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River Rock at Alexander Farms – The Manor, 
a new collection of apartment-style residences 

thoughtfully designed with the same 
exceptional quality, craftsmanship, and attention 

to detail as our luxury ranch-style homes.

is a vibrant 55+ active adult 
community  offering beautifully 
designed luxury ranch-style homes 
in Cornelius, NC. Ideally located and 
complemented by our signature Easy 
Living, maintenance-free lifestyle, River 
Rock at Alexander Farms gives you the 
freedom to spend more time enjoying what matters most.

COMING SOON!  

River Rock at 
Alexander Farms

Experience a lifestyle centered on comfort, 
convenience and everyday enjoyment. 

www.riverrockatalexanderfarms.com
Contact Us Today for a Tour!  (919) 913-6043

Enjoy 
8-Weeks 

Base Rent FREE
 on a 14-Month 

Lease!
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Milling About

Milling About is a column about life 
around Lake Norman, written by 
Lindsay Martell. 
The column name 
is a nod to life 
around the lake 
and our town’s mill 
history.

Lindsay Martell 
lives in Birkdale 
with her husband, 
daughter, and a 
scruffy mini mutt 
named Dug. 

Summer's last stand

Martell

BY LINDSAY MARTELL

The dog days of summer are like 
our five-year-old pup: a bit me-
andering, a little listless and all 

about taking things real, real slow.
I've wanted to try meditation for 

years, but I knew it would be a hercule-
an task to corral my scattered thoughts 
and settle into a place of focus and 
calm. It's hard to just…be. So when I 
came across Meditation in Motion — 
guided sessions that fuse gentle move-
ments and mindfulness — it sounded 
like a promising way to help me feel less 
frazzled and more centered.

Led by a practitioner from Limitless 
Wellness and Neurofeedback, the infor-
mal class was held at Robbins Park on 
a Sunday morning. There, as I unrolled 
my yoga mat and tried to empty my 
brain of the mom noise, I allowed my-
self to find those pauses that elude me.

I loved the simple movements de-
signed to reset the nervous system 
— things like tapping my collarbone 
and the space between my eyebrows. It 
was surprisingly soothing, and I found 
myself melting into the calm spaces it 
opened up for me. Sponsored by the 
Town of Cornelius, free and open to all, 
it was a refreshing way to start the week.

And since stillness is a forever quest, 
I thought I'd visit with the ultimate 
creatures of quiet — tortoises — at Un-
sheltered Tortoise and Turtle in Hunt-
ersville. Founded three years ago by a 
veterinary technician with a passion 
for shelled creatures, this mini oasis is a 
gem for those interested in reptiles and 
wildlife conservation.

It's a rehab facility for wild box turtles, 
a tortoise sanctuary and an education 
center nestled on nearly five acres. The 
primary species being rehabilitated is 
the sulcata, also known as the African 
spurred tortoise. These massive crea-
tures have an average lifespan of more 
than 80 years and can weigh up to 200 
pounds.

We fed them bright green lettuce 
leaves, which they ripped and chewed 
like herbivorous dinosaurs. Some of the 
residents are sponsored by their previ-
ous owners, who are currently unable 
to house them but hope to reunite with 
them someday. I was touched by this 
arrangement of care and compassion. It 
was a reminder that all creatures de-
serve a safe place to grow and thrive.

On a trek up north to Mount Ulla, 
I sought a different kind of solace at 
Patterson Farm, where my daughter and 

I hoped to pick blackberries on a morn-
ing that wasn't blazing hot.

Instead, we got caught in an epic 
summer storm. The rain was relentless 
— swirling around us as we hid out in 
the farm's on-site market. There, we 
dodged shrieking summer camp littles 
in matching T-shirts, and bought a huge 
basket of berries and peach ice cream 
cones.

We sat out the storm and snipped the 
tips of honey sticks, laughing, of course, 
at all the ways our plans — like the rain 
— sometimes go sideways.

These are my favorite parts of sum-
mer: the creatures and the comfort, and 
the days that become snapshots, silent 
and still.

The headline is from novelist Sara 
Baume, who wrote "This morning, the 
sun endures past dawn. I realize that it is 
August: the summer's last stand."

Unsheltered Tortoise and Turtle in 
Huntersville is a rehab facility for 
wild box turtles and more

A standard title insurance policy doesn't
protect you against future instances of
fraud. However, you can help protect

yourself by signing up for Mecklenburg
County's Property Fraud Alert service which

will alert you if something is recorded in
your name like a Deed or Deed of Trust.

IS YOUR HOME TRULY

PROTECTED?

YOUR TITLE POLICY
PROTECTS ...

Past Risks
Examples: Old Liens,

Legal Defects

...BUT IT DOESN’T PROTECT
FROM: 

Future Risks
Examples: Fake Deeds,

Forged Mortgages

Scan for Mecklenburg County’s
Property Fraud Alert Service

mastertitleagency.com

Serving Mecklenburg County
Since 2002
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18620 TOWN HARBOUR
CORNELIUS | THE PENINSULA 

$2,065,500

1890 YACHT CLUB
DENVER | WATERFRONT

$6,500,000 

20011 CHAPEL POINT LANE
CORNELIUS

$795,000

REBECCA’S RESERVE
DENVER | WATERFRONT

Pricing available upon request 

19300 MARY ADREY CIRCLE
CORNELIUS / WATERFRONT 

$3,750,000

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

8052 WEST BAY DR 
$2,695,000

17210 JETTON RD
2,595,000

22537 JOHN GAMBLE RD
1,950,000

17836 JETTON GREEN LOOP
1,550,000

17413 ROBBINS RIDGE RD
1,500,000

13705 KNOX HILL RD
1,249,000

18603 TOWN HARBOUR RD
1,195,000

19147 BROOKGREEN GARDEN PL
$700,000

20432 MIDDLETOWN RD
$650,000

18710 PENINSULA COVE
  $2,995,000

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

BUYER REPRESENTATION

BUYER REPRESENTATION

BUYER REPRESENTATION

BUYER REPRESENTATION

A New Chapter

BY DAVE VIESER

When Deputy Town Manager 
Wayne Herron leaves Cor-
nelius Town Hall on Aug. 31, 

his final day of work, he'll be bringing 
down the curtain on a 38-year career of 
service to local governments in North 
Carolina. By any measure, the 59-year-
old Charlotte native has left an indelible 
impression on those who know him.

Prior to his 13 years in Cornelius, 
Herron spent two years at the Western 
Piedmont Council of Governments as 
a local assistance planner, 10 years in 
planning for the city of Boone and 11 
years as planning director for the city of 
Monroe.

Herron was known to put in many 
extra hours in his position, especially in 
recent years as the list of major Corne-
lius projects continued to grow.

Not surprisingly, Herron says the 
challenges he has faced in Cornelius 
have been the most difficult, including 
coordination with agencies like the 
North Carolina Department of Trans-
portation and the Charlotte Regional 
Transportation Planning Organization.

"In Boone and Monroe, I only had 
one major transportation project to deal 
with in each city," he said. "In Cornelius, 
we have seven at the top of the NCDOT 
priority list and five more waiting in the 
wings. The coordination with NCDOT 
and CRTPO on design, funding and 
timing is ever-changing and nebulous. 
I really enjoy it, though, and that is why 
I have remained engaged as long as I 
have."

Cornelius Town Manager Andrew 
Grant, who had the difficult job of 
finding a replacement for Herron, says 
the town and its residents will greatly 
miss him.

"We've really benefited from Wayne's 
wealth of experience and knowledge," 
said Grant. "His contributions to the 
town's planning and zoning matters and 
major road projects are commendable, 
both of which will bring value to our 
community for decades. He has had a 
storied career, and Cornelius has cer-
tainly been a major part of it."

However, it's not just his fellow work-
ers who will miss Herron; so will many 
town residents. He has been the go-to 

town representative on many projects, 
and taxpayers came to respect his dedi-
cation and availability.

"NCDOT plans to do some major 
work near the entrance to our homes," 
said Linda Daley, who lives in the Lake 
Crest community near Knox Road. 
"Wayne was more than willing to meet 
with our citizens at a time of our choice 
and explain how this project could 
impact them. We were very impressed 
with that."

Herron started his studies at Appa-
lachian State University playing the 
French horn as a music major, but 
quickly shifted to planning and busi-
ness.

"That's when I realized that I wanted 
to serve people in some fashion," he 
said. "I also had a love for the study of 
how places developed, so I put the two 

together to become a local government 
employee."

On a personal level, Herron and his 
wife, Cindy, who live in Cowans Ford 
on the west side of Lake Norman, just 
marked 35 years of marriage.

"She has been my No. 1 supporter 
from day one," said Herron. "This job 
has strange hours, but she has always 
been there and understood the need for 
night meetings."

They have one daughter, Madeline, 
30, who works as a children's librarian 
at the Huntersville branch of Charlotte 
Mecklenburg Library. Cindy is a retired 
public school teacher.

So how does his wife feel about soon 
having him around the house on a 
regular basis?

"Cindy is actually quite happy about 
my retirement," said Herron. "She says 

there are so many things we can now 
focus on together, such as exercise, 
attending events at the Cain Center, 
community choir, travel and, of course, 
some quality family time. I think she is 
going to keep me busy."

Herron said he has received some 
overtures regarding consulting work 
from municipalities, both locally and in 
other parts of the country, but he does 
not plan to relocate.

"My family enjoys the quality of life 
and all the wonderful people in the 
Lake Norman area," he said.

He also admitted to getting sentimen-
tal as his retirement nears.

"After doing this for 38 years, one 
can't help but get sentimental, but it is 
the right time," he said.

Mayor Denis Bilodeau said Herron 
was an incredibly important part of the 
town's leadership for many years, and 
he will be missed greatly.

"His numerous relationships and 
experience within the planning and 
transportation arena have served the 
town well," said Bilodeau. "I am thank-
ful for his hard work and dedication to 
our community and wish him all the 
best in retirement."

Deputy Town Manager 
Retiring After 38 Years

Wayne Herron and his wife Cindy 
just marked 35 years of marriage. 
"She has been my No. 1 supporter 
from day one," said Herron. "This 
job has strange hours, but she has 
always been there and understood 
the need for night meetings."
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19725 Oak Street Suite 1, Cornelius, NC 28031

NEW  
LOCATION!

