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JozzZz Brunch
~ sundays|10am-2pm

Come for the Brunch...Stay for the Live Jazz!

Salads
Appetizers
Desserts

Ask about our
mimosa options!

Play. Drink. Dine

704.851.1800
20220 Chartown Dr.
Cornelius NC 28031

TheServePickleball.com
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PICKLEBALL + KITCHEN

Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com | Member SIFC

What's important to
you?

Christian W Burns, CFP*, AWMA"®
Financial Advisor

16610 Old Statesville Rd Ste A
Huntersville, NC 28078

704-948-0422

About

Keeping Close to
Natures Heart

BY LINDSAY MARTELL
ne of my favorite memories
O around Lake Norman isn’t even
mine.

It belongs to my husband and my
daughter; but it feels like a tether be-
tween the three of us. A living snapshot
I treasure as if it were my own.

On a cloudy morning in late 2020,
when the pandemic still clung to us in
the most unrelenting way, I had outpa-
tient surgery in Charlotte.

At the time, hospitals maintained a
strict no-visitor policy, which meant my
husband and daughter couldn’t stay. I
gathered them into a family hug before
they left, and they watched as I was led
to pre-op, their faces mostly hidden by
masks.

My daughter, then seven, needed a
distraction. Big time.

Ramsey Creek is a Lake Norman park
that is muggy, buggy, and, on that day,
the perfect respite for our daughter.
Surrounded by steam coming off the
grass, my husband watched as she clung
to the handles of the zip line with the
ferocity of a determined second grader.
She jumped and soared, the cable barely
sagging under her little-kid weight. She
hopped on again and again and again. It
was everything she needed on that day.

When my husband picked me up, she
bounced with joy in her booster seat;
happy to see me, yes, but also bursting
with stories of the fun she had, how
warm it was, and the speed at which she
flew.

Ramsey Creek is still an escape for us,
especially now when outings with no
agenda are so rare.

On a recent Sunday, we grabbed
sandwiches and loaded potato soup
(my daughter’s fave) from Jason’s Deli,
leashed up our dog, Dug, and set out for
the kind of picnic you have when your
kids are pretty much over it, but still
polite enough to know it means some-
thing to you.

Spreading out an old tablecloth on an
ancient-looking table, we ate and looked
out at the shore of Lake Norman, the
blue sky mirroring the stillness of the
water.

It's a place that doesn’t evolve much
from season to season. Only in the
dead of winter will you find it mostly
uninhabited, save for a few bundled-up
moms, desperate to give their kids some

Ramsey Creek Park

much-needed outside time.

I avoid it on the summer’s hottest
days, when the crowds take over, and
the mosquitoes are out for blood, and
I'm on the cusp of melting into a puddle
of bug spray and sunscreen.

The days when it’s warm but not
scorching, buzzing with life but not
packed, are my favorite. I bring a book,
or put in my earbuds, and savor the lush
green space around me.

Ramsey Creek reminds me that
suburban parks can be restorative and
healing. It’s a sanctuary that always feels
like home.

*The title is a derivation of the John
Muir quote: “Keep close to Nature’s
heart... and break clear away, once in a
while, and climb a mountain or spend
a week in the woods. Wash your spirit
clean”

Milling About is a column about life
around Lake Norman, written by
Lindsay Martell.
The column name
is a nod to life
around the lake
and our town’s mill
history.

Lindsay Martell
lives in Birkdale
with her husband,
daughter, and a

scruffy mini mutt Martell
named Dug.
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Ventures

S . l I
BY JON SHOW

itting on a leather sofa on the
S shores of Lake Norman, in the

Larry Vitez Sailing Center, Kasia
Fthenos is asked about her most mem-
orable journey over nearly four decades
of sailing.

She smiles. The answer comes without
hesitation.

At 17, she crewed a voyage on the
Merkury, a steel-hulled yawl rig that set
out from Poland bound for Amsterdam,
then pushed through the English Chan-
nel and traced the eastern coastline of
England. From there, the route turned
north around Scotland and into the
Shetland Islands.

“It is one of the most dangerous places
to sail across—it’s basically the Cape
Horn of the Northern Hemisphere,”
she said, describing the Pentland Firth,
where currents can run at 15 knots and
the sea compresses into unpredictable
motion between rocks and whirlpools.

The experience began to shape not
only her seamanship but her sense of
how to move through changing condi-
tions as wind, water, people and uncer-
tainty all shift at once.

Years later, she finds herself applying
that same mindset far from the North
Sea, on a much quieter stretch of water
on Lake Norman.

Welcome to the lake

As the new head of Lake Norman
Community Sailing, Fthenos is now
navigating a different kind of course:
growing a nonprofit sailing center on
the lake and working to bring renewed
energy to the sport she loves.

“There is so much energy—amazing
energy from the volunteers and the
community,” she said. “We have some
challenges, but people support sailing
all across the lake, and it is electrifying”

The center operates on a mission that
sounds simple but proves complicated
in practice: make sailing accessible. That
means instruction for beginners, pro-
grams for children, recreational sailing
for members and an effort to shift per-
ceptions about who sailing is for—and
what it looks like on a lake dominated
by powerboats.

But before the organization can grow
outward, it first must make itself more
visible.

“We're trying to change a lot of things,
add more energy, invite the community,
open up to the community, let them
know about us,” she said. “A lot of peo-

Center Sets New Course

ple just don’t know that were here”

Sailing on Lake Norman has long
been fragmented—spread across yacht
clubs, private docks and small pockets
of organized racing. While sailing has
deep roots on the lake, observers say
visibility and access have never fully
caught up with its potential.

Fthenos believes that can change.

Focused on growth

Membership at the center currently
sits around 160 individuals or families
who pay a few hundred dollars a year to
get seven-day-a-week access to any of
the 31 sailboats during daylight hours.

Think of it as the original boat club at
a much more affordable price point.

Fthenos hopes to double the member-
ship rolls in her first year, but growth
is not just about numbers. It is about
reshaping what the experience feels like
once people arrive.

For years, much of the structured
activity focused on racing. That model
worked for dedicated sailors but left
many newcomers feeling excluded.

“Not everybody is into racing,” she
said. “Sailing can offer so much more
than that”

To address that gap, the organiza-
tion introduced a weekly “Fun Day on
the Water;” a more relaxed program
designed to lower the barrier to entry.
Members can sail casually, practice
skills under supervision, or simply
spend time on the water without com-
petition.

“It’s fun on the water, it’s a fantasy be-
ing on the water;” she said. “We’re open
for cruising, learning, anything”

That shift reflects a broader strategy:

Kasia Fthenos, Lake Norman Community Sailing / Jason Benavides photos

make sailing less intimidating, more
social and more family-oriented.

Youth programs are central to that
vision. This summer marks the return
of structured sailing camps for the first
time since 2019. The camps for children
ages 7 to 17 will use Sunfish sailboats,
small craft that allow beginners to
quickly learn basic handling while still
feeling the wind and water in full force.

High school sailors are expected to
play an important role as volunteers and
mentors.

“The young volunteers are amazing
because they are full of energy;” she
said. “If they have fun, they will tell
everybody. They will bring the family
over here. They will bring more friends’

That ripple effect, she believes, is key
to rebuilding a sailing culture that is a
centerpiece of the lake and not some-
thing peripheral.

]

Bigger picture

There is also a longer-term vision tak-
ing shape—one that extends far beyond
Lake Norman.

She has begun reaching out to other
community sailing organizations along
the East Coast, including groups in
Boston, Miami and Key West, with the
idea of building a connected network

where sailors can move between pro-
grams, travel for events and learn from
different sailing environments.

“How awesome would that be to have
some kind of connection among dif-
ferent sailing communities across the
United States?” she said.

The idea includes both cruising and
racing opportunities, as well as what she
described as “field trips” for adults and
families—an attempt to break the idea
that structured adventure belongs only
to youth programs.

“Adults want to do that too,” she said.
“Especially people with empty nests,
still full of energy”

Behind all of it is a marketing and
branding overhaul aimed at expanding
awareness across Lake Norman’s many
shoreline communities. A rebrand is
underway, including a new logo, as
well as outreach efforts and plans for
increased visibility in marinas, neigh-
borhoods and waterfront hubs.

Even with those changes, Fthenos is
clear that growth will not happen over-
night. Infrastructure limitations remain,
including dock space and permitting
challenges tied to shoreline manage-
ment. But she sees those obstacles as
part of the process rather than barriers
to it.

In five years, she imagines a very
different scene on the waterfront: more
boats, more classes, a larger staff and a
steady flow of families moving between
docks, classrooms and open water.

“Loaded with kids and families of
different ages,” she said. “That would be
full success.”

Eye toward the future

Beyond numbers or facilities, Fthenos
returns to something simpler: atmo-
sphere. That energetic feeling and the
potential of a resurgence in her life’s
passion is what fuels her, and she be-
lieves the foundation is already laid.

“The amount of energy here is elec-
trifying,” she said. “It will grow on Lake
Norman. There will be more sailors”

It is the same sense of forward motion
she once felt offshore in rough northern
waters—only now, instead of navigating
whirlpools and shifting currents at sea,
she is navigating something closer to
home: how to help a community find its
way back to the helm.

“I really believe that we can do it,” she
said. “We’re going to grow and bring
more people in. That spark that there is
here now? It will grow”

ANITA DIXIE
SABATES DEAN

LUXURY PORTFOLIO INTERNATIONAL
HOWARD HANNA

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

1890 YACHT CLUB
DENVER | WATERFRONT
$7,500,000

REBECCA'S RESERVE
DENVER | WATERFRONT
Pricing available upon request

19300 MARY ADREY CIRCLE
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18710 PENINSULA COVE
CORNELIUS | THE PENINSULA
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261 STONE MOUNTAIN WAY
DENVER / TRILOGY
$775,000

8052 WEST BAY DR
$2,695,000

17210 JETTON ROAD
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22537 JOHN GAMBLE RD 17836 JETTON GREEN LOOP
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Visit our website
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704-641-1465
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704-562-2515
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Safety

Drought Creates Challenglng Boating Conditions

BY JON SHOW
s Lake Norman heads into
Aanother busy summer boating
season, local officers are urging

residents and visitors to slow down and
rethink how they navigate a lake trans-
formed by unusually low water levels.

Recent water levels on Lake Norman
have been 4 feet below target level and 6
feet below full pond. The last time levels
were in that range during the summer
months was 2002 and 2007, and the
historic summer low of 89.9 feet was
recorded in 1970.

Officer Scott
Minderlein with
the Cornelius Po-
lice Department
lake patrol said
the conditions are
exposing hazards
many boaters have
never seen before.

