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Your • Target • Market

   Due to the global pandemic, in 
April 2020 Cornelius Today and 
Business Today merged into a
single print publication but        
remain two publications online. 
   Cornelius Today remains a 
unique local monthly news 
publication covering the affluent 
and historic Town of Cornelius.
• Hand-crafted stories of human 
   interest, politics, and development
• Features about local residents
• Town Hall news and information
• Extensive local event coverage
• Business news and updates
• Real Estate listing/sales information
• Unmatched reader involvement

Special Delivery
Cornelius Today is 
hand-delivered to 
mailboxes, never 
thrown. We’re not 
tossed on driveways 
only to be driven over.



Powerful Statistics
Population........................................................................ 31,211 (world population review)
Median Household Income.............................................. $90,542 (world population review)
Median House Value......................................................... $437,500 (realtor.com)
Rate of Home Ownership.................................................. 68.5% (world population review)

Fast Growth

Who We Reach/How We Reach
• Cornelius Today distributes more than 
  16,500 copies monthly
• Mailed to every resident of 28031 via US Postal Service
• Bonus distribution: Restaurants, Town Hall, 
  the Chamber of Commerce, coffee shops
• Online: corneliustoday.com and businesstodaync.com    	
  average more than 40K unique visitors a month

Unlike some areas in the region, Cornelius is enjoying 
rapid growth and expansion, making it an attractive 
venue for your company’s branding and marketing:

• The number of housing units built in the last 20 years 
has increased ten-fold
• Annual population growth rate was 1.55% 
• Median age is 41.3
• 35.67% have a Bachelors Degree

Demographics
Google Analytics data for 
corneliustoday.com 

Jan. 1 - Dec. 31, 2021

Users by location
63.28% of total users

Cornelius                                                         26%

Charlotte                                               21%

Huntersville                         12%

Mooresville                8%

Raleigh                     6%



2022 Advertising Due Dates

We covered some big news in 2021

January Issue 
CR: Dec. 27
DD: Dec. 28

February Issue
CR: Jan. 31
DD: Feb. 2 

March Issue
CR: Feb. 28
DD: March 2

April Issue
CR: March 28
DD: March 30

May Issue
CR: April 25
DD: April 27

June Issue
CR: May 30
DD: June 1

July Issue
CR: June 27
DD: June 29

August Issue
CR: July 25
DD: July 27

September Issue
CR: Aug. 29
DD: Aug. 31

October Issue
CR:Sept. 26
DD: Sept. 28

November Issue
CR:Oct. 31
DD: Nov. 2 

December Issue
CR: Nov. 28
DD: Nov. 30

Note: Dates are subject to change

CR = Camera Ready | DD = Drop Dead Date

• Cornelius Today/Business Today is printed on newsprint. All Camera-Ready ads should be CMYK and sent as 
Adobe PDFs with all fonts embedded. Electronic files for in-house ad creation may be sent as EPS, TIF or PDF format. 
We also accept Photoshop, Illustrator and InDesign files. 

• All photography must be high resolution; 300 dpi or greater JPEG or PDF files. Digital photography preferred. 

• Publisher, Microsoft Word, Excel, Power Point or Word Perfect file formats ARE NOT accepted for ad art. 

Cancellations: Two-week notice to withdraw from next edition via email.

Billing: Invoices due on receipt; new customers must pre-pay. 
For your convenience, we accept payment by check or Visa or Mastercard, with a 2 percent processing fee. Credit card 
transactions require card number, exp. date, CVC code, street number of billing address and ZIP code.