Directly behind the Cain 

Center for the Arts

BY JON SHOW

Drought restrictions and low 
water levels on Lake Norman 
aren't changing anytime soon, 

according to Duke Energy engineers.
"It took a long time to get into this 

level of drought, and it will take a long 
time to get out of it," said Brett Hartis, 
a water resources manager for Duke 
Energy.

Lake Norman has hovered around 95 
feet this summer, roughly 3.5 feet below 
its seasonal target level. Water levels 
improved slightly after the area received 
5 inches of rain in late May, but June 
brought only 2 inches of rain, followed 
by another 5 inches in July. Much of 
that precipitation came from fast-mov-
ing, localized storms rather than wide-
spread rain events.

The Catawba River watershed has 
been trending toward drought since 
October 2024, following Hurricane 
Helene. Since then, roughly 70% of the 
months have received less than half 
their normal rainfall.

The extended dry period has left 
groundwater 
severely depleted, 
meaning much of 
the recent rainfall 
has soaked into 
the ground in-
stead of flowing 
into streams and 
reservoirs.

"The ground-
water is bone dry, 

and we need a complete shift in the 
weather pattern and sustained periods 
of long rain," said Hartis. "Right now, 
any of these rain events are like pouring 
water over a dry sponge."

The Charlotte region remains under 
Stage 2 of Duke Energy's Low Inflow 
Protocol, or LIP, which requires Duke 
Energy to reduce hydroelectric genera-
tion. When hydroelectric generation is 
reduced, the utility relies more heavily 
on other energy resources to help meet 
customer demand. 

That shift does not immediately im-
pact lake levels, a Duke Energy spokes-
person said.

Duke Energy also has suspended rec-
reational water releases downstream — 
flows used for activities such as rafting 
and kayaking — to conserve water and 
avoid more restrictive drought mea-
sures.

The LIP, developed after the historic 

2007-08 drought, outlines a series of 
water conservation measures based on 
reservoir storage, drought conditions 
and stream flows.

Duke Energy manages all 11 reser-
voirs in the Catawba-Wateree River 
Basin, stretching nearly 225 miles from 
Lake James near Marion to Lake Water-
ee near Columbia, South Carolina. 

Lake Norman and Lake James are the 
two largest reservoirs in the system and 
play a critical role in maintaining down-
stream water levels, including at Moun-
tain Island Lake, the primary drinking 
water source for Charlotte and several 
surrounding communities, including 
Cornelius.

"We have to maintain environmental 
flows downstream of all of these reser-
voirs, so there is always water moving 
between reservoirs," Hartis said.

Three primary factors determine 
the drought stage: reservoir storage, 
the three-month average of the U.S. 
Drought Monitor and stream flows 
measured over a six-month average. 
While recent rainfall has helped res-
ervoir levels and drought conditions 
improve slightly, stream flows remain 
well below normal, making it unlikely 
the region will move out of Stage 2 
anytime soon.

"We're entering the hotter and drier 
months, so this is not the time to pull 
back and relax because we can quickly 
move through all the gallons of water 
we've saved this summer," Hartis said.

He estimated the watershed's water 
storage deficit at billions of gallons.

"It's a marathon,” Hartis said. “We 
didn't get into this situation because of 
a couple days of dry weather. It's going 
to take months of sustained, steady 
rainfall."

The most recent prolonged drought 
occurred from 2007 to 2009. During 
that period, restrictions advanced to 
Stage 3, where they remained for about 
a year before conditions improved 
following a wetter-than-normal sum-
mer and a series of tropical rain events 
during the active 2008 hurricane sea-
son.

Forecasters are predicting a be-
low-normal Atlantic hurricane season 
this year, reducing the likelihood of the 
type of widespread tropical rainfall that 
helped ease the last major drought.

"Every little bit counts, but it's a long-
term recovery that's going to take a 
substantial amount of time," Hartis said.

Cain Center for the Arts and Da-
vidson Community Players will 
present "Million Dollar Quartet" 

Aug. 8-23, marking the first time the 
two Lake Norman arts organizations 
have co-produced a show.

The production dramatizes the Dec. 4, 
1956, recording session at Sun Records 
in Memphis, where Elvis Presley, John-
ny Cash, Carl Perkins and Jerry Lee 
Lewis gathered for an impromptu jam 
session. It features more than 20 songs, 
including "Blue Suede Shoes," "Great 
Balls of Fire" and "Hound Dog."

During its run on Broadway, "Million 
Dollar Quartet" earned three Tony 
Award nominations in 2010, including 
Best Musical and Best Book of a Musi-
cal.

Justin Dionne, Cain Center's executive 
director, said the partnership grew out 
of a relationship that had been building 
for several years. Davidson Community 
Players, a community theater founded 
in 1965, had already been renting Cain 
Center's stage for productions includ-
ing "Frozen Jr.," but this marks the first 
time the two organizations have shared 

financial risk and creative control.
Steve Kaliski, DCP's executive di-

rector, said the collaboration solves 
a persistent challenge for touring or 
short-run productions: limited time. 
Typically, DCP might have as little as 
three days for technical rehearsals be-
fore opening a show for a brief run.

The co-production allows the show 
to run for two and a half weeks, closer 
to a professional theater model that lets 
word of mouth build an audience over 
time.

"That is always a goal that it's hard 
for us" to reach otherwise, Kaliski said, 
noting the arrangement also allows for 
a more ambitious set design than either 
organization typically manages on its 
own.

"We're pooling resources here," Di-
onne said. "We can really design to the 
best possible caliber. Whatever 'Million 
Dollar Quartet' is written to be, we can 
do that. We don't have to compromise."

Dionne said he had wanted to bring 
"Million Dollar Quartet" to the area for 
years, describing it as a natural fit for 
the Lake Norman audience because of 

its broad appeal across age groups.
Kaliski added that the show's struc-

ture as a "jukebox musical" — built 
around existing songs audiences already 
know rather than an original score — 
made it a fitting first project, blending 
DCP's theatrical storytelling with Cain 
Center's track record of hosting music 
and tribute acts.

The production features Eli Fischer as 
Elvis Presley, Ian Benjamin as Jerry Lee 
Lewis, Connor Nielsen as Johnny Cash 
and Matty Montes as Carl Perkins.

Dionne said the cast was drawn from 
talent native to North Carolina. Much 
of the production crew calls the Lake 
Norman area home.

Both leaders described the show as a 
test case for a broader vision: strength-
ening the region's professional theater 
and arts ecosystem so local talent has 
more reason to stay or return rather 
than leave for larger markets.

Dionne noted Charlotte currently 
has no professional theater company, 
unlike its professional symphony, ballet 
and opera, and said he and Kaliski have 
discussed whether their organizations 
could eventually help fill that gap.

"What if we were able to make that 
happen?" Dionne said. "Steve and I are 
big dreamers. This show is testing out 
the market to find out if this communi-
ty would like more of this."

Performances run Wednesdays 
through Sundays, with evening perfor-
mances at 7:30 p.m. and matinees at 3 
p.m., including two performances Aug. 
22. Tickets, priced from about $40 to 
$60, are available through Cain Center's 
website.

Lake Norman

Long Term Rain Needed 
to Improve Lake Levels

Million Dollar Quartet Coming to Cain Center

"Million Dollar Quartet" / LunahZon 
Photography

Hartis

124 Poplar Pointe Dr. Suite 101 (704) 696-2792
Mooresville, NC 28117

info@svavnc.com svavnc.com
Let's Hear
Something
Extraordinary
Together

Visit Our Experience Center

Discreet
Landscape Speakers

Blend beautifully into your
landscape while delivering
rich, immersive sound.

Perfect for
Entertaining

Set the mood for every
occasion - from quiet
mornings to lively gatherings.

Featuring Coastal Source, Episode, Origin 
Acoustics, Sonance, and Control4 integration.

Even
Coverage

Strategically placed speakers
ensure consistent, balanced
sound throughout your space.

Built for
the Elements

Weather-resistant products
designed to perform in any
season, year after year.

Simple
Control

Use Control4 to manage your
music easily from anywhere,
indoors and out.

Patio, Pool 
& Dock Ready

Engineered solutions that
sound incredible in every
outdoor environment. 

SoundVision designs and installs high-performance outdoor 
audio systems that deliver clear, even sound across patios, 
pools, docks, and outdoor living spaces. From discreet 
landscape speakers to intuitive Control4 control, every 
system is tailored to your property and the way you entertain. 
Let us help you simplify your life through technology.

Outdoor Audio
Bring the Music Outside
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FREE REAL ESTATE SERVICE
Offered to Sellers & Buyers Saving 

Thousands of Dollars in Commissions

855-iServed (855-473-7833)
Get Your FREE Benefits ID at

www.BecauseYouServed.com
20460 Chartwell Center Dr., Ste 2, Cornelius

Now Serving Veterans and
 First Responders & Families

BY MARK WASHBURN

Construction of road projects 
aimed at easing traffic in Cor-
nelius is underway, but delays 

in the start of those and other projects 
largely stem from the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation's inabil-
ity to fund every approved project at 
once.

Another challenge: Nearly all of the 
most congested routes in Cornelius are 
state roads, meaning the town cannot 
undertake improvements to those roads 
or traffic signals without state involve-
ment.

Two Cornelius leaders outlined the 
challenges during a Cornelius Today 
Newsmakers Breakfast titled "Roads & 
Traffic," hosted at The Peninsula Club 

in July.
"When the state DOT is doing the 

construction, we're on their schedule," 
said Michael Osborne, mayor pro tem 
and the town's representative on the 
Charlotte Regional Transportation 
Planning Organization.

Ten to 15 years often elapses between 
a project's planning and completion, 
said Wayne Herron, deputy town man-

ager and liaison between the town and 
NCDOT.

The town consistently pushes for fast-
er timelines, but the state's definition of 
"near-term" often differs greatly from 
the public's expectations.

"Our town board wants something 
done now," Herron said. "And DOT is 
like, 'Oh, that's coming in 2031, which 
to them is just around the corner.'"