“Lake Norman
is a completely different lake during
these drought conditions,” Minderlein
said. “Areas that were previously safe to
navigate are no longer safe”

The Cornelius Police Department

PPPE

SOUTH WEST

LAWRM EQUIPMENT
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Minderlein
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Z-Spray MAX
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Cornelius Police Department lake patrol / Photo by Jason Benavides

received 24 calls in the first three weeks
of May to assist boats that ran aground,
particularly near islands and shoal
markers where underwater hazards are
now much closer to the surface. That
compares with an average summer rate
of fewer than five calls per month.

Minderlein said boaters should give
docks and islands even more room than
state law requires. While North Caro-
lina law generally requires operators to
stay at least 100 to 150 feet away from
certain areas, Minderlein recommends
increasing that distance whenever
possible.

| Call or T&xt us to receive pncmg deta.r.'s.-‘

“If it says 150 feet, make it 250,” he
said.

He emphasized caution near islands,
especially point-to-point islands that
may be navigable during higher water
conditions, as well as areas near or
between shoal signs.

Minderlein repeatedly said speed is
one of the biggest dangers on the water
this summer, especially at night or in
unfamiliar coves. Running aground at
slow speeds may damage a boat, he said,
but high-speed incidents can throw pas-
sengers into the water or cause serious
injuries.
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“If you're going to be out at night and
you hit anything going slow, at worst,
you're going to bounce off it,” Minder-
lein said. “If you hit it fast, that's when
we have catastrophic things happen.”

The low lake levels have also exacer-
bated concerns about what lies beneath
the water. Minderlein said boaters have
reported unexpected shallow spots and
submerged objects in areas that are
normally safe.

“When Lake Norman was flooded,
who knows what was left under it?” he
said.

The department is also reminding
boaters about alcohol laws many people
may not realize exist. Beer and wine are
generally allowed on boats, but open
bottles of liquor are prohibited unless
the vessel includes sleeping quarters
and kitchen facilities.

“On a regular wake boat, if you had a
bottle of vodka, that’s illegal,” Minder-
lein said.

With thousands of renters and inex-
perienced boaters expected on the lake
this summer, Minderlein encouraged
anyone unfamiliar with boating to seek
help before heading out.

“If you're going to rent a boat, at least
do your boater safety education online,”
he said.

In addition to online education, an-
other resource for boaters is the Joshua
Murray Boating, Safety, Education and
Awareness Center, which launched two
years ago and has become a hub for
boating safety education on Lake Nor-
man.

Located in the building near the
Blythe Landing boat launch, the facility
was created to provide a dedicated space
focused on public boating safety in
response to increased lake fatalities.

During the summer months, the cen-
ter distributes free boating safety mate-
rials and educational resources aimed at
reducing accidents on the lake. Walk-up
assistance is also available on weekends
or by contacting the Cornelius Police
Department in advance.

Officers said the goal is to provide
practical instruction for both new and
experienced boaters alike.

“Knowledge is power,” Minderlein said.
“If you don't have any knowledge, if you
don't have any training on what you're
doing, and then you're out here on the
water? That's just a recipe for disaster”

“People are like, ‘T know Lake Nor-
man. Well, you don’t know it like this”

How is the drought impacting businesses?
PAGE 25

Christy Wallker

Lake Norman's Trusted & Proven Global Real Estate Advisor
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Dining

BY NORMAN, WHO KNOWS

ummer is here, and that means
S getting out on the lake to enjoy tie-

ups, tubing and lunch on the lake
with your out-of-town visitors.

Whether you're looking to dress

things up with a glass of prosecco and
some upscale appetizers or hoping to
get down and dirty in swim gear and
flip-flops with a can of beer and some
wings, here’s a guide on where to grab
lunch on the lake this summer.

Lakehouse Wine Bar & Grill

Cornelius

One of the more upscale dining
options on the lake. All lunch menu
items are under $18, including a selec-
tion of flatbreads and appetizers such as
calamari, marinated burrata, wings and
pork bao buns. Salads include a Lake-
house chopped salad and seafood tower.

Dock: Slips available on a first-come,
first-served basis.

Vibe check: A mellow stop where
lunch feels unhurried and slightly
elevated, with easy plates and a calm,
sunlit covered outdoor space that leans
more toward a relaxed break than any-
thing formal or rushed.

Hello, Sailor
Cornelius

Elevated food in a nice environment.
Appetizers ($18-$22) include blue crab
claws, tuna crudo and smoked chicken
wings. Salads ($20-$30) and sandwiches
($16-$25) include blackened shrimp
tacos, grouper sandwich and wagyu
beef Italian. Entrées ($20-$38) include
hanger steak and steelhead trout.

Dock: Sixteen boat slips and a gas
dock.

Vibe check: A bright, buzzy hangout
with a retro Palm Springs feel, where
food, cocktails and a steady social hum
draw a see-and-be-seen crowd and keep
things buzzing in a way that feels fun,
social and just a little loud in a good
way.

North Harbor Club

Davidson

Appetizers ($14-$27) include scallops,
seared tuna and lobster mac and cheese.
Salads ($25-$30). Sandwiches ($14-$19)
include po’ boy, grown-up grilled cheese

NORMAN KNOWS
Lunch on the | ake

North Harbor Club / North Harbor Club Photo

and chicken melt. Entrées ($26-$53) in-
clude filet mignon, surf and turf, black-
ened snapper and grilled pork loin.

Dock: Six boat slips.

Vibe check: Refined yet comfortable,
with an easy upscale rhythm where
well-dressed-but-relaxed crowds and
quiet service make it feel like the kind
of place people choose when they want
the lake without the chaos.

Eddie’s on Lake Norman
Mooresville

Massive outdoor seating area with
seafood-heavy Italian fare: $10-$16
apps like oysters, crab cakes and clams.
Fried seafood baskets and raw bar items
$9-$18. Pastas $16-$30 and entrées like
pan-seared snapper around $25.

Dock: No dock. Visitors must anchor
and wade in.

Vibe check: A polished-but-still-
relaxed staple with big energy, where
easygoing crowds, dependable drinks
and a steady social buzz make it feel

more like a long, unhurried day on
the water than a destination with any
pretense.

Toucan'’s Lakefront
Mooresville

Casual waterfront tiki-style bar and
grill. Affordable traditional lake fare
like burgers, sandwiches, wings, seafood
baskets, fajitas and frozen or tropi-
cal-style drinks. Most food is priced
$15-$25.

Dock: Eight boat slips and a gas dock.

Vibe check: A colorful, easygoing
hangout with a playful tropical streak,
where frozen drinks, casual bites and
a steady hum of boat-day energy set a
fun, slightly chaotic, always-summer
kind of mood.

The Blue Parrot Grill

Mooresville

Another tiki-style bar with live
music, a relaxed party atmosphere, a
seafood-focused menu and outdoor

seating. Most menu items ($20-$35) in-
clude burgers, wings, sandwiches, fried
seafood baskets and an entrée called
“local grouper”

Dock: 10 boat slips and a gas dock.

Vibe check: A bright, slightly kitschy
lakeside crowd-pleaser with casual en-
ergy, tropical-leaning vibes and a steady
mix of boaters and locals who come for
easy drinks, unfussy plates and a laid-
back, sun-bleached social scene.

Havana 33
Mooresville

Authentic Caribbean energy meets
lakefront dining—ropa vieja, lechon,
empanadas, plantains, seafood dishes
and strong rum cocktails—plus live mu-
sic and a festive, colorful interior. Most
menu items are $18-$30.

Dock: No dock. Visitors must anchor
and wade in.

Vibe check: A lively, rum-soaked
hangout with colorful energy, upbeat
music and a social, slightly chaotic
warmth where cocktails and conversa-
tion tend to take priority over anything
rushed or serious.

Anntony’s at the Landing
Sherrills Ford

Site of the original Lake Norman Mo-
tel, now a Caribbean-inspired restau-
rant and bar. Known for $10-$20 jerk
chicken, oxtails, curry dishes, seafood
plates, tropical flavors, rum-forward
cocktails and frozen drinks.

Dock: Four boat slips and a gas dock.

Vibe check: A laid-back, slightly divey
waterfront hangout with Caribbean
flavors, cold drinks and the kind of re-
laxed lake crowd that cares more about
atmosphere than polish.

WaterSide Bar & Grill

Catawba

Laid-back throwback dive bar with
alocal crowd, cheap drinks, basic bar
food, TVs and a casual come-as-you-are
vibe focused on hanging out and sports
rather than fancy dining or scenery.

Dock: Eight boat slips and a gas dock.

Vibe check: A no-frills, easygoing lake
hangout with a steady flow of regulars,
cold drinks and a lived-in feel where the
draw is comfort, familiarity and watch-

ing the day drift by.
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The Man

Behind

Lake Normans
Lost and Found

BY JON SHOW

n an online video, Phil Stahala ex-
Itends his hand in front of an under-

water camera, opens it and reveals
what he was hired to recover — one of
the many valuable items he has pulled
from the deep,
murky waters of
Lake Norman.

Is it one of the
thousands of pairs
of sunglasses he
has found? One of
the wedding rings
he was hired to
retrieve? Perhaps
one of the hun-
dreds of pricey anchors he has found
attached to submerged trees — stuck to
trunks that were left behind when the

Stahala

F BEAUTIFUL
BY DESIGN

Elevate your everyday
lifestyle and routines.

=0 DISAPPEAR
Technology that blends
beautifully into your home.

Visit Our Experience Center
124 Poplar Pointe Dr. Suite 101

Mooresville, NC 28117

lake was created in the 1960s?

None of the above.

It is a prosthetic eyeball, found nestled
among hundreds of freshwater mussel
shells discarded by a hungry muskrat.
Stahala was hired to retrieve it last sum-
mer, the morning after Fourth of July
festivities, by a man hoping to avoid the
$700 cost of a replacement eye.

“I thought it was a lost cause because
the inside of those shells are white, but I
looked around and there it was, looking
right back at me,” he said.

Open water

Ten years ago, Stahala, an avid scuba
diver, started a Facebook page — Lake
Norman Scuba Diving and Recovery

Continued on PAGE 11
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Phil Stahala with over two dozen anchors
and a handful of phones found at the
bottom of Lake Norman / Photo-by Jason
Benavides
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DE! Together

Living
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Service — to share images and videos
from beneath the surface of Lake Nor-
man. People soon began messaging him
to recover lost items.

“Word of mouth grew it from there,”
he said.

The prosthetic eye video is one of 250
pieces of content he has posted over the
years.

He has been paid to recover countless
cellphones, including one for a woman
who needed her ID and credit card in
the attached wallet just hours before
boarding a flight. Not only did he find
the phone, but it still worked — as they
often do.

“I am impressed how they survive a
dip in the lake,” he said.