Email camera ready files to: production.todaypubs@gmail.com

Digital Specs and Policies

MAY 14: Cain Center for 
the Arts breaks ground

OCT.: Potts Barber Shop 
designated a historical 
landmark

SEPT. 8: Board approves 
Olde Mecklenburg 
Brewery mixed-use 
project

NOV. 1: United 
Community Bank 
acquisition of Aquesta



2022 Rate Card

Double Truck $1,298 $1,385 $1,470 $1,557 $1,730
Full Page $780 $832 $885 $935 $1,040
3/4 Page $630 $675 $715 $755 $840
Island $570 $608 $645 $685 $760
1/2 Page $548 $585 $620 $655 $730
3/8 Page $410 $435 $465 $490 $545
1/4 Page $295 $315 $335 $355 $395
1/8 Page $155 $168 $178 $190 $210

12x 9x 6x 3x OPEN

12x 9x 6x 3x OPEN

Print

Online

For more information contact

orJason Benavides
Creative Director

704-895-1335
production.todaypubs@gmail.com

Gail Williams
Sales Director
704-492-8676

gail.todaypubs@gmail.com

COMBO DEAL!
Combine print and 

online ads for a 
5% discount

DESIGN HELP! 
We can assist in the 
creation of your ad 

free of charge.

Web Link $155 $168 $178 $190 $210
Web Banner $200 $215 $225 $240 $265
Web Video $260 $280 $295 $315 $350
Newsletter 
Sponsorship

$200 $215 $225 $240 $265

BUNDLE DEAL!
Advertise on both corneliustoday.com 
and businesstodaync.com and get the 

second video/banner/link for half price!

Position fee: Add 15% for premium position placement including: Back Cover, Inside Back Cover, Double Truck.

NOV. 2: Election Day 
ends with 4 challengers 
elected to Town Board

DEC. 11: McDowell 
Creek Greenway officially 
opens Phase 2

NOV. 29: Lakefront 
mansion transacts at 
$7 million

2022: Northern Regional 
Rec Center scheduled to 
open March 2022



2021 RATE CARD

display rates

digital specs
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Two page spread
Full Page
3/4 Page
Island
1/2 Page 
3/8 Page 
1/4 Page
1/8 Page

(All Rates Are Net)

Web Link              

Web Video            

Ad Design Charges: Free

Guaranteed Position Fee:
Add 10% for guaranteed
placement including Inside
Front, Inside Back or
Outside Back Cover.

Web Banner
Newsletter Sponsor 

Electronic Specifications:  Cornelius Today is printed on newsprint. Note: A 30% press gain can be expected. All 
materials must be 85 line screen. All Camera-Ready CMYK ads should be sent as Adobe PDFs with all fonts embed-
ded. Electronic files for in-house ad creation may be sent as .EPS, .TIF or Adobe Acrobat .PDF format. We also accecpt 
Photoshop, Illustrator and Quark Xpress 4.1 files. Please zip or stuff files when E-mailing to avoid file corruption. 
Include all fonts and supporting files. All photography must be high resolution; 150 dpi or greater .JPEG or .TIF files. 
Digital photography preferred. All color ads MUST be CMYK not RGB. Publisher, Microsoft Word, Excel, 
Power Point or Word Perfect file formats ARE NOT accepted for ad art. If sending PDF files, all Fonts MUST 
Be Embedded. If sending .EPS files, ALL fonts should be included or converted to paths or outlines. Cancellations: 
All cancellations must be in writing one week prior to press time. Email all files to: production.todaypubs@gmail.com
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Advertise Your Business in Print...

Please note the change in ad sizes from previous years

Common
ad sizes 
include...

Ad Sizes 
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Open Six Days a Week!
Mondays & Wednesdays | 7:30 AM - 7:30 PM

Tuesdays , Thursdays & Fridays | 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturdays | 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Featured Services:
General Medicine | Puppy & Kitten Care

Surgery | Dentistry | Boarding
Grooming ... and More!

“Compassionate Care You Expect from the Doctors Next Door”

Located in the Heart of Cornelius 
20306 N. Main Street | 704.765.1115

MainStreetVeterinary.com    MainStreetVet_LKN MainStreetVeterinary

BY DAVE YOCHUM

An affordable/workforce hous-
ing committee appointed by 
Mayor Woody Washam is 

calling for the formation of a com-
munity development corporation 
to manage through the issues sur-
rounding those workers and retirees 
who can’t afford to live in Cornelius.