Road projects are expensive, and the 
state's transportation budget is limited 
and doesn't cover the full list of ap-
proved projects, Herron said.

One way to accelerate projects is to 
add local funding to NCDOT projects. 
Cornelius plans to spend about $45 mil-
lion to help advance $450 million worth 
of projects approved by NCDOT.

Nearly $5 million has been secured to 
study a potential Exit 27 off Interstate 
77 at Westmoreland Road. The new exit 
is not currently on the state's project list 
because of its estimated $100 million 
cost, but Osborne said he believes the 
project could advance because right-of-
way acquisition costs are expected to be 
lower than originally estimated.

Diverging diamond
The diverging diamond interchange 

over Interstate 77 has delivered on its 
safety goals, Herron said, resulting in 
a 67% reduction in crashes at the Ca-
tawba Avenue/I-77 interchange, with 
injury crashes falling 91%. He said the 
bridge carries about 78,000 vehicles on 

State roads, funding delays 
complicate traffic fixes

Osborne Herron

Continued on PAGE 9

a typical weekday.
Even so, the interchange remains a 

frustration for tens of thousands of mo-
torists. The design has been implement-
ed elsewhere since it was introduced 
in 2014, but Cornelius' interchange 
remains the smallest in the nation, 
constrained by the state's decision not 
to widen the bridge over Interstate 77.

The diverging diamond and associat-
ed roundabouts were initially approved 
as a single project, Herron said, but the 
state split construction into multiple 
phases, extending the timeline for traffic 
improvements.

Osborne said he expects traffic flow 
to improve once the roundabouts are 
operational. Traffic signals along West 
Catawba Avenue also will be adjusted 
following the state's scheduled retiming 
this fall, which should further improve 
traffic flow, he said.

West Catawba Avenue
The widening of West Catawba 

Avenue has been delayed for years 
because of state funding issues and 
longer-than-expected right-of-way 
acquisition, Osborne said.

Construction was originally sched-
uled to begin in 2018 and is now sched-
uled to begin in 2028, according to 
NCDOT's website.

Bailey Road
Bailey Road on the east side of Cor-

nelius poses another challenge because 
sections are owned by either the town 
or the state.

Traffic routinely backs up along the 
road during student pickup and dropoff 
at Hough High School and Bailey 
Middle School. School buses also delay 
traffic because they must stop at the 
railroad crossing.

Osborne said the town is working 
with Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools 
on possible solutions, but any solution 
must be coordinated with NCDOT, 
CMS and the town. Conflicting state 
and school district regulations gov-
erning traffic queues have complicated 
those efforts.

The Charlotte Regional Transpor-
tation Planning Organization board 
approved $64,000 for a study beginning 
this summer to improve traffic flow at 
the N.C. 115 intersection.

Up next
Newsmakers Breakfasts are attended 

by hundreds of local business execu-
tives, elected officials and residents.

Previous speakers this year have 
included elected officials, small-busi-
ness owners and transportation officials 
discussing issues considered important 
to Cornelius residents.

The next event, on Sept. 17, will focus 
on the new Downtown Master Plan.

Newsmakers Breakfast
Continued from PAGE 8

Full house for the July Newsmakers Breakfast / Cornelius Today Photo
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BY TODD SANSBURY

Before I was elected to the Corne-
lius Town Board, I often com-
plained about local government, 

so my neighbor, David Hansen, chal-
lenged me to stop bellyaching and run 
for local office.

I was honored to win the election 
and quickly learned I was grossly 
uninformed. The municipal services 
provided by the town of Cornelius are 

delivered in an 
organized and 
fiscally respon-
sible manner, 
which was much 
different from my 
pre-election rants 
about arbitrary 
decisions and 
clueless elected 
officials.

Town staff are experienced, intelligent 
and approach the town as they would 
any business. Staff provides direction 
and recommendations, while the town 
board casts the deciding votes.

Keyboard warriors often complain 
that decisions are made in a vacuum 
or influenced by some mysterious "bag 
of cash" from developers. Quite the 
opposite. Decisions are made based 
on countless hours of research, vetting 
each scenario, considering impacts on 
residents and budgets, and ultimately 
moving forward in the most pragmatic 
and productive manner.

Sphere of influence
Many people don't realize that town 

and county governments can exercise 
only the powers granted by the North 
Carolina General Assembly.

Local governments do not have broad 
authority on many issues. For example, 
they cannot legally impose impact fees 
on developers without authorization 
from the state.

The town's sphere of influence is 
mostly limited to public safety, parks 
and recreation, local infrastructure, 
land use and, to some extent, economic 
development. Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Schools has authority over public 
schools, Charlotte Water manages 
water and sewer services, and the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation 
controls nearly every major road in 
Cornelius.

Opinion: Show up, 
speak up and be heard

Every service in our town — wheth-
er public safety, preservation of green 
space, or the transition to a full-time 
fire department, all highly popular 
issues with voters — must be funded. 
With voters demanding reduced resi-
dential growth, that burden must often 
fall on citizens.

Willing to listen
The commissioners I served with are 

hardworking, intelligent and caring in-
dividuals. They have families and work 
in the area, their children attend local 
schools, and they sit in the same traffic 
and experience the same congestion.

They are available to meet with any 
resident about any topic, and they make 
decisions based on what they believe is 
the best outcome for the town. If you 
ever have questions or need insight into 
any town-related topic, I encourage you 
to reach out to town staff or elected of-
ficials and seek clarity before repeating 
false rhetoric.

I also encourage you to attend town 
meetings, which are open to the public. 
Citizen input has tremendous influence 
on outcomes.

Step up and serve
Representing the town of Cornelius 

was the privilege of a lifetime. The 
hours are long, praise is nonexistent, 
insults and complaints are frequent, and 
nearly every decision angers someone.

But you learn to navigate the challeng-
es, improve your technique and avoid 
hurting others. Your elected officials 
are ordinary citizens who placed them-
selves in an uncomfortable position 
because they were willing to step up and 
represent their community.

Campaigning and running for office 
are exhausting and expensive, especially 
while maintaining a full-time career, 
which applies to most local candidates. 
I encourage you to be willing to step 
up and put yourself in that awkward, 
uncomfortable and visible position.

As Theodore Roosevelt is often quoted 
as saying, "In any moment of decision, 
the best thing to do is the right thing. 
The worst thing to do is nothing."

Todd Sansbury served three terms on 
the Cornelius Town Board before step-
ping down in June because of a career-re-
lated relocation.

Community Support

PRESENTING SPONSORS

Supported by

 
for 22 years

ERICKA &
BILL CAIN

THE SHORT 
FAMILY 

FOUNDATION

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
Celebrating its 22nd year, Big Day at the Lake

on July 18 was an unforgettable day
on the lake for Bigs and Littles, capped off with

a picnic at the Duke Energy Explorium.

We are grateful for the businesses, individuals,
volunteers and Boat Hosts who joined in!

ADMIRAL SPONSORS

COMMANDER SPONSORS

CAPTAIN SPONSORS

FRIENDS OF BIG DAY AT THE LAKE

Cashion’s, Duke Energy, Publix, Bridget & Don Rainey,
Robin & Jack Salzman, Amy & Brent Sparks,

South Creek Construction

Barvecue Smokehouse, Debbie Monroe of Lake Norman Realty, 
North Main Financial Group, Novant Heath, United Bank

Tom Balousek, Because You Served, 
Lindsay Robinson & Chaz Beasley, Chantal & Denis Bilodeau,

Heather & Eric Dana, Davidson Wealth Management, 
Maggie & John Farrell, JK Marine Service, 

Kiwanis Club of Lake Norman, Legacy Pointe Properties, 
Lesemann CPAs, Main Street Veterinary Hospital, 

The McIntosh Law Firm, Morningstar Storage, 
Stimson, Francomano & Associates of Merrill Lynch, 

The Sarver Group at Keller Williams LKN, 
Dr. Nancy & Jeff Tarte, United Community Bank, 

Tracy & Dave Yochum

Nancy & John Aneralla, Costco in Mooresville,
Cathy & Torrey Galida, Gail Williams & Conrad Hill,

Alice & Robert LeValley, Mama's Pizza Express of Cornelius,
Midas Spring Water, Rare Roots Hospitality, 

Raymer-Kepner Funeral Home,
 Service Plumbing of Charlotte, Christina Stone Homes, 

Tenders Fresh Food, Sharon & Woody Washam TORRENCE
KNOX

(980) 445-6508
20936 Torrence Chapel Rd, 
Cornelius, NC 28031
torrenceandknox@gmail.com

Live Music
Trivia

Wednesday

New
Summer

Menu
Book Your 

Indoor/Outdoor 
Private 
Event

Every Friday & Saturday

Big Day at the Lake marked its 
22nd annual event on July 18, 
hosting Big Brothers Big Sisters 

of the Central Carolinas for a day of 
boating, swimming, fishing and com-
munity connection on Lake Norman.

The event provided nearly 100 
children, known as "Littles," and their 
mentors, known as "Bigs," the oppor-
tunity to experience activities on the 
lake hosted by local families serving as 
"Boat Hosts."

Big Day at the Lake was founded by 
Cornelius residents Tracy and Dave 
Yochum. The event raised more than 
$100,000 this year and more than $2 
million for Big Brothers Big Sisters 
since it began.

The day concluded with a picnic 
attended by about 350 people, includ-
ing boat hosts, Bigs, Littles, volunteers 
and sponsors. The celebration included 
food, games, a water slide and music 
donated by local vendors.

The annual event relies on support 
from sponsors, volunteers and the local 
community. More than 75 volunteers 
from area businesses and organizations 
provide fundraising and volunteer 
assistance throughout the year, while 
dozens of sponsors provide monetary 
and in-kind donations.

Photos by Jon Show and Harris Jeter

Sansbury

Big Day at the Lake 2026
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preseason ranked as the top team in the 
state and among the top 40 nationally in 
most major polls?

"It always helps to get your state 
championship game MVP, offensive 
MVP and defensive MVP coming back," 
Baker said, referring to senior quarter-
back Ethan Royal, junior running back 
Jamarion Morrison and junior lineback-
er Ryan Peterson.