Other common finds include Apple
Watch devices, thousands of sunglasses,
Yeti cups, boat props, and skinny Yeti
koozies — almost always with un-
opened cans of White Claws.

He has also fished out multiple bottles
of Fireball, a flat-screen television and
several drones.

The number of anchors he has found
is too large to track. His record for a
single day is 12, all stuck on a giant tree
stump near a popular spot he declined

to identify.

“I thought I could find the stump
again, but I haven’t been able to locate
it he said. “I'm sure it’s loaded up with
anchors again.”

Diver for Hire

Rings are the most difficult items to
find — they take unpredictable paths
once they sink. He said he has only
been hired to search for men’s wedding
bands, never a woman’s engagement or
wedding ring.

Searches are easier when there is a
fixed point to establish a grid. In open
water, where a woman once lost a
$50,000 bracelet on a Jet Ski, recovery is
impossible.

Even in shallower depths, murky
water and limited light compound the
challenge, and sometimes his flashlight
iso’t much help.

“Visibility is always the biggest prob-
lem, and so is the silt bottom where
items can disappear,” he said. “Usually
I can see the outline of a phone, but
sometimes I have to feel around for it

His fee varies based on travel distance
and the difficulty of the retrieval. He re-
turns items he is hired to find, or those
with a clear owner — like wallets with
IDs — while others remain in storage at

Lake Norman’s Exclusiyg
= Marine Service:

= e Maintenance

BOAT D#CTOR

MARINE MOBILE MECHANIC
LAKE NORMAN

de)ad

Jdl\)

his home.

One returned item was an Apple
Watch whose owner showed up on
Stahala’s front porch a week after the
recovery when, unbeknownst to him,
the device’s tracking feature reactivated.

“It kind of caught me off guard,” he
said.

The lake is 33,000 acres, so if you ever
lost something, it is unlikely Stahala
found it. Even if he did, there needs to
be some form of proof of ownership.

“Someone messaged me and asked if I
found their Goodr sunglasses,” he said.
“I have so many that who knows?”

Under the surface

Beyond his diving gear, Stahala carries
only a GoPro camera, the flashlight, a
knife and an occasional metal detector.
The detector has turned up plenty of
nails. He has encountered fish, turtles
and snakes, but nothing threatening.

“Luckily nothing dangerous has
happened,” he said. “I do carry a knife
in case I need to cut myself out of a
situation.”

He said his most unexpected discov-
ery came in about 15 feet of water near
the sandbar party area — remnants of
an old road that once extended from
what is now Bethel Church Road to-

WMASTER

TITLE AGENCY

Buying property in Cornelius?

Unpermitted patios, additions, and other improvements may violate
zoning ordinances or have been built without proper permits.

If issues are discovered after closing, you could be responsible for
costly repairs or removal.

A standard title policy may not protect you.

An enhanced title insurance policy may provide extra protection. Ask
your real estate attorney if you are eligible for enhanced coverage.

Stahala returns items with a
clear owner like wallets with ID
/ Contributed photo

ward Denver.

Stories persist of barns, homes and
other structures left standing during the
two years it took to flood the Catawba
River basin, but Stahala has never seen
any of them.

“I have never found any, but I also
don’t go that deep looking for them,” he
said.

Stahala works full time as a computer
drafter for an engineering firm, making
scuba diving a hobby — one he does not
envision abandoning anytime soon.

“I don’t see people not losing items in
the water,” he said. “As long as they keep
dropping things, I'm willing to come

find them”

mastertitleagency.com

Serving Mecklenburg County
Since 2002
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Styled

Lake Style Beyond the Beach Bag

BY LAURA CINOTTI

hen I think about summer
style on Lake Norman, the
first thing that comes to

mind isn’t buying a new cover-up. In
fact, one of my favorite summer styl-
ing tricks is breaking that fashion rule
altogether.

I have always loved playing dress-up.
My family would probably tell you I
never quite grew out of it. At any given
moment, you may find me doing just
that. Some people meditate; I style out-
fits and “accidentally” lose three hours.

Then, inevitably, from the far-off
distance of one of my sons’ bedrooms, I
hear the dreaded sentence: “What's for
dinner?” And just like that, ’'m remind-
ed my children need to eat ... again!

Somewhere between styling outfits
and figuring out dinner, I realized lake
fashion might actually be the ultimate
excuse to keep playing dress-up. I love
looking at a bathing suit and asking
myself, “What if this wasn’t a bathing
suit at all?”

Hear me out.

Instead of thinking of your swimsuit
as something hidden

look less like you're headed to sit in a
beach chair and more like you're ready
to take on the day.

If your suit has bright colors or trop-
ical prints, treat it exactly the way you
would a favorite patterned top. Pull a
color from the suit and build around
it with a cute pair of shorts or a skirt, a
woven bag or easy sandals.

Swimsuits in black, white or neutral
shades practically do all the work for
you. Have a favorite flowy skirt you've
been dying to wear? Pair it with a solid
swimsuit, throw on a lightweight but-
ton-down and tie a knot at the waist.
Suddenly, you're ready for both the lake
and lunch.

And while we're rethinking fashion
rules, let’s flip the idea around, too.
Sometimes my favorite “cover-ups”
don’t even involve a swimsuit at all.

That oversized linen button-down you
wear over a bathing suit? Pair it with
denim shorts and sandals for brunch. A
flowy cover-up dress suddenly becomes
a casual summer dress with layered
jewelry and a woven bag. Even a match-
ing set that started as your “lake outfit”

can become a dinner
outfit with a simple

underneath layers,
think of it as part of shoe swap.
the outfit. Think of it I think we sometimes

as a top, a bodysuit or

put pieces into little

even an accessory that  Instead of thinking of ~ categories in our clos-

helps build the look.

Suddenly, your closet
becomes a lot bigger,
and your “lake ward-

ets — beach clothes,

your swimsuit as some-  dinner clothes, vaca-
thing hidden under- tion clothes, everyday

clothes — but some of

robe” isr’t limited toa ~ N€ath layers, think of it the best outfits happen

handful of cover-ups as part of the outfit. when we stop giving
hanging in the back of i ) them labels. Some of
your closet. Think of it as a top, my favorite styling

Life around Lake moments happen when

Norman usually

a bodysuit or even an

I'look at a piece and

doesn’t stop at the boat accessory that helps think, “What else could

dock. One minute
you’re heading out on
the water; the next,
you're grabbing lunch, stopping at the
grocery store or running ragged trying
to get one child to a sporting event and
the other to a playdate. Around here,
our outfits need to multitask almost as
much as we do.

One of my favorite ways to style a
swimsuit is by leaning into its person-
ality. If your suit has a nautical feel,
think navy, crisp white, stripes or gold
details. Pair it with white linen pants,
an oversized button-down, gold jewelry
and oversized sunglasses. Suddenly, you

build the look.

this be?”

As a stylist, I always
tell clients fashion
should work for your life, not the other
way around.

We are busy people. Our days rare-
ly follow one plan, and our closets
shouldn’t either.

This summer, think outside the box
— or the lake bag. Wear the swimsuit
as part of the outfit, wear the cover-up
without the swimsuit and don’t be
afraid to play dress-up a little.

Sometimes the best lake outfit is the
one you never intended to wear to the
lake at all.

Laura Cinotti is a local stylist. Follow her for more style tips on
Instagram @lc_styled.

Marzia Mazzotti
Speaking Your Language!

Premier ‘

)

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

THE PENINSULA | 18103 HARBOR LIGHT BOULEVARD, CORNELIUS | UNDER CONTRACT $4,695,000

Local Experience
Cornelius (Peninsula) resident for 21 years.

Proven Results

Worldwide Exposure
At Premier Sotheby’s International Realty,
our name is synonymous with luxury.

Luxury real estate tailored to your needs

services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.

Consistent Top Producer in the Lake Norman Region.

Contact me to explore additional available opportunities.

Premier | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Marzia Mazzotti
Global Real Estate Advisor
704.497.6599

Marzia.Mazzotti@PremierSIR.com

Sweet-Home-Carolina.com

Sotheby's International Realty® and the Sotheby's International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned
and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. Property information herein is derived from various sources including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing
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Town Board Opposes
State Tax Restrictions

The Cornelius Town Board adopted a
resolution opposing efforts by the N.C.
General Assembly to limit how munici-
palities set property tax rates.

The action comes as state senators
consider House Bill 1089, which would
restrict how much towns and counties
could raise property taxes without voter
approval. Supporters say the proposal
would protect taxpayers from large in-
creases, while opponents argue it would
weaken local control and limit funding
for services.

Cornelius officials said the legislation
could impact the town’s ability to fund
police, fire protection, parks and trans-
portation improvements. The town’s
legislative agenda asks lawmakers to
reject any proposal that removes local
taxing authority.

Mayor Denis Bilodeau also sent letters
to local legislators urging them to pre-
serve local control over tax decisions.

Rep. Beth Helfrich voted no and said
she supports taxpayer protections and
referendums but is cautious about state
mandates that could make it harder for
towns to respond to growth and infra-
structure needs.

Huntersville and Davidson have not
formally acted on the proposal.

CATS CEO Says Red Line
“Will Be Built”

Interim Charlotte Area Transit System
CEO Brent Cagle said the long-dis-
cussed Red Line commuter rail project
is guaranteed under the recently ap-
proved regional transit funding plan.

Speaking at a Lake Norman Cham-
ber of Commerce event, Cagle said the
25-mile rail corridor connecting Char-
lotte with Huntersville, Cornelius and
Davidson is “nonnegotiable” under the
PAVE Act.

“The red line will be built,” he said.
“The question is how long before we can
ride it?”

The project would include 10 stations
operating largely along existing Norfolk
Southern tracks. Cagle said the line re-
mains in early engineering and environ-
mental review stages, with completion
estimated roughly nine years away.

Now Serving Veterans and
First Responders & Families

FREE REAL ESTATE SERVICE

Offered to Sellers & Buyers Saving
Thousands of Dollars in Commissions

S o——_

W
BecauseYouServed

855-iServed (855-473-7833)

Get Your FREE Benefits ID at
www.BecauseYouServed.com
20460 Chartwell Center Dr., Ste 2, Cornelius

A decision from Mooresville and Ired-
ell County on whether to fund an exten-
sion north of Davidson will be needed
soon to finalize the project’s terminus.

Cagle also highlighted the success of
CATS Micro, the on-demand van tran-
sit service that replaced Village Rider
routes. The Huntersville-Cornelius-Da-
vidson zone recorded nearly 60,000
rides during its first full year, with
strong use among seniors and residents
with mobility challenges.

11/11 Bar Opening on
Statesville Road

A new establishment called 11/11 Bar
is under construction in the former Jay’s
at the Lake space on Statesville Road.