A CDC would look for options and 
resources to help provide rental as-
sistance for Cornelius families and 
households currently in rent-bur-
dened circumstances.

Other short-term actions in-
clude:

• Obtaining resources and ex-
pertise to expand availability of 
transitional housing assistance for 
individuals and families needing 
a bridge between homelessness/
emergency housing and permanent 
affordable housing.

• Expand and grow the incentive 
pay for town employees to encour-
age them to live in the town where 
they serve.

Over the past 30 years, the town’s 
population has grown tenfold while 

the number of jobs has doubled.
Put another way, there were twice 

as many jobs in Cornelius as there 
were residents in 1990.

“Today there are almost three 
times as many residents as there 
are jobs,” according to the Mayor’s 
Housing Study Committee.

‘Drastic’ reduction in 
housing opportunities

A shortage of homes creates chal-
lenging dynamics.

One thousand two hundred people 
live and work in Cornelius today, 

while 12,000 people live in Corne-
lius but work elsewhere, according 
to the report. Imagine the impact 
on traffic if more people lived and 
worked here.

“The result of these dramatic 
population changes and related rise 
in housing costs has been a drastic 
reduction in housing opportunities 
and increase in cost burdens for 
Cornelius residents,” the report 
states.

Indeed, a third of households 
renting a dwelling in Cornelius are 
paying more than 30 percent of 

household income for rent. Many 
pay more than 50 percent, the report 
says.

It means that key members of the 
community—ranging from police 
officers to teachers—can’t afford 
to live in Cornelius because there 
is a limited supply of small homes, 
townhomes, duplexes and triplexes 
and condominiums.

High-prices across the board
The majority of the townhomes 

sold over the past 90 days in Cor-
nelius went for between $300,000 
and $400,000, the price of a larger 
single-family home in many parts of 
Charlotte and Huntersville, based on 
a review of closings on Zillow.

For diverse communities to thrive, 
more people need to be able to 
afford to live near jobs, good schools 
and transit.

“The benefit of having our public 
safety officers and teachers living 
here is immeasurable. In addition, 
the actual workers available to staff 
our many banks, restaurants, offices 
and retail establishments would fuel 
our local economy,” said Washam.

CDC, defined
Community development corpora-

tions (CDCs) are non-profit organi-
zations that are created to support 
their communities, frequently with 
the development of affordable or 
workplace housing. They can re-
ceive funding from public and pri-
vate sources.

Structurally, a CDC has a con-
tractual relationship with the town. 
According to Michelle Hoverson, 
who presented the housing commit-
tee report to the Town Board, there 
are funding sources that will support 
CDCs but will not give money to 
a town—and you don’t get money 
from outside sources without a plan.

The goal is to launch the CDC 
in 2022 and build community con-
sensus on a long-range Cornelius 
comprehensive housing plan by July 
2022, Hoverson said.

The Town Board is expected to 
take up the establishment of a CDC 
at their Jan. 18 meeting.

Town will consider non-profit to tackle workforce housing crisis

$1,875 per month

Average rent 
in Cornelius
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Dr. Lenzy Roman Wallace, 
Jr., 94, peacefully passed 
away in Cornelius, North 
Carolina on November 10, 

2021 surrounded by loved ones. Lenzy 
was born on March 10, 1927 to Lenzy 
Roman Wallace, Sr. and Olive Briscoe 
Wallace in Hartford, Connecticut.  As 
an African American, Lenzy overcame 
numerous obstacles to achieve three 
successful careers: as a music educa-
tor for K-12 in Rockville, Vernon and 
Ellington, and E.O.Smith High School 
in Connecticut; as an educational ad-
ministrator for the Community Division 
of the Hartt School of Music and as an 
Associate Dean of the South Carolina 
StateUniversity School of Business; and 
as a corporate educator at The Hartford. 
Lenzy graduated from 
Weaver High School, 
received Bachelor 
of Arts and Master 
of Music Education 
degrees from the Hartt School of Music 
and a doctoral degree from the Univer-
sity of Connecticut. He was a decorated 
World War II veteran who served in the 
Navy.