Morrison was the team's leading run-
ning back a season ago, while Peterson 
joins senior safety Jackson Heath as the 
team's two top returning tacklers.

Royal accounted for the most com-
bined passing and rushing yards in 
Class 8A, throwing for 29 touchdowns 
and rushing for 14 more.

Baker hopes Royal will build on his 
success from a season ago without 
feeling the added pressure of carrying a 
less-experienced team.

"I expect for him to keep playing his 
game and not feel like he has to put the 
weight of the team on his shoulders," 
he said. "We're not putting pressure on 
him. We want him to be him. To be free 
and loose."

Baker also expects big things in the 
passing game from two returning wide 
receivers — senior Jahmere Anderson 
and sophomore Mason Pearsall-Brown.

Another boon to the roster is the ar-
rival of several high-profile players who 
moved into the Hough district, includ-

ing Josh Dobson, Davion Jones and Sin-
cere Daye in the defensive secondary. 
On the offensive line, the additions of 
Moreno Fisher and Nori White should 
help the Huskies maintain the massive 
size advantage they had last season.

Front-loaded schedule
The Huskies' 10-game regular-season 

schedule includes matchups against 
five teams ranked in the top 20 in their 
respective states and four ranked in the 
top 10, including No. 1 Northwestern 
(S.C.), No. 3 Providence Day, No. 6 
Cardinal Gibbons, No. 10 Myers Park 
and No. 16 Mooresville.

On paper, Hough will open with its 
three toughest games. Baker credits the 
adversity the team faced against skilled 
teams early last season with helping 
pave the way for a dominant finish.

"We just want to come out and chal-
lenge ourselves and make sure that we 
are prepared for later in the season," 
Baker said. "I think that helped us a lot 
last year, playing tough games early and 
being down, having to come back, hav-
ing to execute and having each other's 
backs. I think that goes a long way."

Hough has posted a 70-9 record over 
the last six seasons, including a 28-2 
mark over the last two. The last time the 
Huskies lost a regular-season game was 
a 45-44 defeat to Northwestern on Aug. 
23, 2024, a team they open the season 
against.

"We're just keeping our heads down at 
work," Baker said during summer work-
outs. "We still have a long way to go. We 
have the talent. We just have to make 
sure it all adds up and gels together."

Trending upward
Baker is hoping to buck a trend in 

Charlotte-area football, where the 
mantle of the dominant program has 
shifted over the last 30 years from Inde-
pendence to Butler, then Mallard Creek, 
Chambers and now Hough.

He said focusing on connecting with 
his players, rather than simply hoisting 
trophies, is how he hopes to sustain 
more long-term success.

"I want to win as much as the next 
coach, and yes, I want to win the state 
championship this year," he said. "But 
for me, it's bigger than football."

"We want to continue to have kids ma-
ture in school and get a good education 
in college. A lot of kids don't get a lot of 
nurturing and love at home, and I want 
to make sure that this program is a fun, 
loving place with a family atmosphere."

Lake Norman’s exclusive ground improvement
company for settlement and structure support.

Fix uneven and cracked concrete 
before it costs more!

Schedule your free evaluation & estimate today!

Foundations • Driveways • Entryways
Pool Decks • Outdoor Structures

Trae and Michelle founded AccuLift to provide 
economical, long-lasting solutions that address 

settlement and structural issues. You’ll work 
with the owners—not a salesperson or sub-

contractor—receiving an honest evaluation 
with no high-pressure sales tactics. Trae 

applies  engineering principles to evalu-
ate each project and determine the best 
solution for the outcome you want.

(704)785-7470 | AccuLiftUSA.com | Trae@AccuLiftUSA.com

FOUNDATION, CONCRETE & SINKHOLE REPAIR

Michelle & Trae Olsen

AUGUST 8-23
MILLION DOLLAR QUARTET

AUGUST 21    7:30PM
ARE YOU READY FOR IT? 

A TAYLOR EXPERIENCE

AUGUST 21    7:30PM
JOHN WAITE

AUGUST 27    7PM
CHARLOTTE JESTERS

CAINARTS.ORGCAINARTS.ORG

MAKE IT AN 

REMEMBER

MAKE IT AN 

REMEMBER
 AUGUST TO TO 

High School Sports

BY RYAN MOXON

In his postgame press conference 
following Hough's first-ever state 
championship in football last sea-

son, Hough head coach DeShawn Baker 
reflected on his first state championship 
as a head coach.

"It gives you the taste that you want to 
be back," he said with a smile.

This season, Baker will look out at 
a Huskies team that is very different 
from the undefeated, senior-laden state 
championship roster of a season ago.

Graduated are four members of an 
offensive line that was so dominant the 
offense averaged nearly 15 yards per 
completion and 130 rushing yards per 
game last season. Four of the team's top 
five receivers also graduated.

On the defensive side of the ball, 
Baker rattles off so many names that he 
loses track of who has graduated, but it 
includes much of the defensive line and 
secondary, among them star cornerback 
Samari Matthews, who will suit up for 
the University of Texas this fall.

So how do the Huskies enter the 

Hough Chasing Back-to-Back State Titles

Hough quarterback, Ethan Royal (1) / Photo by Max Gallagher
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Sign up for our 
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corneliustoday.com

Downtown master plan 
approved

The Cornelius Board of Commission-
ers unanimously adopted the town's 
downtown master plan, establishing a 
long-term vision for approximately 220 
acres in the town center.

The plan provides guidance for future 
redevelopment, transportation, public 
spaces and land use but does not change 
existing zoning.

Officials described it as a living doc-
ument that will continue to evolve as 
redevelopment occurs.

Starlight Bakery opens 
storefront

Starlight Bakery has opened on 
Catawba Avenue, bringing naturally fer-
mented sourdough bread and oversized 
stuffed cookies to downtown Cornelius. 

Owner Raven James turned a longtime 
passion for baking into a business after 
selling from her home and at farmers 
markets.

The bakery specializes in traditional 
and flavored sourdough loaves, sand-
wich bread, sourdough discard muffins 
and specialty stuffed cookies, with an 
emphasis on small-batch quality over a 
large menu.

Planning Board backs 
Cornelius Inn

The Cornelius Planning Board voted 
5-3 to recommend approval of the pro-
posed Cornelius Inn, a 40-room hotel 
planned for 6.3 acres at the intersection 
of N.C. 73 and Mayes Road. The pro-
posal includes seven cottages, a spa and 
a clubhouse.

The request now moves to the Town 
Board for a final decision. The public 
hearing is August 17.

The Planning Board also recommend-
ed denying a request to rezone property 
on Westmoreland Road for highway 
commercial use, instead supporting 
Neighborhood Mixed Use zoning.

Alexander Farms: Trees, 
tenant house

River Rock Development is rede-
signing the public gathering space 
surrounding the historic tenant house 
at Alexander Farms after receiving 
approval to relocate the structure to 
Huntersville.

Town officials said the revised plan 
must preserve as many mature trees as 
possible while reimagining the corner 
property.

The relocation of the home has been 
delayed because of a contractor health 
issue.

New Mixed-Use Building
A new 10,773-square-foot, three-story 

mixed-use building called The Refinery 
is planned at 19711 Bethel Church Road 
on a vacant lot near the intersection of 
West Catawba Avenue.

The Refinery is part of the Cornelius 
Village Center development approved 
in 1999. The lot is zoned Village Center, 
which is intended for mixed-use devel-
opment, and is surrounded by commer-
cial buildings.

According to the site plan submitted 
to the town, the first two floors will 
contain commercial space with a mix 
of medical spa services. The third floor 
will contain three residential units.

Pure Olive opens 
downtown

Pure Olive has opened on Catawba 
Avenue in downtown Cornelius, of-
fering premium extra virgin olive oils, 
aged balsamic vinegars and gourmet 
pantry items. Owner Elsa Lekovic spent 
more than a year building the business 
through pop-up markets before open-
ing a permanent storefront.

The shop features olive oils from small 
producers in Spain and Portugal, bal-
samic vinegars from Italy and a variety 
of locally made products. Lekovic also 
plans to host tastings, cooking demon-
strations and workshops, including 
collaborations with neighboring Star-
light Bakery.

Record home sale set
in Cornelius

A waterfront estate on Regatta Island 
Drive has set a new record for the high-
est residential sale in Cornelius. The 
home sold for $15.25 million, surpass-
ing the previous record of $11.5 million 
set in 2024. The six-bedroom estate 
spans more than 12,000 square feet on 
approximately three acres.

Ace Hardware postal 
counter closes

The U.S. Postal Service has perma-
nently closed its Contract Postal Unit 
inside Ace Hardware on North Main 
Street after more than a decade of oper-
ation. Customers seeking postal services 
now must use the Cornelius Post Office 
or the Davidson Post Office.

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is 
independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. Property information herein is derived from various sources including, but not 
limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.

19825-D North Cove Road 
Cornelius, North Carolina 28031

PremierSIR.com

Top-Producing Broker Associate Top-Producing Broker Associate 
Lake Norman, North Carolina

704.497.6599
Marzia.Mazzotti@PremierSIR.com
Sweet-Home-Carolina.com

17626 Spinnakers Reach Drive, Cornel ius  |  $1,750,000

1126 Concord Road, Davidson  |  $2,200,000

REFINED LIVING. RESORT-STYLE ESCAPE. DISTINCTLY DAVIDSON.
Timeless architecture, sophisticated design and extraordinary outdoor living come together in this exceptional Davidson residence. Beautifully curated 

interiors include a luxurious main-level primary suite and an upper level reimagined by nationally recognized Lisa Sherry Interiors. Outside, discover your 
own private retreat with a sparkling pool and spa, custom timber-frame pavilion with outdoor kitchen, firepit, lush gardens and a separate heated and cooled 

studio. Ideally located just minutes from the charm of downtown Davidson, Davidson College, Lake Norman and the area’s scenic greenways.

TIMELESS STYLE IN THE HEART OF THE PENINSULA
Warm, inviting and beautifully updated, this modern farmhouse-inspired residence offers effortless living in one of Lake Norman’s most sought-after 

communities. Character-rich interiors feature exposed beams, a beautifully updated kitchen, a reimagined primary suite and versatile spaces for working, 
entertaining and relaxing. Outdoors, a deck, terrace, pergola, firepit and fenced backyard create an inviting setting for year-round enjoyment, with the 

possibility of adding a pool. Ideally located within walking distance of the Peninsula Golf Club, the community docks and the exceptional lifestyle of Cornelius.