Owners Brian and Alexandra Van-
derWesten are renovating the property
with plans for a traditional Lake Nor-
man tavern atmosphere featuring pool
tables, live music and indoor and out-
door gathering spaces.

Renovations include a new bar, up-
dated seating, flooring, bathrooms and
an outdoor stage. The couple said they
hope to create a safe, community-fo-
cused environment inspired by older
neighborhood bars that once dominat-
ed the area.

A grand opening is planned for early
July.

Ramsey Creek Beach
Opening Delayed

The swimming beach at Ramsey
Creek Park will remain closed because
of drought conditions and unusually
low lake levels.

Mecklenburg County said the water
at the beach is currently too shallow
for safe use. The swim area’s waterline
has receded beyond established swim
boundaries.

The park’s boat launch remains open,
though only about 15 feet of the ramps
remain underwater.

The Catawba-Wateree River Basin
entered Stage 2 of the Low Inflow Pro-
tocol last month because of significantly
below-average rainfall and low stream-
flow. Cornelius has received nearly 5
inches less rain than average this year,
according to RainDrop precipitation
tracking data.

Chili Willi's Opens
in Cornelius

Tex-Mex restaurant Chili Willi’s has
opened in the former Waterman and
Cowboy space on Bailey Road.

The concept originated in Hunting-

ton, West Virginia, where it operated
from 1983 to 2011. Restaurateur Rob
Duckworth partnered with original
owner and chef Ron Smith to revive the
restaurant in Cornelius.

The menu includes wood-fired and
scratch-made dishes such as blackened
mabhi tacos, carnitas tacos, enchiladas,
chimichangas and coffee-rubbed hanger
steak, along with margaritas, specialty
cocktails and a large beer selection.

The redecorated space features bright
colors, outdoor seating and firepit areas.

Resident Upgrades Post
Office Landscaping

Cornelius resident Dan White in-
dependently funded and completed
landscaping improvements outside the
Cornelius post office after noticing the
neglected appearance of the property.

White, an executive with Wealth
Enhancement Group, designed and
installed new ground cover and land-
scaping elements on his own time.

He said the effort was intended as a
small way to contribute to the commu-
nity and improve a space regularly used
by residents.

Fresh Egg Rebrands as
FunkHeizer’s Diner

Restaurateur Mel Funk has rebranded
Fresh Egg in Cornelius as FunkHeizer’s,
a diner concept developed with business
partner Kelly Heizer.

The restaurant now serves breakfast,
burgers, sandwiches and dinner entrees
throughout the day. Menu items include
eggs Benedict, smash burgers, shrimp
and grits, crab cakes and Delmonico
ribeye.

Funk said the concept was inspired by
traditional diners popular across both
northern and southern states. Longtime
manager Charlie Marshall remains
involved as a managing partner.

Kindred Temporarily
Closes After Fire

A small fire at Kindred forced the
restaurant to temporarily close for
repairs and cleanup.

The fire began in a wastebasket inside
an upstairs bathroom and was quickly
contained by the building’s sprinkler
system. No injuries were reported,
though water damage from the sprin-
klers affected the restaurant.

Owners Katy and Joe Kindred said
staff immediately began cleanup efforts
and plan to reopen after repairs are
completed, but did not offer a timeline.
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4383263 Arare piece of Mooresville history 4378229 Bright, open, and designed for ev- 4374423 Luxury low-maintenance living
beautifully preserved on over 3 private acres. eryday living, this Mooresville home offers space  in one of Mooresville’s most desirable 55+
Timeless craftsmanship, soaring ceilings, and to gather and room to grow. Soaring windows, communities. This beautifully maintained
thoughtfully updated spaces blend historic detailed finishes, and a peaceful cul-de-sac one-level home offers privacy, spacious living,
charm with modern comfort. A truly one-of-a-
kind Southern estate filled with character and
legacy. $1,000,000

setting create a home that feels both elegantand  and upscale finishes throughout. Resort-style
amenities and everyday conveniences are all
just moments away. $750,000

inviting. Flat manicured grounds and no HOA
make it even more special. $750,000

e

4383249 Historic Edgewood Farmhouse 4384981 Beautifully updated and designed
offers a rare opportunity to own a remarkable for entertaining, this Morrison Plantation home
piece of Mecklenburg County history. Original delivers comfort, space, and exceptional
architectural details, historic fireplaces, and community living. The open layout, oversized
timeless craftsmanship create a property filled kitchen, heated pool, and flexible bonus spac-
with charm and potential. A truly unique setting  es make everyday living feel elevated. All in a
ready for its next chapter. $649,000 prime Mooresville location close to shopping
and recreation! $619,000

4384388 Thoughtfully renovated and full

of charm, this Cornelius home offers stylish
living in the highly desirable Madison Village
community. Updated finishes, warm natural
details, and a beautifully landscaped backyard
create a welcoming atmosphere throughout.
$520,000

COMMERCIAL

Lake Norman Realty offers
dedicated commercial real
estate broker services for
buyers, sellers, landlords, and
tenants. If it's commercial,

M we've got you covered.

| 800-315-3655

Featuring 8021 NC 150 Hwy E,
Terrell. North Carolina 28682:

| Prime 1.59-acre opportunity along
the booming NC 150 corridor with
exceptional visibility. Surrounded
by major mixed-use develop-
ments, it's perfectly positioned for
retail, office, or redevelopment.
This is your chance to build in the
4 heart of Lake Norman’s growth.

OFFICE LOCATIONS

Cornelius 704.892.9673 Siatesville 704.881.0771

Davidson 704.655.2600 Rentals 704.662.6049

Denver 704.483.1518

Mooresville 704.663.3655 Relocation 800.706.6049
800.315.3655

¥ : i
4369256 Completely reimagined and
anything but ordinary, this Huntersville home
blends luxury, warmth, and individuality. Set
on over an acre, the thoughtfully designed
interiors feature designer finishes, custom de-
tails, and timeless style throughout. A peaceful
retreat with the convenience of nearby dining
and greenways. $750,000

sl (A
4377553 Spacious and versatile, this full
brick Mooresville ranch offers flexible living
with room for everyone. Multiple gathering
spaces, an in-ground pool, and a large
fenced backyard make it ideal for relaxing
or entertaining. Conveniently located near
downtown, parks, shopping, and everyday
amenities. $475,000

| LAKE VACATION

Escape to breathtaking Lake Norman for
an unforgettable vacation this summer.

-

el P o g Enjoy water sports, fishing, and stunning

| scenery.

Discover exceptional vacation rentals at
|| | www.lakenormanvacationrentals.com,
M from luxurious waterfront homes to cozy
U retreats. Experience boating, kayaking,
charming towns, and delicious cuisine.

Let Lake Norman Realty Vacation
fi Rentals help you plan your dream
| getaway. Visit our website today!

PYLAKE NORMAN | 2
REALTY, INC. | ir

Our Experience Runs Deep.
www.LakeNormanRealty.com




CORNELIUS | $3,195,000
18710 Peninsula Cove Lane
Anita Sabates | 704.562.2515

DAVIDSON | $1,590,000
e 17909 Nodghia Circle
+ Jillian Mack | 704.500.6372
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. VIEW MORE
LUXURYLISTINGS

MOORESVILLE | $2,200,000
142 Lakeview Shores Loop
Shelly Bruder | 517.802.8828

625 James Alexander Way
Naomi Hofert & Diane Hofert | 704.968.3754

% DAVIDSON | $1,350,000

(Efl IN LUXURY IN
THE CAROLINAS

HOWARD HANNA

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

#1 FAMILY-OWNED IN THE U.S.

- L PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

Experience the next level in luxury
real estate when you partner with us.
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4/20/26, $655,000, 20211 Tailwind Ln,
4BR/2BA, Sawyers Landing, 2,230 sq
ft, built 2000

4/20/26, $1,150,000, 22304 John
Gamble Rd, 4BR/4BA, Country Club
Shores, 3,613 sq ft, built 2016

4/22/26, $925,000, 21316 Sandy
Shore Ln, 5BR/3.5BA, Country Club
Shores, 3,538 sq ft, built 1987

4/22/26, $2,625,000, 19442 Peninsula
Shores Dr, 5BR/5BA, The Peninsula,
5,588 sq ft, built 1995

4/23/26, $339,900, 17624 Delmas Dr,
2BR/2.5BA, Oakhurst, 1,472 sq ft, built
1999

4/23/26, $1,350,000, 21713 Junco Ct,
4BR/3.5BA, Heron Harbor, 3,400 sq ft,
built 1995

GROUND FLOOR!

WATERFRONT CONDO ON LAKE NORMAN!

1113 Torrence Circle -D

$650,000
MLS# 4337531

D 20 ol MONROE

7

DebbieM@LakeNormanRealty.com

DEBBIE

Broker/REALTOR®, SFR
2013-2024 Top Sales Associate
38 Years of Superior Service

04.533.0444

Because Experience Counts,
Call Debbie Today!

SALES

4/23/26, $1,525,000, 19577 Meta Rd,
6BR/4.5BA, Diane Shores, 3,617 sq ft,
built 1995

4/24/26, $1,475,000, 18609 Square
Sail Rd, 5BR/3.5BA, The Peninsula,
3,753 sq ft, built 2000

4/27/26, $375,000, 11635 Truan Ln,
3BR/2.5BA, Heritage Green, 1,364 sq
ft, built 2006

o Flexible schedule,

no minimum # of hours required

v Make a tangible difference

) Assist Senior Citizens

Volunteers provide transportation around the home, offer friendly

4/27/26, $605,000, 8607 Forest Shad-
ow Cir, 4BR/2.5BA, Stratford Forest,
2,382 sq ft, built 1995

4/27/26, $3,750,000, 16624 Flying Jib
Rd, 5BR/4.5BA, The Peninsula, 6,002
sq ft, built 1998

4/29/26, $382,500, 18714 Ramsey
Cove Dr, 3BR/2.5BA, Harborside,
1,770 sq ft, built 1998

= Community
Connections

“l would shout from the
mountaintops about the incredible
ways that you serve us and with
such an amazing upbeat spirit of
cheerful helpfulness.”

—A Member

CALL OR APPLY ONLINE

980-689-1843

visits and phone calls to Senior Citizens in the Lake Norman area, (SSNIOfCOMmunityconnections:org

THE

SARVER

GROUP

YOUR REAL ESTATE ADVISORS FOR LIFE

details throughout.

Outside, enjoy a fenced backyard, covered porch;,

patio, fire pit, and peaceful wooded surroundings, all

just minutes from Skippers Landing, Lake Norman

State Park, downtown Troutman, Mooresville,

shopping, dining, and I-77.