A skilled guitar player, Lenzy loved 
music.  He was passionate about his 
life’s mission, which was to serve, 
inspire and help others be successful. 
He was the consummate teacher and 
mentor, who had a boundless love for 
his family. While spending most of his 
life in Connecticut, he relocated to Cor-
nelius, North Carolina, in 2005. Lenzy 

described himself as an “active retiree” 
who stayed engaged with community 
as an education consultant, a member 
of the Arts & Sciences Council in Char-
lotte, diversity initiatives with Unity in 
Community and the Community Build-
ing Initiative and many other endeav-
ors. Lenzy became passionate about 
keeping physically fit, and engaged in 
numerous fitness activities including ar-
chery, tai chi, running, and swimming; 
he received a black belt in karate at the 
age of 61. His favorite form of keeping 
fit, however, was walking one of his 
beloved boxers.

Lenzy will be missed by his wife, 
Adrianne Baughns Wallace, his 
daughters and their spouses, Kathy and 
Louis Allen Jr. and Jo-Ann Wallace and 

Keith Jenkins and his 
sons and their spouses, 
Bruce and Leesa 
Wallace and Jules and 
Dana Baughns, eleven 

grandchildren, nine great grandchildren, 
and the many students and others across 
the country who he inspired. He is also 
survived by his brother and his spouse, 
Frederick and Kathleen Wallace and 
his sister and her spouse, Shirley Allen 
Hardyand Harry Hardy, and a host of 
nieces and nephews. He was prede-
ceased by his first wife, Janet Worrell 
Wallace, and his siblings, Oliver 
Wallace, Barbara Cuyler, and Leonard 
Wallace.

We are heartbroken but so blessed to 
have had him in our lives. 

Dr. Lenzy Roman Wallace, Jr.   
1927 - 2021

“Somebody said it 
couldn’t be done … 

And he did it.”

PAID ANNOUNCEMENT

The Celebration of Life service for Lenzy is viewable at:
 http://www.kepnerfh.com/obituary/lenzy-wallace-jr 

BY DAVE VIESER

Lawsuits have been filed chal-
lenging North Carolina’s new 
political districts as unconsti-

tutional partisan gerrymandering. 
The three new maps, which cover 
North Carolina’s 14 seats in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, 50 
seats in the North Carolina Senate 
and 120 seats in the North Carolina 
House of Representatives, were 
passed along party line votes with 
Republicans in support and Demo-
crats against. 

The suits are similar to the 
successful 2019 partisan gerry-
mandering lawsuit, which required 
Republican lawmakers to adopt new 
lines for the 2020 elections. Barring 
a court ruling which could halt or 
delay the process, candidate filing 
for 2022 will start at noon on Dec. 6 
with the new districts in place.

Marcus weighing options
In NC Senate District 41, precinct 

202 in the eastern section of Cor-
nelius was combined with the two 
Davidson precincts and then rolled 
into Senate District 39 with Iredell 
County. Incumbent Natasha Marcus 
is unsure whether she will run, since 
the district would be considered a 
Republican District.

“The Republicans’ decision to 
carve up North 
Mecklenburg 
and draw me out 
of my current 
district was 
undemocratic 
and in violation 
of their own 
criteria,” said 
Marcus. She 
believes that 

the courts will reject the new maps 
because they violate the Voting 
Rights Act and the NC Constitution. 
“However, litigation will take time. 
In the meantime, I am weighing my 
options for the next election cycle 
and deciding how I can best serve 
my constituents.”