“Save Our Trees” signs posted on 
the Alexander Farms property
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Experience the next level in luxury 
real estate when you partner with us.

#1 FAMILY-OWNED IN THE U.S.

MOORESVILLE | $2,150,000
142 Lakeview Shores Loop
Shelly Bruder | 517.802.8828

howardhanna.com

DAVIDSON | $1,650,000
170 S Kimberly Road
Bridget Gusmano | 631.394.6416

CORNELIUS | $1,650,000
20105 Chapel Point Lane
Peter Friedli | 714.745.1744

CORNELIUS | $2,095,000
18416 Peninsula Club Drive
Anita Sabates | 704.562.2515

SCAN TO
VIEW MORE

LUXURYLISTINGS
IN LUXURY IN 
THE CAROLINAS

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE
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$15,250,000 | 20221 Regatta Island Drive, Cornelius

HOME SALES

$7,000,000 | 16439 Jetton Road, Cornelius

Discover 18014 Whispering Oaks, Cornelius, NC, an exceptional waterfront home in

the sought-after Point Largo community. Featuring long-range Lake Norman views, a

light-filled open floor plan, chef’s kitchen, spacious keeping and family rooms, and a

luxurious main-level primary suite.

Enjoy resort-style outdoor living with a saltwater pool, covered patio, fenced backyard,

and private dock with boat lift and personal watercraft lift. Additional 

spaces include a media room, game room, and flexible bonus areas, 

all conveniently located near premier shopping, dining, 

and everyday amenities.

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated

( 7 0 4 )  6 2 6 . 7 0 0 7    |   T H E S A R V E R G R O U P . C O M

L A K E F R O N T  L U X U R Y ,  E L E V A T E D

MATT & BRITT SARVER
(704) 445.9977

SCOTT DAVID | (704) 686.8138
18625 The Commons Boulevard |
Cornelius 28031

112 Misty Meadows Court | Mooresville 28117
DEBI MOONEY | (704) 486.1895

Discover Your Next Home

A  L U X E  E X P E R I E N C E  A T  A N Y  P R I C E  P O I N T

16620 Redding Park Lane | 
Cornelius 28031

JEREME BENNETT | (704) 668.0352

Cornelius
6/24/26, $450,000, 19531 Denae Lynn 
Dr, 4BR/3BA, Heritage Green, 2,020 sq 
ft, built 2006

6/24/26, $269,000, 16809 Doe Valley 
Ct, 2BR/2BA, Alexander Chase, 1,137 
sq ft, built 2002

6/25/26, $1,190,000, 18421 Doves 
Crest Rd, 5BR/4.5BA, Beverly, 4,000 sq 
ft, built 2019

6/25/26, $675,000, 18413 Neville Ave, 
3BR/2BA, Baileys Glen, 2,026 sq ft, 
built 2015

6/25/26, $1,735,000, 18823 Peninsula 
Cove Ln, 4BR/4.5BA, The Peninsula, 
4,222 sq ft, built 2000

6/25/26, $950,000, 21016 Molly Harp-
er Dr, 4BR/3BA, Baileys Glen, 3,615 sq 
ft, built 2021

6/25/26, $450,000, 1123 Inn Keepers 
Way, 3BR/2.5BA, Antiquity, 1,801 sq 
ft, built 2012

6/29/26, $1,530,000, 12016 Cam-
bridge Square Dr, 5BR/4BA, Cam-
bridge Square, 3,845 sq ft, built 2022

6/29/26, $485,000, 10724 Trolley Run 
Dr, 4BR/3.5BA, Caldwell Station, 2,257 
sq ft, built 2007

6/29/26, $410,000, 18709 Nautical Dr 
#305, 2BR/2BA, Admirals Quarters, 
940 sq ft, built 1986

6/29/26, $360,000, 9648 Bailey Rd, 
3BR/3BA, Oakhurst, 1,836 sq ft, built 
2000

6/30/26, $749,000, 19138 Brookgreen 
Garden Pl, 4BR/3.5BA, Magnolia Es-
tates, 2,846 sq ft, built 1992

6/30/26, $647,000, 1212 Inn Keepers 
Way, 3BR/2.5BA, Antiquity, 2,083 sq 
ft, built 2014

6/30/26, $700,000, 19147 Brookgreen 
Garden Pl, 5BR/3.5BA, Magnolia Es-
tates, 3,261 sq ft, built 1989

6/30/26, $6,000,000, 18394 Nantz Rd, 
6BR/7.5BA, Cornelius, 10,320 sq ft, 
built 2007

6/30/26, $365,000, 972 Gardners Way, 
2BR/2.5BA, Antiquity, 1,186 sq ft, 
built 2008
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Cornelius 704.892.9673
Davidson 704.655.2600
Denver  704.483.1518
Mooresville 704.663.3655
Statesville 704.881.0771
Rentals  704.662.6049  
  800.706.6049
Relocation 800.315.3655

Our Experience Runs Deep.
www.LakeNormanRealty.com

Introducing Our Top Performers
For The Second Quarter of 2026

Toleah
Poplin

Pilar
Carroll

Stephanie
Sallach

Tia
Jones

Sally
Sutherland

Teresa
Weber

Mishella
Bastianson

Lisa
Newell

Lori
Boger

Melina
Bienlien

Lisa
Toohey

Marty
McCarthy

Karman
Christensen

Gail
Huss

Holly
Zammiello

John
Somers

Gary
Myerscough

Jeremy
Katz

Debi
Hepfer

Anita
Payne

Bill
Burk

Carrie
Lancaster

Ann
Scott

Brenda
Priddy

Nathaly
Hurtado

Kathleen
McMahan

Debbie 
Monroe

Toni
Dishman

Nikki
Robinson

Kay
Helms

Devon
Stamey

Paul
Tyson

Kim
Ramsey

Eric
McCauley

Harris 
Teeter

Cashion’s

Great
Clips

Lee
Nails

Mavis Tires& Brakes

HuntersvilleVeterinary
Clinic

CVS

SAM FURR RD

SAM FURR RD

W
 C

ATAW
BA AVE

16615 W Catawba Ave, Suite F, 
Huntersville, NC 28078

Now Open!

Visit Us!

Located at the intersection of 

West Catawba and Sam Furr Rd

Serving the Lake Norman area, Huntersville Veterinary 
Clinic is proud to be 100% locally owned. We blend 
medical expertise with genuine human connection, 

ensuring every visit is informative and as enjoyable as 
possible for both pets and their parents.

Contact Us!
(704) 997-6167

Book Online at
huntersvillevet.com

FIRST EXAM
NEW CLIENTS ONLY. ONE PER HOUSEHOLD. 

EXPIRES 12/31/2026

6/30/26, $1,760,000, 20337 Norman 
Colony Rd, 3BR/3BA, Norman Colony, 
2,801 sq ft, built 1971

6/30/26, $315,000, 10430 Trolley Run 
Dr, 4BR/2.5BA, Caldwell Station, 1,488 
sq ft, built 2006

6/30/26, $7,000,000, 16439 Jetton 
Rd, 7BR/5.5BA, Cornelius, 8,048 sq ft, 
built 2000

6/30/26, $3,055,000, 16318 Belle Isle 
Dr, 3BR/3.5BA, Cornelius, 4,148 sq ft, 
built 1972

7/1/26, $345,000, 16209 Peachmont 
Dr, 3BR/3BA, Oakhurst, 1,919 sq ft, 
built 2001

7/2/26, $1,500,000, 17732 Jetton 
Green Loop, 4BR/3.5BA, Jetton Place, 
3,415 sq ft, built 2019

7/2/26, $512,000, 19812 Madison Vil-
lage Dr, 3BR/2.5BA, Madison Village, 
1,625 sq ft, built 1998

7/2/26, $735,000, 20131 Tailwind Ln, 
4BR/2.5BA, Sawyers Landing, 2,663 sq 
ft, built 1998

7/2/26, $525,000, 21012 Entrada Dr, 
3BR/2BA, Bahia Bay, 1,502 sq ft, built 
2000

7/6/26, $1,200,000, 20101 Coach-
mans Wood Ln, 6BR/5BA, Weather-
stone Manor, 4,853 sq ft, built 2003

7/6/26, $300,000, 19830 Oak Leaf Cir, 
2BR/2BA, Twin Oaks, 1,528 sq ft, built 
1995

7/7/26, $4,590,000, 18408 Harbor 
Light Blvd, 5BR/6.5BA, The Peninsula, 
6,013 sq ft, built 1996

7/8/26, $344,700, 17730 Delmas Dr, 
2BR/2.5BA, Oakhurst, 1,420 sq ft, built 
2001

7/8/26, $490,000, 17815 Steel Horse 
Rd, 4BR/3.5BA, Caldwell Station, 
2,388 sq ft, built 2006

7/9/26, $576,000, 18840 Nautical Dr 
#72, 3BR/2BA, Admirals Quarters, 
1,367 sq ft, built 1999

7/9/26, $975,000, 20106 Dowry Ct, 
5BR/4.5BA, Antiquity, 3,438 sq ft, 
built 2014

7/10/26, $710,000, 12409 Cranberry 
Glades Dr, 5BR/3BA, Avery Park, 3,192 
sq ft, built 2017

7/14/26, $490,000, 19917 Marina Vil-
lage Dr, 3BR/2.5BA, Victoria Bay, 1,681 
sq ft, built 2004

7/14/26, $1,825,000, 20609 Queens-
dale Dr, 4BR/4.5BA, Wrights Emerald 
Cove, 4,589 sq ft, built 2007

7/15/26, $1,000,000, 21425 Crown 
Lake Dr, 4BR/4.5BA, Crown Harbor, 
4,168 sq ft, built 2002

7/15/26, $15,250,000, 20221 Regatta 
Island Dr, 6BR/7.5BA, Pointe Regatta, 
12,471 sq ft, built 2024

7/15/26, $930,000, 17206 Players 
Ridge Dr, 4BR/3.5BA, The Peninsula, 
2,713 sq ft, built 1994

7/16/26, $375,000, 18009 Kings Point 
Dr, 2BR/2BA, Kings Point, 1,096 sq ft, 
built 1992
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More transactions online at 
www.corneliustoday.com

ABOVE ALL
Heritage Advisors Service Marketing Innovation

Luxury

Not just Luxury. Statement-making. Legacy-worthy. Always next level. Real estate elevated, Above All. 