A Luxe Experience At Any Price Point

JEREME BENNETT | 704.668.0352

8611 Covedale Crossings Circle,
Cornelius, NC 28031 | $650,000

kW LAKE NORMAN

KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated

SCOTT DAVID | 704.686.8138

315 W Waterlynn Road
Mooresville, NC 28117 | $1,299,995

704-626-7007
TheSarverGroup.com
LKNLuxe.com

r

Bl_—% .
Matt Sarver | 704.445.9977
Britt sarver | 704.610.6806

LEXI PAAS-NORTON | 704.459.6152

18735 Ramsey Cove Drive
Cornelius, NC 28031 | $450,000

KELLERWILLIAMS

INTERNATIONAL
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4/29/26, $429,900, 20837 Sierra Vista
Dr, 4BR/3BA, Bahia Bay, 1,727 sq ft,
built 1992

4/29/26, $2,200,000, 20732 Eastpoint
Dr, 4BR/3.5BA, Island Forest, 3,284 sq
ft, built 1972

4/30/26, $400,000, 18827 Cloverstone
Cir, 3BR/2.5BA, Edinburgh Square,
1,616 sq ft, built 2000

4/30/26, $573,000, 17611 Inver Dr,
3BR/2BA, Baileys Glen, 1,650 sq ft,
built 2019

4/30/26, $2,693,683, 18112 Harbor
Light Blvd, 6BR/5.5BA, The Peninsula,
5,950 sq ft, built 1996

5/1/26, $550,000, 19436 Coachman'’s
Trace, 3BR/2.5BA, Coachman’s Trace,
2,500 sq ft, built 1990

5/1/26, $1,030,000, 10205 Treetop Ln,
6BR/5BA, Weatherstone Manor, 5,110
sq ft, built 2005

$2,625,000 | 18019 Whispering Oaks Drive, Cornelius

5/1/26, $1,395,000, 7604 Windaliere
Dr, 5BR/3.5BA, Sterling Pointe, 3,124
sq ft, built 1997

5/1/26, $2,250,000, 21216 Olde Quar-
ry Ln, 6BR/6.5BA, Shadowcreek, 5,664
sq ft, built 2023

5/3/26, $350,000, 9216 Ducati Ln,
3BR/2.5BA, Heritage Green, 1,332 sq
ft, built 2003

Trusted & Caring

Dental Excellence!

+ Exceptional Team
« Advanced Technology
« Comfort Amenities

« Emergencies Welcome

+ Locally Owned!

We are located in Northcross
Shopping Center near Home Goods.

704-420-6900

NorthcrossDentalCare.com “ O]

NORTHCROSS
= DENTAL CARE

10011 Biddick Lane, Suite 140

+ Hunrersville «

5/4/26, $337,500, 18742 Nautical Dr
#202, 2BR/2BA, Admirals Quarters,
934 sq ft, built 2007

5/4/26, $920,000, 21428 John Pines
Dr, 3BR/2.5BA, Crown Harbor, 3,044
sq ft, built 1997

5/6/26, $2,625,000, 18019 Whisper-
ing Oaks Dr, 4BR/4BA, Nantz Shores,
3,637 sq ft, built 1995

5/7/26, $275,000, 19839 Deer Valley
Dr, 2BR/2BA, Alexander Chase, 1,244
sq ft, built 2003

5/7/26, $412,000, 22334 Market St,
3BR/2.5BA, Antiquity, 1,474 sq ft,
built 2015

5/8/26, $575,000, 17747 North Shore
Cir, 3BR/2.5BA, Westmoreland, 2,356
sq ft, built 2007

5/11/26, $1,600,000, 20139 Rainbow
Cir, 3BR/2BA, Biscayne, 1,808 sq ft,
built 1986

5/11/26, $2,275,000, 19329 Water-
mark Dr #361, 3BR/3.5BA, Watermark,
2,921 sq ft, built 2020

5/11/26, $3,425,000, 20517 Queens-
dale Dr, 5BR/4.5BA, Wrights Emerald
Cove, 5,236 sq ft, built 2006

5/12/26, $437,000, 19705 Swiss Stone
Ln, 3BR/2BA, Willow Pond, 1,891 sq ft,
built 1989

Sa Ies CONTINUED
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Now Accepting New Patients,
Great for the Whole Family!

No Insurance? No Problem!
Call About Our Dental Savings Plan!

FREE Cleanings!

For insured pattents. Call for details.

Convenient Hours
Weekdays 7am—7pm & on Saturdays!

5/12/26, $695,000, 20042 Northport
Dr, 4BR/2.5BA, Jetton Cove, 2,680 sq
ft, built 2001

5/14/26, $267,410, 18605 Ruffner
Dr Unit 2F, 2BR/2BA, The Terraces at
Oakhurst, 1,046 sq ft, built 2003

5/14/26, $280,000, 19960 Oak Leaf
Cir, 2BR/2BA, Twin Oaks, 1,125 sq ft,
built 1990

5/14/26, $345,000, 18742 Silver Quay
Dr, 2BR/2.5BA, Silver Quay, 1,264 sq
ft, built 1994

5/14/26, $423,500, 16515 Amberside
Rd E, 3BR/2BA, Alexander Chase,
1,349 sq ft, built 2007

5/14/26, $490,000, 18544 Victoria Bay
Dr, 4BR/2.5BA, Victoria Bay, 2,078 sq
ft, built 2003

5/15/26, $555,000, 20127 Beard St,
4BR/2.5BA, Victoria Bay, 2,765 sq ft,
built 2003

5/15/26, $630,000, 7822 Village Har-
bor Dr, 3BR/2BA, Villages at Harbor-
side, 1,423 sq ft, built 1999

5/15/26, $679,000, 19700 Coachman's
Trace, 5BR/3.5BA, Coachman’s Trace,
3,120 sq ft, built 1996

5/15/26, $680,000, 11735 Meeting-
house Dr, 3BR/3BA, Baileys Glen,
2,943 sq ft, built 2015

-

$3,750;b00 | 16624 Flying Jib Road, Cornelius

5/15/26, $730,000, 16215 Lakeside
Loop Ln, 3BR/3BA, The Courtyards on
Lake Norman, 2,547 sq ft, built 2017

5/15/26, $1,410,000, 21311 Baltic Dr,
4BR/3.5BA, Captains Point, 3,842 sq
ft, built 2008

5/15/26, $1,485,000, 17413 Robbins
Ridge Rd, 5BR/4.5BA, Robbins Park,
3,795 sq ft, built 2015

5/15/26, $1,800,000, 19329 Water-
mark Dr #231, 3BR/3.5BA, Watermark,
2,865 sq ft, built 2021

5/15/26, $2,450,000, 17210 Jetton Rd,
4BR/3.5BA, The Peninsula, 4,331 sq ft,
built 1999

5/18/26, $370,000, 18736 Nautical Dr
#102, 2BR/2BA, Admirals Quarters,
1,016 sq ft, built 2007

5/18/26, $800,000, 19516 Trintella Ln,
4BR/2.5BA, Captains Point, 2,201 sq
ft, built 1998

5/18/26, $943,000, 21329 Crown Lake
Dr, 5BR/3BA, Crown Harbor, 3,196 sq
ft, built 2017

5/18/26, $1,299,000, 17335 Players
Ridge Dr, 3BR/3.5BA, The Peninsula,
3,732 sq ft, built 2006

% Fogle hwmane broup At Oromers
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Helping LKN Businesses
Succeed with

Business
Insurance

EACH BUSINESS FINDS THEMSELVES
IN UNIQUE SITUATIONS SPECIFIC
to their operations. Different types of commercial
insurance address different risks that could impact
a business. Liability and Property coverageis a
good place to start,and a Business Owner’s Policy
(BOP) is a cost-effective way to conveniently
bundle both in a package policy.

Jackson Principi,
Commercial Lines Agent
Jackson is an agent that works to help support the
growth of the agency and local businesses.

wind, or theft.

(704) 875-3060 - www.foglegroup.com
10105 Hickorywood Hill Avenue, Suite A

Huntersville, 28078

2 GENERAL LIABILITY COVERAGE: A must for
any business as it protects you by covering
common business risks such as customer injuries
like a slip-and-fall, customer property domage,
and advertising injuries, such as libel and slander.

> COMMERCIAL PROPERTY COVERAGE:
Protects your place of business and helps replace
and cover costs for the building structure,
equipment, furniture, and other physical assets
damaged in a covered loss.

2> BUSINESS INCOME OR BUSINESS
INTERRUPTION: A type of property coverage
that helps cover loss of income your business
may suffer from a covered loss, such as fire,

TAILOR YOUR POLICY
WITH ADDITIONAL
COVERAGES:

We can tailor your BOP
to better meet your
business’s unique needs
by adding additional
coverages such as:

- Cyber Liability / Data
Breach
- Equipment Breakdown
- Hired Auto & Non-
Owned Auto Liability
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Sa Ies CONTINUED

5/18/26, $2,500,000, 17723 Spring-
winds Dr, 3BR/2BA, The Peninsula,

Transactional Firm
. 5/19/26, $465,000, 9335 Glenashley
Contact us for : . Dr, 4BR/3BA, Heritage Green, 2,050 sq
LAW FIRM, P.A.
+ Real Estate Closings ft, built 2006

9624 Bailey Rd., Suite 292 B'“e Seorﬁes )
Cornelius,NC 28031 s bocumentFreparation | - 514,56, $490,000, 17909 Caldwell
’ Track Dr, 4BR/2.5BA, Caldwell Station,

2,051 sq ft, built 2006

(704) 439-1350 « www.mathesonattys.com

Y/

20 24

77

5 a Huntersville

veterinary clinic

' 4
/'  Now Open! &
pen. g
Serving the Lake Norman area, Huntersville Veterinary
Clinic is proud to be 100% locally owned. We blend
medical expertise with genuine human connection,

ensuring every visit is informative and as enjoyable as
possible for both pets and their parents.

FIRST EXAM

NEW CLIENTS ONLY. ONE PER HOUSEHOLD.
L EXPIRES 12/31/2026
|

Contact Us!
(704) 997-6167

Book Online at
huntersvillevet.com

Clinic i !