If Marcus decides to run, she 
would face incumbent Republican 
Vickie Sawyer from Iredell County. 
That potential race has brought 
mixed reactions from local officials.

“I’ve known Sen. Sawyer for a few 
years and have a good relationship 
with her,” said Davidson Mayor 
Rusty Knox.

“My biggest concern is that 
the lion’s share of this district is 
comprised of Iredell County, not 
Mecklenburg. Being a neighbor to 
Mooresville has been something 
we’ve embraced and there have 
been and will continue to be many 
more collaborative opportunities 
for both of us. However, we are in 
uncharted waters with our relation-
ship with most of Iredell County, it’s 
direction and how this plays out for 
our town,” he said.

13th Congressional District
On the Republican side, the 13th 

Congressional District will be the 
“fun one to watch,” said Republican 
political analyst Andy Yates. “We 
have Aneralla, Cawthorn and Bent-
ley thus far.” 

John Anerella is a three-term 
Huntersville mayor; Matthew 
Cawthorn currently represents the 
11th Congressional District and 
Karen Bentley is a former county 
commissioner. The new district, 
which runs from the Charlotte area 
westward, includes north and west 
Mecklenburg County, as well as 
Gaston, Cleveland, Rutherford, Polk, 
McDowell and Burke counties

Political observers believe it was 
initially carved out to give NC House 
Speaker Tim  Moore a new district 
in which to run but in November 
he announced he would not run for 
Congress.

NC House District 98
Little change occurred in the state 

house districts meaning incumbent 
John Bradford will run again in 98 
which includes Cornelius.

November ballot
Besides the usual offices for 

which elections are held every two 
years, the ballot next November will 
include a number of positions which 
were postponed from this year due 
to the late arrival of census data, 
including all positions for the Char-
lotte Mecklenburg Schools Board of 
Education.

North Meck

Political hardball:
Redistricting will affect local office holders

Marcus

10 • Cornelius Today/Business Today  •  January 2022

Mt. Zion
United Methodist Church  

All are welcome!

19600 Zion Avenue
Cornelius, NC 28031

704-892-8566
www.mtzionumc.net

Church services
8:30, 9:45, and

11:00 on 
Sunday mornings

BY TONYA RIVENS

During the holidays, you may 
have heard the words, “Over 
the river and through the 

woods to Grandmother’s house we 
go; the horse knows the way to car-
ry the sleigh through the white and 
drifted snow.”  

The song was originally a poem 
published by Lydia Maria Child in 
1844 and she was referring to her 
own childhood memories.

Natives of Cornelius often says 
“over the river” when they cross the 
Catawba River from Mecklenburg to 
Lincoln County on Hwy. 73.

Prior to the Great Flood of 1916, 
the Catawba River was used mainly 
for agriculture. Torrential rain and 
two hurricanes within a week’s 
time in July of  1916 caused massive 
flooding.

More than 80 people died, hun-
dreds of homes, businesses, roads, 
and railways were destroyed.  The 
total cost of the damage was esti-
mated at $480 million—more than 
$10 billion today.  

The Catawba contains the most 
major dams of any North Carolina 
river.

By 1940, 10 dams backed up the 
lakes along the Catawba. Lake Nor-
man was built in the 1960s.  

Local history
During the 1960s, Cornelius 

native Wib Overcash, who is in his 
90s, sold 72 acres to Duke Power 
for about $200 an acre. An acre of 
lakefront property is worth in the 
millions today.

Homes, bridges, mills, cemeteries, 
schools, churches, and an airplane 
are at the bottom of the Lake.

The original cemeteries of 
Hunters Chapel Episcopal Church, 
currently Hunters Chapel United 
Methodist Church, Cornelius Family 
and M.E. Zion were moved to higher 
ground.