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.  
Property information herein is derived from various resources, including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate. 

Scan to view 

Open Houses, l istings, 

offices, and advisor details. 

LAKE NORMAN - CORNELIUS OFFICE

  704.727.4170

19825-D NORTH COVE ROAD, CORNELIUS, NC 28031Sotheby’s International Realty® Affiliate Company in the World

© 2026 Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each office is independently owned 
and operated, except those operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Artist and computer renderings, floor plans, and depictions are for illustrative purposes only and may 
differ from the final product. Dimensions, features, finishes, and amenities are approximate and subject to change without notice. No representation is made regarding future views or 
surrounding development. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. Any offering may be made only through the applicable disclosure or offering plan. Equal Housing Opportunity.

OWNPRIMLAND.COM | 276.222.3895

This rare residential collection brings the incomparable service 

and lifestyle of Auberge Resorts to ownership at Primland.

AUBERGE RESIDENCES

25 three-to-five-bedroom homes 

from $5.8 million

THE ESTATES

26 Custom Homesites

from $1.2 million

THE PENINSULA

18928 Peninsula Point Drive   $1,795,000
Scott Parker 304.380.4632

KIMBERLY
1126 Concord Road   $2,200,000
Marzia Mazzotti 704.497.6599

BAHIA BAY
21510 Rio Oro Drive   $3,849,000
Christy Walker 704.439.5300

ISLAND FOREST
20919 Island Forest Drive   $2,299,000
Robert Drag 704.309.3232

BAHIA BAY
21506 Rio Oro Drive   $4,300,000
Christy Walker 704.439.5300

ISLAND FOREST
21410 Pinecrest Place   $775,000
Robert Drag 704.309.3232

POINT LARGO
18032 Nantz Road   $1,999,999
Christy Walker 704.439.5300

WATERMARK
19329 Watermark Drive #342   $1,800,000
The Petrenko Group 910.916.4305

THE PENINSULA
17626 Spinnakers Reach Drive   $1,750,000
Marzia Mazzotti 704.497.6599

WESTMORELAND FARM
12851 Westmoreland Farm Road   $3,995,000
Ben Bowen 704.572.6070

 (704) 875-3060 • www.foglegroup.com
10105 Hickorywood Hill Avenue, Suite A 

Huntersville, 28078

Watercraft
Coverage

Protecting our LKN 
Boaters with

FROM PADDLE BOATS TO 
POWER BOATS AND SAIL 
BOATS TO JET SKIS, 
we want you to enjoy your 
time out on the lake with-

out worry, please give 
us a call to learn about 

watercraft insurance 
so you are properly 
protected.

        PHYSICAL DAMAGE COVERAGE: 
Covers damage to the boat, whether that 
be from a collision, fire, severe weather, theft, 
or vandalism.

        LIABILITY COVERAGE: 
Protects you from costs that arise from the 
damage you cause to other boats, people, 
and property.

        BODILY INJURY LIABILITY:
 Can cover the costs associated with any 
injuries to others as the result of an accident 
where you are at fault.

        PROPERTY DAMAGE LIABILITY: 
If you are docking your boat on a windy day 
and hit against another boat or the dock and 
cause damage to someone else’s property, 
this coverage helps you cover liability costs.

Shannon DeRolph
Personal Lines 
Account Manager
Shannon is a licensed 
agent skilled in assessing 
personal situations to 
tailor policies that fit 
client needs.

$420,000 
MLS# 4397416

17919 Kings Point Drive #K

Because Experience Counts, 
Call Debbie Today!

Broker/REALTOR®, SFR

704.533.0444
DebbieM@LakeNormanRealty.com

• 38 Years of Superior Service
• 2013-2024 Top Sales Associate

 WATERFRONT END UNIT!

7/16/26, $685,000, 1110 South St, 
4BR/3.5BA, Antiquity, 2,581 sq ft, 
built 2007

7/16/26, $520,000, 12811 Hazelbrook 
Ln, 3BR/2BA, Baileys Glen, 1,762 sq ft, 
built 2016

7/17/26, $505,000, 10732 Trolley Run 
Dr, 4BR/3.5BA, Caldwell Station, 2,515 
sq ft, built 2008

7/17/26, $3,575,000, 20114 Norman 
Colony Rd, 6BR/6.5BA, Norman Colo-
ny, 7,246 sq ft, built 2025

7/20/26, $885,000, 21903 Riddles 
Ct, 4BR/3.5BA, Antiquity, 2,789 sq ft, 
built 2010

7/20/26, $997,000, 16615 Redding 
Park Ln, 4BR/3BA, Robbins Park, 3,071 
sq ft, built 2012

7/20/26, $600,000, 7912 Village Har-
bor Dr, 3BR/2.5BA, Villages at Harbor-
side, 2,141 sq ft, built 1999

7/21/26, $1,175,000, 18726 Bluff 
Point Rd, 4BR/2BA, Bluff Point, 1,891 
sq ft, built 1987

7/21/26, $3,000,000, 20320 Haven-
view Dr, 5BR/6BA, Cornelius, 5,926 sq 
ft, built 2023

7/22/26, $430,000, 18735 Ramsey 
Cove Dr, 3BR/2.5BA, Harborside, 
1,723 sq ft, built 1998

Davidson
6/24/26, $250,000, 10372 Singletree 
Ln #21, 3BR/2BA, Frazier Acres, 1,610 
sq ft, built 1997

6/24/26, $1,490,001, 18616 Maplec-
roft Lake Ln, 5BR/3.5BA, River Run, 
3,811 sq ft, built 1993

6/25/26, $1,850,000, 709 N Main St, 
5BR/5.5BA, Historic District, 4,537 sq 
ft, built 1926

6/25/26, $626,900, 417 Delburg Mill 
Aly, 3BR/3.5BA, Davidson Cottages, 
1,830 sq ft, built 2026

6/30/26, $525,000, 714 Northeast Dr 
#52, 3BR/2BA, Spinnaker Reach, 1,373 
sq ft, built 1999

6/30/26, $1,575,000, 612 Walnut St, 
5BR/4.5BA, Davidson Springs, 3,169 
sq ft, built 2026

7/1/26, $2,010,000, 18502 Green 
Knoll Trce, 5BR/5BA, River Run, 6,296 
sq ft, built 2005

7/2/26, $985,000, 170 Clemens Pl, 
4BR/2.5BA, New Neighborhood/Old 
Davidson, 3,068 sq ft, built 2004

7/6/26, $711,000, 1989 Topaz Plz, 
6BR/4.5BA, Waterford on the Rocky 
River, 4,558 sq ft, built 2018

7/9/26, $475,000, 424 Catawba Ave, 
3BR/3BA, Parkside Commons, 1,972 
sq ft, built 2024

7/9/26, $555,000, 13603 Helen Ben-
son Blvd, 4BR/3.5BA, Summers Walk, 
2,727 sq ft, built 2011

7/10/26, $894,000, 20039 Verlaine Dr, 
5BR/3.5BA, Bradford, 3,964 sq ft, built 
2005

7/10/26, $1,187,500, 138 Woodland 
St, 3BR/2BA, Davidson, 2,176 sq ft, 
built 1921

7/10/26, $302,500, 772 Cotton Gin 
Aly, 2BR/2.5BA, Condos In South Main 
Square, 1,202 sq ft, built 2008

7/10/26, $614,900, 433 Delburg Mill 
Aly, 3BR/3.5BA, Davidson Cottages, 
1,830 sq ft, built 2025
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 1
Lost Worlds Brewing | 5 p.m. — Retro Road 
Band — (Rock) — Free

760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — Brian English 
— (Acoustic) — Free

Torrence & Knox | 7 p.m. — Dirt Truck Beer 
— (Country) — Free

Harp & Crown | 7-10 p.m. — Pluto for Plan-
et — (Acoustic Duo) — Free

Royal Bliss | 7-10 p.m. — Scandal — (Rock) 
— Free

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Rattle & 
Hum — (U2 Tribute) — Paid

Rudder & Rose | 10 p.m. — Four Warned — 
(Pop) — Free

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2
The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 10 a.m. — 
Mike Hagar — (Rock) — Free

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5
Peninsula Prime | 6 p.m. — Ephraim Som-
mers — (Acoustic) — Free

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6
The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 6 p.m. — 
John Sullivan — (Rock) — Free

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7
Torrence & Knox | 7 p.m. — Kristy Scheirer 
— (Acoustic) — Free

Harp & Crown | 7-10 p.m. — Union Groove 
— (Classic Rock) — Free

Royal Bliss | 7-10 p.m. — Bailey Marie — 
(Country) — Free

H2 Public House | 7 p.m. — Little Johnny 
Trailer Trash — (Rock) — Free

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Red Not 
Chili Peppers — (Tribute) — Paid

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8
Primal Brewery | 5 p.m. — Grateful Dudes 
— (Tribute) — Free

Lost Worlds Brewing | 6 p.m. — FlipSide — 
(Rock) — Free

760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — Dugi B & 
Burl — (Acoustic) — Free

Torrence & Knox | 7 p.m. — John Tice — 
(Rock) — Free

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Thomas 
Road Band with Bailey Marie — 

(Country) — Paid

Rudder & Rose | 10 p.m. — Wild Canyon — 
(Country) — Free

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9
The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 10 a.m. — 
Acoustic Solutions — (Jazz) — Free

Friday, August 21  | A1A Jimmy Buffett Tribute Show
A show full of energy, fun, excitement, authenticity, musicianship, originali-
ty, and continuous honest dedication to preserving Jimmy Buffett's legacy.
Boatyard LKN, 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12
Peninsula Prime | 6 p.m. — Daniel Smith 
— (Acoustic) — Free