16615 W Catawba Ave, Suite F,
Huntersville, NC 28078

5/20/26, $745,000, 1146 South St,
4BR/3BA, Antiquity, 2,314 sq ft, built
2014

Davidson

4/20/26, $735,000, 136 Spencer St,
4BR/2.5BA, McConnell, 2,036 sq ft,
built 1998

4/21/26, $975,000, 633 Portside Dr,
3BR/2BA, Davidson Landing, 1,357 sq
ft, built 1985

4/22/26, $440,000, 11120 Hat Creek
Ln, 4BR/3BA, The Farm At Riverpointe,
2,650 sq ft, built 2015

4/22/26, $682,514, 520 Annie Lowery
Way, 3BR/3.5BA, Parkside Commons,
2,231 sq ft, built 2025

4/23/26, $210,000, 549 Annie Lowery
Way, 3BR/2.5BA, Parkside Commons,
1,849 sq ft, built 2026

4/23/26, $715,000, 100 Martin St,
4BR/2.5BA, McConnell, 2,327 sq ft,
built 1995

4/24/26, $400,000, 306 Northwest Dr,
2BR/2BA, Edgewater, 864 sq ft, built
1984

4/26/26, $599,000, 504 Annie Lowery
Way, 3BR/3.5BA, Parkside Commons,
2,231 sq ft, built 2025

4/27/26, $450,000, 9665 Autumn Cir,
3BR/3BA, Autumn Chase, 2,064 sq ft,
built 2003

4/27/26, $664,120, 233 Davidson
Gateway Dr, 3BR/3.5BA, Davidson
Cottages, 1,830 sq ft, built 2026

4/27/26, $970,000, 207 Hobbs St,
4BR/2.5BA, Hobbs Hill, 2,772 sq ft,
built 1996

5/5/26, $2,352,655, 18624 Silent Falls
Cv, 6BR/7BA, River Run, 6,625 sq ft,
built 2007

More transactions online at

www.corneliustoday.com

Premier ‘ Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Service Marketing Innovation

THE POINT THE POINT
124 Lightship Drive $6,450,000 201Brawley Harbor Place $5,299,000

Ben Bowen 704.572.6070 Ben Bowen 704.572.6070

'MOORESVILLE BAHIA BAY NORMAN ESTATES
1168 Fern Hill Road $4,000,000 21510 Rio Oro Drive $3,849,000 8515 Norman Estates Drive $18,500,000
The Petrenko Group 910.916.4305 Christy Walker 704.439.5300 Ben Bowen 704.572.6070

. """:.‘.'_'::‘" -". & "y = | :' - "l.' -.‘ 1"\ ._ II._‘-‘& m L

ISLAND FOREST POINT LARGO PINNACLE SHORES THE PENINSULA WATERMARK
20919 Island Forest Drive $2,399,000 18032 Nantz Road $2,199,000 153 High Hills Drive $1,999,999 18928 Peninsula Point Drive  $1,850,000 19329 Watermark Drive #342 $1,800,000
Robert Drag 704.309.3232 Christy Walker 704.439.5300 Christy Walker 704.439.5300 Scott Parker 304.380.4632 The Petrenko Group 910.916.4305

The Mountains Are Calling

This rare residential collection brings the incomparable service
and lifestyle of Auberge Resorts to ownership at Primland.

Primland

RESIDENCES 25 three-to-five-bedroom homes 26 Custom Homesites

from $5.8 million from $1.2 million
OWNPRIMLAND.COM | 276.222.3895

$% Auberge Collection

Premier | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Scan to view > 1 LAKE NORMAN - CORNELIUS OFFICE
Open Houses, listings, Oo 704.7274170

offices, and advisor details. Sotheby’s International Rea|ty® Affiliate Company in the World 19825-D NORTH COVE ROAD, CORNELIUS, NC 28031

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Property information herein is derived from various resources, including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.
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Visit CorneliusToday.com for a com-
prehensive list of all live musicand
comedy events. Details are subject
to change - visit venue websites for
up-to-date information.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3

Peninsula Prime | 6 p.m. — Daniel Smith
(Acoustic) — Free

THURSDAY, JUNE 4

The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 6-9 p.m.
— John Sullivan (Rock) — Free

760 Craft Works | 7 p.m. — Jared Evans
(Acoustic) — Free

FRIDAY, JUNE 5

760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — Kristy
Scheirer & Michael (Acoustic) — Free

Lost Worlds Brewing | 7:30 p.m. — Carbon
Leaf (Indie Folk) — Paid

Royal Bliss | 7-10 p.m. — Garrett Huffman
(Country) — Free

Rudder & Rose | 9 p.m. — Beers 4 Break-
fast (Pop) — Free

SATURDAY, JUNE 6

Primal Brewery | 5 p.m. — Nectar: A Pic-
ture of Phish (Jam) — Free

Lost Worlds Brewing | 6 p.m. — FlipSide
(Classic Rock) — Free

Peninsula Prime | 6 p.m. — Late Night
Special Duo (Acoustic) — Free

Royal Bliss | 7-10 p.m. — In By Nine (Clas-
sic Rock) — Free

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Nashville
Nights (‘90s Country) — Paid

Rudder & Rose | 10 p.m. — Black Glass
(Rock) — Free

SUNDAY, JUNE 7

The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 10 a.m.-2
p.m. — Henry Loudermilk (Jazz) — Free

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10

Peninsula Prime | 6 p.m. — Late Night
Special Duo (Acoustic) — Free

THURSDAY, JUNE 11

The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 6-9 p.m.
— Acoustic Solutions (Jazz) — Free

FRIDAY, JUNE 12

The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 10 a.m.-2
p.m. — Acoustic Solutions (Jazz) — Free

760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — Tim Cook
Band (Country/Rock) — Free

Primal Brewery | 7 p.m. — Stand Up Com-
edy Show (Comedy) — Paid

Royal Bliss | 7-10 p.m. — Roger Leon-
hardt of String Theory (Classic Rock) —
Free

PRESENTED BY

Saturday, June 27 | Brooke Lee with Bourbon Sons

Brooke Lee returns with her high-energy stage performance and soulful vo-
cals this time with Bourbon Sons and their southern rock swagger. Boatyard

LKN, time TBA.

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Unknown
Artist (Modern Rock) — Paid

SATURDAY, JUNE 13

Lost Worlds Brewing | 5 p.m. — OOPS
Polka Band (Polka) — Free

760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — Joe Middle-
ton (Classic Acoustic) — Free

Royal Bliss | 7-10 p.m. — OldSkool (Clas-
sic Rock) — Free

Cain Center | 7:30 p.m. — Magic of Mo-
town (Motown) — Paid

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Julio & The
Saltines (Party Rock) — Paid

Rudder & Rose | 10 p.m. — Bad Romeo
(Rock) — Free

SUNDAY, JUNE 14

The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 10 a.m.-2
p.m. — Acoustic Solutions (Jazz) — Free

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17

Peninsula Prime | 6 p.m. — Ephraim Som-
mers (Acoustic) — Free

THURSDAY, JUNE 18

The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 6-9 p.m.
— Keith Wilson (Rock) — Free

760 Craft Works | 7 p.m. — Lisa DeNovo
(Acoustic) — Free

FRIDAY, JUNE 19

Primal Brewery | 5 p.m. — Confetti Can-
non (Punk Cover Band) — Free

760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — Good Hom-
bres (Spanish Rock) — Free

Royal Bliss | 7-10 p.m. — 2 Lane (Acous-
tic) — Free

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Boom Bap
Band (Hip Hop Tribute) — Paid

Rudder & Rose | 9 p.m. — Contagious
(Rock) — Free

SATURDAY, JUNE 20

Lost Worlds Brewing | 6 p.m. — RLM Band
(Rock) — Free

760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — Heidi
Sidelinker (Acoustic) — Free

Royal Bliss | 7-10 p.m. — Evenflow (Rock)
— Free

Cain Center | 7:30 p.m. — Yacht Rock
Radio (Soft Rock) — Paid

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — U-Phonik
(Alternative Rock) — Paid

Rudder & Rose | 10 p.m. — Badcash (Rock)
— Free

SUNDAY, JUNE 21

The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 10 a.m.-2
p.m. — Acoustic Solutions (Jazz) — Free

Primal Brewery | 2:30 p.m. — Matt Walsh
& The Movers (Blues) — Free

THURSDAY, JUNE 25

The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 6-9 p.m.
— John Sullivan (Rock) — Free

FRIDAY, JUNE 26

Lost Worlds Brewing | 6 p.m. — 33RPM
Band (Pop) — Free

760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — John David
Tice (Acoustic) — Free

Primal Brewery | 7 p.m. — Stand Up Com-
edy Show (Comedy) — Paid

Cain Center | 7:30 p.m. — Adam Pascal &
Anthony Rapp (Rock Musical) — Paid

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Badfish
with Grateful Dub (Sublime Tribute)
— Paid

Rudder & Rose | 9 p.m. — The Stormin’
Norman Experience (Pop) — Free

SATURDAY, JUNE 27

Lost Worlds Brewing | 1 p.m. — Jarrett
Raymond (Country) — Free

Lost Worlds Brewing | 5:30 p.m. — Kristen
O’Toole & The Tool Shed (Country) — Free

760 Craft Works | 6:30 p.m. — Brittney Lee
& Gary Ward (Acoustic Pop/Rock) — Free

Boatyard LKN | 8 p.m. — Brooke Lee
with Bourbon Sons (Country) — Paid

Rudder & Rose | 10 p.m. — Next 'O Kin
(Rock) — Free

SUNDAY, JUNE 28

The Serve Pickleball + Kitchen | 10 a.m.-2
p.m. — Acoustic Solutions (Jazz) — Free

Today
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How Drought Impacts Local Businesses

BY DAVE VIESER

ith the drought stretching
into the summer, a logical
question is how this unusual

weather might impact local businesses
around Lake Norman.

Water restrictions can lead to in-
creased operational costs for businesses
that rely on water. Restaurants and cafes
may face higher bills and limited menu
options because of ingredient shortages.

Companies that rely on lake access
face additional obstacles.

However, a survey of local business
owners suggests many are holding their
own so far.

Jim Gordon operates Peninsula Prime
restaurant in Jetton Village.

“Restaurants and bars in this area tend
to thrive when the weather keeps peo-
ple off the lake,” Gordon said. “Rainy
days, or low lake levels, can significantly
boost our business.”

Gordon said sales have actually been
up recently.

“I wouldn't attribute that directly to
the drought. However, it does make
sense that the inability to enjoy lake ac-

Some private dock owners are facing challenges / Cornelius Today photo

tivities might lead more people to dine
out instead,” he said.

How about businesses that depend on
lake access for their clientele?

Alex Kuz, owner of The Boat Doctor,
specializes in servicing boats from the
water. His expertise appeals to cus-
tomers who do not want the trouble of
pulling their boats for service, but with
low lake levels, many boats are sitting
on dry land and cannot be serviced.

For boats that can be serviced, he is

seeing an estimated 400% increase in
calls to fix trim systems and broken
props damaged in shallow waters.

“The spring was tough because people
were delaying service to wait for water
levels to come back up, but that hasn’t
happened,” he said. “I'm hoping we get
some major rain soon.”

