Mrs. Knecht wasn’t so wrong
after all.

Jon Show lives
in Robbins Park
with his wife,
who he calls
“The Mother of
Dragons.” Their
17-year-old

son is “Future
Man” and their
14-year-old
daughter is
“The Blonde Bomber.” Their dog
is actually named Lightning.
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