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13
760 Craft Works | 7 p.m. — Jared Evans — 
(Acoustic) — Free

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14
Lost Worlds Brewing | 6 p.m. — Sarah 
Vieira — (Pop) — Free

H2 Public House | 6:30 p.m. — Jared Evans 
— (Rock) — Free

Torrence & Knox | 7 p.m. — Erin Maynor — 
(Acoustic) — Free

Royal Bliss | 7-10 p.m. — This Year's Model 
— (Pop/Rock) — Free

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Completely 
Unchained — (Van Halen Tribute) — 

Paid

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15
760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — John David 
Tice — (Acoustic) — Free

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — The Ledbet-
ters — (Pearl Jam Tribute) — Paid

Rudder & Rose | 10 p.m. — Throwdown 
Jones — (Rock) — Free

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16
The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 10 a.m. — 
Acoustic Solutions — (Jazz) — Free

Harp & Crown | 6-8 p.m. — Irish Session — 
(Traditional Irish Music) — Free

MONDAY, AUGUST 17
Harp & Crown | 6-9 p.m. — What the Funk 
— (Funk) — Free

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19
Peninsula Prime | 6 p.m. — Late Night 
Special Duo — (Acoustic) — Free

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21
760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — Heidi 
Sidelinker — (Acoustic Indie/Rock) — Free

Harp & Crown | 7-10 p.m. — Travis Grubb 
— (Rock) — Free

Royal Bliss | 7-10 p.m. — Neal Carter — 
(Americana) — Free

H2 Public House | 7 p.m. — John Sullivan 
— (Rock) — Free

Primal Brewery | 7 p.m. — Next Stop Com-
edy — (Comedy Show) — Paid

Cain Center for the Arts | 7:30 p.m. — Are 
You Ready For It — (Taylor Swift Tribute) 
— Paid

Lost Worlds Brewing | 7:30 p.m. — John 
Waite — (Rock) — Paid

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — A1A – Jim-
my Buffett Tribute Show — (Tribute) 

— Paid

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22
Primal Brewery | 5 p.m. — Crystal Foun-
tains — (Bluegrass) — Free 

Lost Worlds Brewing | 6 p.m. — Kristen 
Toole — (Country) — Free

Torrence & Knox | 7 p.m. — Fred Heintz — 
(Rock) — Free

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — 80z Nation 
— (80s Tribute) — Paid

Rudder & Rose | 10 p.m. — Hot Pocket — 
(R&B) — Free

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26
Peninsula Prime | 6 p.m. — Justin Mintun 
Duo — (Acoustic) — Free

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27
The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 6 p.m. — 
Acoustic Solutions — (Jazz) — Free

Cain Center for the Arts | 7 p.m. — Char-
lotte Jesters — (Comedy) — Free

FRIDAY, AUGUST 28
760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — Mike Rajew-
ski — (Acoustic) — Free

Harp & Crown | 7-10 p.m. — Ben Gaitlin — 
(Rock) — Free

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Legends 
of New Country: Wallen & Wilson — 

(Tribute) — Paid

Rudder & Rose | 10 p.m. — Off The Record 
— (Pop) — Free

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29
Lost Worlds Brewing | 5 p.m. — Lake Nor-
man Bluegrass — (Bluegrass) — Free

Royal Bliss | 7-10 p.m. — Josey Wails Band 
— (Blues / Rock) — Free

Cain Center for the Arts | 8 p.m. — Stand-
Up For Good — (Comedy) — Free

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Unknown 
Artist with This Year's Model — (Mod-

ern Rock) — Paid

Visit CorneliusToday.com for a com-
prehensive list of all live music and 
comedy events. Details are subject 
to change – visit venue websites for 
up-to-date information.

Christy Walker & Associates
Global Property Advisor

(704) 439-5300

Christy@ChristyWalker.com

www.ChristyWalker.com
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$1 ,249,900$1 ,249,900
O F F E R E D  F O RO F F E R E D  F O R

7 8 3 5  S A N D  T R A P  L A N E ,  S T A N L E Y ,  N C  2 8 1 6 4

$850,000
O F F E R E D  F O R
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BY JON SHOW

Hunter's Bagels opens this month 
in Cornelius from a brother-in-
law duo familiar with a com-

mon refrain from Northeastern trans-
plants now living in the Lake Norman 
area.

"They don’t know how to make bagels 
down here."

Well, Hunter's Bagels are made from 
co-owner Brandon Kurz's 60-year-old 
family recipe that traces its roots to a 
Brooklyn kitchen.

Co-owner Andrew Roth was raised by 
parents who operated a bagel shop for 
nearly two decades, and the duo invest-
ed six figures in bagel-making equip-
ment, including an Empire oven about 
the size of a stand-up shower designed 
to produce a chewy bagel with a crispy 
shell.

"Everyone microwaves the eggs for the 
breakfast sandwiches."

Nope. There is no microwave on the 
premises, and everything is made from 
scratch.

"Yous don't have the right worter down 
here."

Not much anyone can do about that.
The South Florida transplants with 

New York roots relocated to North 
Carolina this year after Kurz sold his 
custom golf cart dealership and set their 
sights on starting a small family busi-
ness in the Lake Norman area.

After a few months of tossing around 
ideas such as a bar and grill or a deli, 
they settled on a bagel shop.

"I went to a lot of the bagel places," 
Kurz said. "I looked at Andrew and said, 
'They don't have a good bagel here.' We 
said, 'Let's open a bagel store.'"

Hunter's Bagels is located in the for-
mer Coffee Republic & Bakery space on 
West Catawba Avenue. The entire space 
has been fully renovated, and Kurz's 
mother handled the interior design, 
helping create the warm, lodge-inspired 
atmosphere that sets the shop apart 

from a traditional bagel store or deli.
The menu features breakfast and 

lunch sandwiches, wraps and salads, but 
the focus is on producing fresh bagels in 
a kitchen designed to deliver a consis-
tent product at any time of day.

"We invested the money into making 
sure that the bagel, no matter if you 
come in once a month or every single 
day or a year from now because you're 
on vacation, you're getting the same 

product," Kurz said.
The store is named for Kurz’s one-

year-old son, Hunter. Deer antlers in 
the logo and menu items with names 
such as the Hunter, Buck and Doe fol-
low the outdoor design aesthetic.

Kurz believes in the product enough 
to put his son's name on the sign out 
front.

"If I'm putting our names on some-
thing, it needs to be honest," Kurz said.

A focus on a quality finished product, 
elevated customer service — and even 
the lack of laptop power outlets — is 
intended to recreate the feel of an old-
school deli and bakery, with the owners 
slathering schmears alongside their 
employees.

"I know customer service, and I know 
how to make people feel welcome," said 
Roth, who has spent his entire career in 
the hospitality business. "You have to 
make every guest happy. Even if it costs 
me an extra cup of coffee or an extra 
bagel, you're going to go home happy."

The owners were putting finishing 
touches on the shop in late July, with 
a grand opening expected later this 
month.

As for the quality of the bagel? Kurz 
and Roth recently hosted a reunion 
with family members from New York to 
sample their product.

"I told them, 'Tell me your honest 
opinion. If you think it sucks, just say 
so,'" said Kurz.

"They said, 'If we close our eyes, we 
are back in New York City.'"

Hunter's Bagels owners Andrew Roth and Brandon Kurz / Jon Show Photo

Flexible schedule,
no minimum # of hours required
Make a tangible difference
Assist Senior Citizens

Volunteers provide transportation around the home, offer friendly 
visits and phone calls to Senior Citizens in the Lake Norman area.

CALL OR APPLY ONLINE

980-689-1843
seniorcommunityconnections.org

“I would shout from the 
mountaintops about the incredible 
ways that you serve us and with 
such an amazing upbeat spirit of 

cheerful helpfulness.”
—A Member

(704) 439-1350 • www.mathesonattys.com

Real Estate 
Transactional Firm

9624 Bailey Rd., Suite 292
Cornelius, NC  28031

Contact us for :
• Real Estate Closings
• Title Searches
• Document Preparation

Business Today

213884
f/5-26/12974

       Protect 
the Moments

that Matter

HelloTDS.com

With fast, reliable

TDS Internet, every laugh, 

gasp, and plot twist streams 

without interruption—just the way 

movie night should be.

Bagel Shop Brings a Taste 
of Brooklyn to Cornelius
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Providing more than beautiful smiles

9700 Caldwell
Commons Cir.
Cornelius, NC
704-896-7955

www.wwsdental.com

Mercury-free dentistry

Serving Lake Norman 
since 1993

Certified general cosmetic 
sedation dentists

We are now offering
invisalign

Comprehensive dental 
care services for the

entire family

Experienced, caring
service in a comfortable 
and relaxing atmosphere

Welborne, White & Schmidt
E X C E L L E N C E  I N  D E N T I S T R Y

Education Sound Off

BY JON SHOW

HeartHaven Education, an 
educational consulting com-
pany founded by a well-known 

group of Lake Norman-area educators, 
will open a new "learning studio" this 
August.

The studio is not a school, according 
to its founders. It will instead serve as a 
home base for HeartHaven's mission to 
fill the void of real-world education in 
today's schools. Think new-world appli-
cations such as investing and entrepre-
neurship, similar to old-world subjects 
like wood shop and home economics.

That could include full-time, in-per-
son learning or working with students 
already enrolled in private, public, 
charter or home schools.

"We don't want to compete with 
schools," said Joy Warner, a HeartHaven 

New Learning Studio Opens 
on North Main Street

co-founder. "We're not in the business 
of competing. But we do want to show 
people in bureaucratic systems that we 
can do it better for everybody."

HeartHaven's founders previously 
helped build Community School of 
Davidson, a local charter school. The 
partnership includes Susan Ban, Leslie 
Bragg, Lora Shealy and Warner.

HeartHaven began as a consultancy 
working with educational institutions, 
but welcomed its first students last year 
after two families asked for help getting 
their children through senior year, the 
founders said.

One student remained enrolled at 
his local public high school while 
HeartHaven designed supplemental 
courses that counted toward school 
credit.