Boat rentals are also a big business on
Lake Norman. Despite the low lake lev-
els, Safe Harbor Kings Point and Morn-
ingstar Marinas Crown Harbor have not

o,
W Welborne, White & Schmidt
EXCELLENCE IN DENTISTRY

Providing more than beautiful smiles

TR

Mercury-free dentistry
R
Serving Lake Norman
since 1993
xR
Certified general cosmetic
sedation dentists
R
We are now offering
invisalign
R
Comprehensive dental
care services for the
entire family
R
Experienced, caring
service in a comfortable
and relaxing atmosphere

9700 Caldwell
Commons Cir.

Cornelius, NC
704-896-7955

www.wwsdental.com

seen any impact on rentals.

Crown Harbor was fully booked on
Memorial Day weekend, and the mari-
na has also added new dry-dock cus-
tomers in recent weeks as many private
dock owners looked for a solution for
beached boats.

The warm, dry spring was a boon for
some boat detailing businesses, said
Kenyon Stanley, owner of Details Mat-
ter.

Many of his clients booked annual
detailing services earlier than usual
before falling lake levels left many boats
beached. Still, some customers who
contacted him last winter and sched-
uled service for May are out of luck for
Now.

“They did everything right, but the
weather didn’t play ball,” he said.

Water restrictions have also created
challenges, as many cities and towns
have limited vehicle washing. Private
wells are exempt, and Stanley said he
can sometimes use lake water in coves
that have not experienced heavy tur-
bidity.

He also uses a waterless compound
when water is not available.

“It’s a little more expensive, but it
works really well as long as the boat isn't
too far gone,” he said. “If it hasn’t been
detailed in a few years, then we have to
put water on it”

For Cornelius-based Decks and
Docks, which supplies dock and seawall
construction materials to contractors,
sales have been comparable to previous
years. The company recently had one
customer who cited the lower lake levels
as the main reason to complete dock
repairs now.

Overall, local businesses seem to be
handling the 2026 drought in stride.
However, most are hoping for a change
in the weather — and they may just get
their wish.

Trish Palmer, a meteorologist with the
National Weather Service, expects the
recent uptick in rain to continue into
early June.

“It’s possible that the rain could put
a serious dent in our ongoing drought
conditions,” she said. “Still, best not to
count our eggs before they hatch?”

Despite handling the drought in
stride, businesses that rely on the lake
all share one hope: that rain arrives
soon and in droves.

“If your readers can do some rain
dances, I know all of us would really
appreciate it,” Kuz said.
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Breakfast

Lake Norman entrepreneurs

describe taking th

BY MARK WASHBURN

assion drives entrepreneurship.
Three Lake Norman small
business owners shared their suc-
cesses and setbacks at May’s Newsmak-
ers Breakfast, organized by Cornelius
Today at The Peninsula Club.

Alex Kuz of The Boat Doctor, Bob
McIntosh, managing partner of The
McIntosh Law Firm in Davidson, and
Carla Eustache, founder of Style Perfect
Events, all agreed that passion for their
work is indispensable.

“People will see through passion that’s
not genuine,” McIntosh said. “Go do the
things you're passionate about”

“All our employees have to love boat-
ing,” Kuz said. Much of his community
volunteer work involves the water in
some way.

Community connections are vital in
small business, Eustache said. The De-
troit transplant serves on the Cornelius
Parks and Recreation Commission and
other boards.

“Relationships are the basis of busi-
ness,” McIntosh said. His firm supports
a variety of local nonprofits, from the
Lake Norman Chamber of Commerce
to Davidson Community Players.

Don’t let Al do the talking

Artificial intelligence taught Kuz a les-
son. He briefly used it to answer incom-
ing calls to help manage his time.

“Customers absolutely hated it,” he
said, adding that he returned to human
interaction. He said he does benefit
from Al in other areas, including fi-
nance.

Eustache, who founded her

e pluge )

From left: Bob Mcintosh, Carla Eustache and Alex Kuz / Photos by Jason Benavides

event-planning agency in 2009, said
the personal nature of her business has
largely kept it outside Al use, at least so
far.

McIntosh said AI will have powerful
applications in the legal profession,
particularly in arbitration disputes. Like
the law, he said, Al is blind.

“It’s dispassionate,” McIntosh said. “It
makes you quicker and smarter.”

Staying tough

Starting a business and sticking with it
requires courage, the panelists said. All
remember rough patches.

For Eustache, it was covid-19. Event
planning collapsed, and she had to cut
employees. When the pandemic passed,

she said, she came back strong.

“I jumped back in afterward,” she said.
“You have to bet on yourself”

McIntosh remembered the early days
of his firm, when there were times there
was not enough money to pay all the
bills.

“You have to walk in the office anyway
and do the best you can,” he said. “I
come in with a humble attitude every
day”

Kuz, a former banker who has
launched six businesses, said resilience
is key. “You’re always going to get up
and try again,” he said.

Challenges await

Two major challenges, the panelists

said, are managing people and growth.

“We had to take risks to bring on a
team,” Eustache said. “You need to keep
a big-business mindset.”

Kuz said growth can cut both ways.

A surge of 20 percent or more is a
welcome sign, but can be difficult to
manage.

“You're one person, there are only 24
hours in a day;” he said. “It takes maturi-
ty to recognize you have to hold off”

McIntosh’s staff has grown from two
to 60 over 30 years. About 85% of his
focus is on employees and finding ways
to help them succeed.

“Managing people,” he said, “is the
hardest thing I do”

Commission

New Marine Commission
Sets Priorities

BY DAVE VIESER

year ago, the Lake Norman
AMarine Commission fell apart

when Lincoln County voted
to leave the commission, triggering a
bylaw stating that if any one county
decided to withdraw, the commission
would disband.

The commission was composed of
representatives from four counties ad-
joining Lake Norman — Mecklenburg,
Iredell, Lincoln and Catawba — and,
since 1969, created rules for the lake,
issued permits to rental boat companies
and maintained the lake’s 160 naviga-
tional markers.

Lake enthusiasts expressed concerns
about the future of lake oversight after
the commission disbanded, but the state
legislature responded by passing a law
outlining a new structure for the Lake
Norman Marine Commission.

The new regulations not only main-
tained the commission’s responsibilities
but also addressed some issues in the
original LNMC charter. For example:

Membership: At least two counties
must withdraw for the commission to
disband, unlike under the old charter.
In addition, membership now consists
of nine members — two from each of
the four counties and one at-large mem-
ber. Members are also now required to
have a boating background.

Conflict of interest: The new reg-
ulations state that no commissioner
can have any ownership interest in, or
financial relationship with, any busi-
ness or property dependent on income
generated from Lake Norman or that
otherwise presents a conflict of interest.

County ordinances: Each partici-
pating county must incorporate the
text of every regulation adopted by the
commission into its local code of ordi-
nances.

The new board members include
Gregory Truesdell and Richard Gas-
kins of Mecklenburg County; Barbara
Beatty and Cameron Sloan of Catawba
County; Jason Ralston, Jarid Church
and Billy Wilson of Iredell County; and
Mark Mullen and Timothy Holder of
Lincoln County.

Meetings are held on the third Thurs-
day of each month at 7 p.m. and rotate
among the counties. The next meeting
in Mecklenburg County is July 16 at the
Charlotte Water-Duke Treatment Plant
in Huntersville.

The board has been actively search-

ing for its first executive director since
March.

Jeff Tarte, a former Cornelius mayor
and state senator who worked with
members of the General Assembly to
formulate the regulations for the new
LNMC, believes the new format “brings
considerably more structure to the
important work done on and about the
lake by the commission”

“Especially important is the clause
that requires each county to include a
copy of any LNMC regulation in its own
local code of ordinances,” Tarte said.
Previously, many regulations varied
from county to county.

What the LNMC does

Oversight of ATONS (aids to naviga-
tion): ATONS are the channel markers,
shoal markers, no-wake buoys and in-
formational buoys throughout the lake.
Numbered and lighted channel mark-
ers for both the main lake and major
creeks begin at Cowans Ford Dam on
N.C. Highway 73 and continue north to
Buffalo Shoals Bridge.

Boating safety courses: Boating safety
is a major concern, especially during
the busy summer months. The need for
greater safety on the lake is magnified
this year because of low water levels.
The Lake Norman Marine Commission
works with agencies around the lake to
make boating safety courses available to
the public.

Highlighting safety hazards: The
commission’s website, www.Inmc.
org, contains information about safety
hazards boaters may encounter while
navigating the lake.

The new LNMC cites several accom-
plishments in its early months, includ-
ing:

« Restoring many aids to navigation
that were previously extinguished or
obstructed, including those impacted by
osprey nests.

o Approving several projects that
will provide additional lake access and
create more natural habitats for marine
life.

« Establishing the authority to create
temporary safety zones on the lake
that allow it to restrict boating activity
in support of major incidents, such as
search-and-rescue operations.

« Adopting a state law mandating
boater education. Under the previous
charter, renters were excluded from this
requirement.

TORRENCE
and KNOX

Great food and drinks in a relaxed,
casual atmosphere

Summer Brunch Special

Every Saturday and Sunday
$5 mimosas

$6 Bloody Marys
$7 New York egg sandwich

Special Events

Tipsy Tuesdays
$6 glasses and $22 bottles of select wine
Music Bingo from 6:30-8:30pm

Best Trivia Night in Cornelius
Every Wednesday from 6:30-8:30pm

Thursday Prime Rib Night
House-roasted and served with
homemade au jus

Weekend Brunch
Saturday and Sunday
11:00am to 2:00pm

Euchre Night
Tuesday, June 30
6:30-8:30pm

Live music every weekend!

It's wedding season and our indoor and outdoor
event spaces are great spots to host your
rehearsal dinner!

www.torrenceandknoxlkn.com

20936 Torrence Chapel Road * Cornelius




THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

Celebrating its 22nd year, Big Day at the Lake
returns to Lake Norman July 18, 2026, creating an
unforgettable day on the lake for Bigs and Littles, capped off
with a picnic at the Duke Energy Explorium.

We are grateful to the businesses and individuals who
have already committed as sponsors.

Interested in joining them?

Contact Dave Yochum, founder of Big Day at the Lake,
at nebiztodayegmail.com

PRESENTING SPONSORS

 monz 5%
Coampion. pircun 825

ADMIRAL SPONSORS

Cashion's, Duke Energy, Bridget & Don Rainey,
Robin & Jack Salzman, Amy & Brent Sparks,
South Creek Construction

CAPTAIN SPONSORS

Barvecue Smokehouse, Debbie Monroe of Lake Norman Realty,
North Main Financial Group, Novant Heath, United Bank

Sound Off

Stories with the most comments are
marked with a fire emoji. Spelling and
punctuation errors were corrected.

CATS CEO Addresses Red
Line Skepticism

Nine years?!
6 —Carey Barefoot

Make it happen. This area is growing.