Gladys Henderson, a 78-year-old 
member of Hunters Chapel, says 
that she remembers their original 
church was an old wooden building 
with holes in the floor. It was heated 

A river ran through it

by a pot belly stove.  
“We were surrounded by water 

and trees and the Holy Spirit was al-
ways present during church service,” 
Henderson says.

For the annual Homecoming, 
church members used wooden 
planks to make picnic tables for 
people to eat on.

Johnnie Lee Leazer’s grandfather 
owned 102.  

He remembers big fields of corn 
and cotton before Lake Norman.  

“We would have mules pull our 
wagons to the cotton gin behind 
Potts Barber Shop,” says Leazer.

“The cotton would be sucked 
through a big pipe and the leaves, 
seeds and other matter would be 
removed. The price per pound was 
39 cents,” he explains.

Leazer says the average person 
would pick 180-200 pounds of cotton 
by hand. He is also a member of 
Hunters Chapel and says the church 
driveway was red dirt. “When it 
rained, we had red mud,” he says.

“Everyone looked out for one an-
other and would help push their cars 
out of the mud,” he added, explain-
ing that he has lived in his home on 
John Connor since 1959.

Tonya Rivens is 
a multi-skilled 
journalist and 
is currently 
heard on Streetz 
103.3/100.5 FM, 
blogs at tonyarivens.com. 

“We didn’t move to the lake; the 
lake came to us.”

Top lake town
Today, Lake Norman is the largest 

man-made lake in the state with 520 
miles of shoreline.

MSN/Lifestyle put Cornelius at No. 
5 on the list of 10 best lake towns 
in the United States. MSN Reporter 
Clara Appelbaum says Cornelius is 
an “awesome: lake town:

“For city slickers, Cornelius, North 
Carolina, is the perfect town to 
enjoy lake living without sacrificing 
big city amenities. Located only half 
an hour from the bustle of Charlotte, 
Cornelius borders one of the most 
beautiful lakes in North Carolina, 
Lake Norman. While you’re there, 
check out Jetton Park, a beautiful 
104-acre park on the lake, or enjoy 
a cold beer at one of the many local 
breweries in the area.”

Prior to Lake Norman, residents 
of Lincoln County and nearby areas 
would take Hwy. 16 to Beatties Ford 
Road, which is now John Connor 
Road in Cornelius, for the best route 
to Trade and Tryon in Charlotte.  

Five miles of Beatties Ford is 
now under Lake Norman.  But many 
natives continue to travel “over the 
river” to visit relatives, shop, wor-
ship and have fun.

Houses submerged near Lookout 
Shoals in Catawba County / Duke 
Energy Archives

1/4 page
(regular)

$395 / month 1/8 page
(horizontal)

$210 / month

1/2 page
(vertical)

$730 / month

3/8 page
(horizontal)

$545 / month

Cornelius Today is distributed monthly to the 28031 zip code 



Advertise Your Business Online...

Web Banner
$265 / month / per site

Web Banner
$265 / month / per site

Web Banner
$265 / month / per site

Web Link
$210 / month

Web Link
$210 / month

Web Link
$210 / month

Web Video
$350 / month

per site

corneliustoday.com or
businesstodaync.com*

Website traffic averages over 40K unique visitors a month

*Advertise on both
corneliustoday.com and
businesstodaync.com

get your second 
video/banner/linkfor half price!



Advertise Your Business in our Newsletter...

Newsletter Sponsorship
$265 / month

Your LOGO and link here

Newsletter Sponsorship
$265 / month

Your LOGO and link here

Our daily E-Blast goes out 5 days a week to over 4,000 subscribers



Thank you 
for considering advertising with 

Cornelius Today/Business Today.

Don’t hesitate to reach out to us 
with any questions or comments.

We appreciate you!

Dave Yochum | Editor
nebiztoday@gmail.com

Jason Benavides | Creative Director
production.todaypubs@gmail.com

Gail Williams | Sales Director
gail.todaypubs@gmail.com