A second student, who had left the 
area for a residential arts program, 
returned without a path to graduate in 
time from his home school. HeartHaven 
designed a full personalized senior year 
for him, including dual enrollment at 
Central Piedmont Community College, 
and an entrepreneurship course built 
around his interest in art and dance.

As part of that course, the student 
formed his own LLC, built a business 
website and learned to invoice clients.

Warner said a year later the individual 
"functions like a third- or fourth-year 
college student."

The involvement of a company like 
HeartHaven is permitted under a North 
Carolina law that allows parents who 
register as homeschools to pay outside 
companies to help educate their chil-
dren. The founders said the provision 
is a recent change; in past years, the 
practice was common but not techni-
cally legal.

Families pay for HeartHaven's ser-
vices on a sliding scale. A single coach-
ing session costs $150. A full personal-
ized academic year, the option chosen 
by the two aforementioned students, 
costs $15,000, which is below typical 
private school tuition.

That revenue will help cover salaries 
for HeartHaven's first two hires, a sci-
ence teacher and a math teacher, along 
with rent on the new building.

HeartHaven also offers a "junior 
launch" program for high school 
juniors, consisting of monthly sessions 
over 10 months and priced around 
$1,500.

Under the model, students typical-
ly spend about three hours a day on 
academics at the 
learning studio. The 
rest of their school 
day is built around 
activities outside 
the studio, such as 
internships, jobs 
or athletics, which 
the founders count 
as part of each 
student's education 
plan.

The founders said they consider 
themselves supporters of tradition-
al public education and pointed to 
teacher burnout as a concern shaping 
their work. Several of HeartHaven's 
founders previously taught in public 
school systems before leaving to start 
the company.

HeartHaven's founders said they 
hope other schools will adopt elements 
of the personalized approach they're From Left: Joy Warner, Lora Shealy, Leslie Bragg and Susan Ban
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Cornelius Inn Heads to 
Town Board

Looks super nice, and some-
where decent to stay while visit-
ing this area is hard to find.

—Becca Miller

Vote no Town Council. It’s not con-
sistent with the land use plan. Period. 
Send a message to developers. Here is 
our plan, present us with projects that 
fit. Not projects that fit developers’ 
pockets.

—Gary Taylor

Another Amazing Big Day at 
the Lake

Such a wonderful charity! Rewarding 
for everyone at every level. Dave and 
Tracy Yochum and all volunteers, you've 
done a wonderful service for Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters!

—Gail Williams

Future of Trees, House at 
Alexander Farms

How much taxpayer money has 
been spent on this silly topic?

—Thomas Tragesser

I do not consider this to be a “silly 
topic.” The preservation of an historical 
artifact of our agricultural heritage and 
the preservation of our tree canopy 
contribute to the quality of life of our 
community.

—Jeanie Welch

Town Lands Grant for
 Exit 27

Has anyone thought this 
through? You’re going to build 
an on ramp right next to an 

elementary school? Unless you make it 
a toll entrance and exit like near Blythe 
Elementary you obviously don’t care 
about our youth.

—Linda Linfoot

Oh, no, they are "helping" us again...
—Anna Samra

Cornelius Parks & Rec 
Outperforms Peers

Awesome work by great people!
—Jeff Jones

Sourdough Bakery Opens 
on Catawba

So looking forward to the 
opening! Best wishes to you. We 
needed a bakery so thank you!

—Deb Coppa

Big Day at the Lake 2026

testing with their current students.
"We're not trying to detract from all 

those great schools out there," said Ban. 
"One thing we notice is most of those 
schools work by a system, and we want 
what works for the human instead of 
pushing that human into the system."

HeartHaven is structured as an LLC 
rather than a nonprofit, which the 

founders said gives 
them more control 
over the company's 
direction rather 
than answering to 
an evolving board of 
directors.

"We're not trying to 
be millionaires," said 
Warner.

She added that 
improving education 

is the primary focus and not profit, and 
that they believe public school educa-
tion should remain a cornerstone of 
society.

"The reality is, it's changing," said 
Warner. "It's already changed. So we 
need to make sure that we take care of 
every kid in the process."

"We just want to make it better, 
and starting in our community is our 
strategy."

HeartHaven's founders said 
they hope other schools 

will adopt elements of the 
personalized approach 

they're testing with their 
current students.
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Jon Show lives 
in Robbins Park 
with his wife, 
who he calls 
“The Mother of 
Dragons.” Their 
17-year-old 
son is “Future 
Man” and their 
14-year-old 
daughter is 
“The Blonde Bomber.” Their dog 
is actually named Lightning.

Modern Dad

It is August: The summer's last stand
BY JON SHOW

Our family text thread this sum-
mer can be categorized in four 
silos:

Our teenage daughter asking to be 
picked up or dropped at an inconve-
nient time and place.

My wife demanding the kids pick up a 
messy bedroom/kitchen, etc.

Me asking who will be home for 
dinner.

Our teenage son begging to extend his 
curfew for no reason whatsoever.

As I sit at my desk at 9 a.m. on a Tues-
day, the Mother of Dragons has not yet 
sent her daily … wait … here it is.

"Kids did you fold their laundry like I 
asked?"

She knows they haven't but she still 
sends the same text nearly every day, 
along with a request that one of them 
fold a pile of towels that's been sitting 
in the bonus room since, I don't know, 
June?

Future Man, as always, does not 
respond to her text. On this most recent 
occasion, the Blonde Bomber responds 
thusly, "Did you know if you sleep with 
a fan on all night you die."

Period. Not a question mark. This 
confuses me because she sleeps with a 
fan on every night, so I reply:

"Working from home in the summers 
is a memory that I will cherish forever."

Girl power
The Blonde Bomber is 14 years old 

and does not have a regular job this 
summer. She babysits every couple 
weeks, which fills her account with 
enough cash to last exactly four-and-a-
half days because Starbucks is bleeding 
American families dry.

Summers mean more sleepovers, 
which is awesome because the night-
time volume level created by four 
14-year-old girls is on par with a mur-
der of crows being murdered.

Also, the amount of discarded wrap-
pers and soiled dishes that teenage girls 
can amass between the hours of 11 p.m. 
and 7 a.m. is only surpassed by the 
amount of food they can eat between 
sunset and daylight hours.

Chips. Popsicles. Frozen pizzas. 
Chicken nuggets. Mozzarella sticks. All 
gone. During one sleepover this sum-
mer, one or more of them had access to 
DoorDash, and at some point Taco Bell 
and I think Raising Cane's was deliv-
ered to our home.

Do we even have Raising Cane's? A 

quick Google search shows the nearest 
location is in Rock Hill.

Boy band
Future Man has a job for the second 

straight summer. He helps work sports 
camps for the parks and recreation 
department.

Each morning he arises, grabs his egg 
and sausage sandwich off the counter, 
and heads to work. He returns each day 
around noon acting as if he was return-
ing from a month-long stint in a coal 
mine.

"We rode 15 miles today at bike camp. 
15 MILES. FIFTEEN!"

I just smile and quietly laugh and 
hope he didn't steal my underwear out 
of my closet, which I hide in different 
locations each week to lessen the likeli-
hood that he'll find them. He, of course, 
denies taking them.

Me: "Stop taking my underwear."
Him: "I don't take your underwear 

bro."
Me: "Then why were there five pairs 

laying on your pile of clean laundry in 
the hallway?"

One afternoon I took my broke 
daughter to lunch at Jimmy John's and 
asked my son if he wanted anything, 
and he requested a loaf of bread so he 
could carbo-load before the gym.

For some reason they sold me a frozen 

loaf, and rather than wait 10 minutes 
for it to thaw, he just broke it in half and 
walked out the door shirtless holding 
half a frozen cylinder of bread.

Each night around 11 p.m. he com-
mandeers a piece of furniture from our 
home so he can play Grand Theft Auto 
in his room and eat the remainder of his 
200 grams of daily protein.

Dinner time
I make dinner each night for our 

family, and in the summer I get the 
unwelcome task of trying to guess if the 
kids will be here to eat it or not.

More often than not they won't, 
which is fine. They're teenagers and 
they shouldn't want to be at home. I just 
want to know before I cook dinner.

But one day last month, with our 
fish-hating daughter at a sleepover, I 
texted my wife and son and offered to 
make his favorite dish of blackened cod 
if he was going to be home.

He responded with a heart emoji, so I 
defrosted three pieces of cod, but then 
three hours later he told me he wouldn't 
be home for dinner.

I expressed confusion as to what, 
exactly, the heart emoji meant and he 
said this:

"I meant I appreciate it and I'll eat at 
home if I have nothing else going on but 
my friends and I are going to grab some 

food tonight."
This is what happens when a society 

reverts to communicating in hiero-
glyphics.

The next day the girl texted me a 
picture of some Chinese food she was 
eating in a restaurant and asked if I 
knew how to make it. In the picture was 
a meal I stopped making five years ago 
because she told me she didn't like it.

Oh sinner man
I know there are so many of you with 

grown children reading this who are 
thinking things like, "What awful chil-
dren!" And you're right. But they're still 
my awful children.

Or perhaps you have young children 
and, like I once thought, this reality will 
never become yours. Just know that 
I, too, once held your pie-in-the-sky 
dreams, but those are dead now. Fully 
receded, like my hairline.

Someday you'll have a text thread, or 
whatever godforsaken method of com-
munication replaces a poop symbol, 
middle finger and five colors of hearts, 
and you will likely experience the atom-
ic bomb that is summer vacation with 
teenagers.

The background noise of your week-
ends will be arguments about piles of 
laundry and dirty rooms. You will add 
"clean the kitchen" to your morning 
to-do list. You will be certain that your 
daughter's friends are stealing your 
phone chargers.

Every. Damn. Day. Until summer 
ends.

If you see me in Target buying a 
bedside fan please know that I could use 
a hug.

The headline is a nod to this month’s 
Milling About column. Lindsay is having 
a much different summer than I am.
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17229 Green Dolphin Lane, Cornelius
5 Bedroom | 4 Bath | 3,439 Sq. Ft.

Offered at $1,700,000

Under Contract!

Christina Stone
LUXURY REAL ESTATE EXPERT

(704) 740-0629 | ChristinaStoneHomes.com
Christina.Stone@howardhannatate.com