—Leonard Wilson

You people really will print anything
the government tells you to.

—Eric Rowell

Boss Mode: Kris Fountain

Way to go Kris! What an asset to our
community.

—Mary Margaret Johnstone

Arts Enter New Era

at Cain Center
This is a wonderful addition to
6 our community and many thanks
to all who worked so hard to
make this preservation happen!

—Kay Fisher

Proud day for our town!

—Deborah Young

Chili Willi’s Set to Open

Very exciting to have a new
place and venue!

—Sarah Reagin

Chili Willi’s was my favorite Mexican
restaurant in Huntington growing up!
Now there's one in Cornelius!

—Jocelynn Blackman

Town Board Hearing

on Hotel
Against this hotel.

—Renee Blanchard

Public Hearing on Proposed
Tax Hike

Keep raising taxes, that’s the answer!
—George Ron

11/11 Bar Replacing Jay’s

Good luck! Opening your own
business is quite a passionate but

harrowing undertaking. Excited
to go!
—Catherine Quigley

- SMARTERINTERNET -

HAPPIERHOME -

COMMANDER SPONSORS

Tom Balousek, Because You Served,

Lindsay Robinson & Chaz Beasley, Chantal & Denis Bilodeau,
Heather & Eric Dana, Davidson Wealth Management,
Maggie & John Farrell, JK Marine Service,
Kiwanis Club of Lake Norman, Legacy Pointe Properties,
Lesemann CPAs, Main Street Veterinary Hospital,
The Mclntosh Law Firm, Morningstar Storage,
Emily & Jamie Rolewicz,

Stimson, Francomano & Associates of Merrill Lynch,
The Sarver Group at Keller Williams LKN,

Dr. Nancy & Jeff Tarte, United Community Bank,
Tracy & Dave Yochum

FRIENDS OF BIG DAY AT THE LAKE

Nancy & John Aneralla, Charlotte Plumbing,

Cathy & Torrey Galida, Gail Williams & Conrad Hill,
Alice & Robert LeValley, Mama's Pizza Express of Cornelius,
Rare Roots Hospitality, Raymer-Kepner Funeral Home,
Christina Stone Homes, Tenders Restaurant,

Sharen & Woody Washam
=) BigBrothers  *PPred ™
Big Sisters. mTl.'l.;D AY

0 CINTRAL CAROUHAS for 22 years

Sidin

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

@F‘QHTHEH‘S

Alex Cohen
Director - Investment Strategy

We Partner.

106 Langiree Village Dr. Suite 301
Muooresville, NC 28117
(704) 997-7550
www_davidsonwm.com

Securities and investment advisory senvces offerad through BPartners, LLL, repistened
brokex-dealer and investmernt adveser, member RINRA and SIPC

Your devices are happier when they're powered by a network that keeps everything
running smoothly. Trust TDS’ to deliver the fast, reliable internet connection
your home (and everything in it) deserves.

1 GIG INTERNET JUST $49.99/MO. FOR 2 YEARS

Powerful Wi-Fi Modem | 30-Day Money Back Guarantee | 24/7 Tech Support | No Contracts | No Data Caps

1-844-848-9088
HelloTDS.com/9088

All-In Internet Pricing: Customers who use TDS Wi-Fi equipment will be charged a one-time $19.95 handling fee. Price includes standard Wi-Fi equipment only; available to new Internet customers and existing customers adding
qualifying Internet services. If you disconnect, suspend, or downgrade service(s), you may lose this offer. 30-Day Money Back Guarantee: Restrictions apply; see hellotds.com/30day for details. High-Speed Internet: Availability
and speeds may vary by location, based on wired connection, and are not guaranteed. Speeds are expressed as "up to" and may be affected by various factors, including network conditions. Additional terms and conditions apply;
see offer website for details. Limited-time offer subject to change; not available in all areas. Delinquent accounts not eligible. Normal rates apply after any promotional periods. Services are subject to all applicable terms and
policies at hellotds.com/policies. TDS Telecom®, TDS TV®, and TDS® are registered trademarks of Telephone and Data Systems, Inc. Copyright © 2026, TDS Telecommunications LLC, All Rights Reserved. 213699¢/3-26/12974
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Modern Dad

Fathers Day: My First as Just a Dad

BY JON SHOW

t’s hard for me to look out at the lake

I and not think of my dad.
My first memories on the water

with him are learning how to fish on a
narrow white dock in Minnesota. My
later memories are in the early morning
light, on a small lake in northern Indi-
ana, as he drank coffee, smoked Benson
& Hedges, and pointed out the best
places to cast.

Years later, when we moved to the
east coast, the two of us took a boating
course together to try to understand all
the rules that went into navigating the
ocean, and later tried to figure out how
anyone catches a fish in the ocean, a
skill we never developed.

It wasn’t always fishing. He taught me
to water ski before I started Kindergar-
ten. There was the time he dragged me
across a lake in Wisconsin to play pool
with his buddies, and returned me to
my mom with a nose colored blue from
pool chalk.

As an adult, many of our conversa-
tions took place on Sundays looking out
at the lake.

Most times it was sitting in a rocker,
beers in hand, cigar in his. He would
ask me about my job or whatever else
was going on with my life, as we kept
watch over the water.

I think there were only two or three
Father’s Days in our 50 years together
that I didn’t spend with my dad. I was
always with him on that day, by choice.
I sure wish I had the option this year
because I know what I'd choose.

Back porch. Rockers. Cold beers.
Northeasterly breeze. Temptations play-
ing on the stereo as the sunset tucked
behind the Catawba River, until we
were called into dinner.

On to the annual Father’s Day advice
column that my kids, hopefully, will
someday read, and maybe heed.

I will always be proud of your accom-
plishments. I am more proud, endlessly
proud, when you are compassionate and
have a willingness to help others when
they need it most.

A lot of straight-haired people wish
they had curly hair. Many curly-haired
people wish they had straight hair.
Appreciate what you have.

The happiest adults are generally peo-
ple who went through tough times and
dealt with them. They learned how to
deal with the struggle. Bad times don’t

break you. Not knowing how to cope
with them will.

Be a person who can be proud of their
accomplishments without having to
post every single one of them to Insta-
gram.

If you haven't figured out that your
mom and I have no idea what we’re
doing when it comes to parenting ...
well I'll just tell you we have no idea
what we're doing but we sure are trying
our best.

That said, reflecting on the last 17 plus
years of parenting both of you, I am
well aware that I made some mistakes.
Not sure what to say other than sorry, I
meant well.

You might not always agree with the
parenting decisions that your mom and
I make but based on the young man and
young woman you've become I'd say
were doing a pretty good job.

I hate to say this but it’s a lesson I've
learned the hard way. When you’re a
helpful person there are certain people
who will take advantage of you. 'm not
saying don’t help others, but when you
find one of those people don't ever help
them again.

Mistakes don’t become your identity
unless you allow them to. When you
screw up, apologize and be better next
time. If you screw up again, re-read the
last line.

Furthermore, when you mess some-
thing up it’s an opportunity to impress
someone by your response. Don’t mess
that up too.

A lack of accountability isn’t cute, it’s
a character flaw. When someone asks
you to do something, then do it. If you
forget, apologize and then do it, and
don’t let it happen again.

Your generation is more connected
than any in recorded history but has no
idea how to communicate. Say thank
you multiple times. Write a thank you
note the next day. Gratitude will never
go out of style. Ever.

Wear the article of clothing that your
friends think is weird. It’s hard to stand
out from the crowd when you'’re all
dressed in the same golf shirt and khaki
shorts, or Lululemon tank top and skirt.

Every so often, pause, look around
and appreciate the moment or situation.
Being present in a moment and being
grateful for it is a key to happiness.

Reduce your horizon. If you focus
more on what’s in front of you and
less on what’s down the road, it’s a way
easier path to walk in life.

Be genuinely happy for others’ accom-
plishments. Maybe you worked harder
to achieve something they found easy
or vice versa. It doesn’t matter. Be happy
for them.

You might hate being told to do
chores or work a job but when you’re
older you’ll understand the importance.
Hungry people succeed. Fed people stay
in bed waiting for breakfast.

I say it in here every year. Attitude and
effort are the most important qualities
in life. Wake up. Put two feet on the
ground. And go. Go! Every day.

Always remember that the advice you
get is only as good as the person who is
giving it to you. Yes, I understand the
paradox of advising that in an advice
column.

I once heard a sports dad tell his kid
to “be a goldfish” because they only
have ten-second memories and can't
dwell on their mistakes. Then the father
and son argued about whether it was

from Finding Nemo or Ted Lasso. Par-
enting is so rewarding sometimes.

The least interesting part of a person
is whether they’re rich or poor. Dollars
are numbers in a spreadsheet. Experi-
ences and stories are words that weave
a tapestry.

I believed this when I was 20 and I
didn’t know anything, and I believe it
even more now. A person who dies with
the most stories wins. Live a life that
cultivates great stories.

You can’t be yourself until you know
who you are. And finding out who you
are is a lot simpler than people make it.
Just be honest with yourself, satisfied
with what you discover, and be yourself.

Just because you think you can do a
bunch of things at the same time doesn’t
mean youre doing them well.

You can have a belief system and still
respect another person’s different belief
system. In the end who knows who's
right? Just be good to people.

Here’s one I recently learned: don’t
lick a sharp paring knife. You're never
too old to learn new things and some-
times you have to do something dumb
to reinforce the common sense you
were born with.

You can’t find peace. You choose it by
what you ignore, cast aside, and stop
wasting your energy on. That’s from
Bruce Lee. I'm not explaining who he
was. Google him.

Win, lose, or tie, you’ll feel good about
yourself knowing you gave 110 percent.
That’s all anybody can ask. Don’t ever
let anybody say you didn’t give it all you
had in you.

That last one is from a letter my dad
wrote me in high school. It sits in a
folder with other notes he wrote me
before big games as a kid.

Dads offer good advice. I sure wish
mine was still around to give it.

Jon Show lives
in Robbins Park
with his wife,
who he calls
“The Mother of
Dragons.” Their
17-year-old

son is “Future
Man” and their
14-year-old
daughter is
“The Blonde Bomber.” Their dog
is actually named Lightning.
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XKURY RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIA

ELISE A.
REDMOND

Owner
(704) 779-2693
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I EST. @ 1957

HOWARD HANNA

ALLEN TATE REAL ESTATE

13209 Oak Farm Léne | Huntersville
4 Bedrooms | 3.1 Baths | 4,327 Sq. Ft.
Offered at $1,795,000

Christina Stone

LUXURY REAL ESTATE EXPERT

(704) 740-0629 | ChristinaStoneHomes.com
Christina.Stone@howardhannatate.com

LUXURY
@' IJ_P PORTFOLIO

INTERNATIONAL




